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We |l c otmet he 26t h i s sGl e nmofr gtame cR@wesritd et 8 r !

This Spring we have a wonderful edition for you. To get
how he di scofvuenrgepde ca emsew o5 ) Wan & swd pllave a smuaemwmmat ¢ sdphd ceigers
(p-76. Ther e piosl | pleeamtoye notf f or spri ng wiitrhe sa np ruopjdeactte-1forho m |
and iteasdonlZphutt erafnldiecesp 1l ®) arntns rur al and urban ecosyst
Titcombe discusses the biodiversity of t h2e5)Wyaen dV allolne yMoW:
us a summaCriy yofNatthuer e ( L& M eemg € § 3) banalrse al so nelhe fourge tt
read Ma&dki Bganring artiRavenomnomswiveor 2Adyears (pl8

You can get out in the field this summer as there are pl
opportunities to getotit mwialhv elo ur'  XVE7T "N T JEE WERD v A
Wal es OtterbaTtasuign v ¢ pt3evhirtaht eNsat ur.‘:_r},:a‘s e - TRV w/ o
By t(hp4146) or set upBeeoWalpkh @h. | ocm ~ ,=whl W ,})}} :
Keep an eye out on our soci al 7oy A -
for upcoming SEWBReC events, N T
events oal eoeudarwebsite to see o) J
in your area.

Thanktywoeveryone who contribute&t
tter

newsl!l e !

Naomi Rich, SEWBReC (Editor)


http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/diaryevents

Worl d Otter Day

Lee Jenkins

South Wales Otter Trust has been busydFsirmené | | ast updat e

We are now 900+ strong and have been busy training more
watercourse once per month for basic otter signs (footpri

no records, recording the results and passing them on to
Wherever possible, survey areas are given close to where
its own challenges!

We are also now connected with and working with police R
potenti al breaches of the |l egislation protecting our wilc¢
places to illegal traps and snar&si mformrn&hdwul t yat hesehave
place to be able to deal with these and prosecute possi bl
I f you suspect an ill egal otter trap,&didisvelrbpamert )t oy @au hc
SWOT admin, or dial 101 and ask for rural crime, or call
We have been awarded a grant for water testing equi pment
watercourses in and around the park. This links into our
of otter presence. The current situation of the pollution
with other stakeholders on this issue.

On t2fbe h iMaytlhne ernati onal Otlt@3F)SuWoei vaweOFaireel alsakyi ng every
competent in basic otter signs to get out on their |l oca
upl oaded to SEWBReC. Pl ease remember health and safety a
health benefits of being outside.

One |l ast note from me, we are | ooking for a volunteer to
drop us wellsihme tetr @y ahoo. com

Thanks and hap~-" ~**-~~-°"=="" Banner: E South Wales Otte

é\ﬂoﬂd Of[&
O

]
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Davi es
nature stretches back for many years, instilled
wildlife |l over. Birds have always been my main
fungi amongst other thindepth, firem lgeitng nitmoms it
the Living Countryside magazine that came out
be found. My book collection of flora and fauna
that I|I-Magally |l wantCag,t €agee Fungus, Earthstars,
ars in particular have seen some great fungi fi
fond memories of finding my first ever one on
woodl and, I found a new species fosemgngrawidngo
ic would be an understatement. | didn't reabise
usin, the Stinkhorn.
'l you about my most exciting find to date, two
d one that had tweeé¢stowhanthopstacaedl tkespacdure
ou, the area in question is a |imestone ridge ¢
ancient woodlands, open fields and damp areas,
king at the birds feeding, but also keeping an
including Bird's Nest Orchi d, Frog Orchid, Yel |
r fungi, on the ground, along branches, and in
the beaten track as | tend to do, to explore de
e something caught my &eye. | |l ooked across and
ches, but something made me walk over to | ook ¢
fungus. I was absolutely overjoyed and punchin
its name, it does indeed | ook | ike marigold gl
d another specimen in the same woodland but abo
an ancient Hazel hedger ow, I was delighted to f
d to 2021 along the same ridge, in the ancien
or fungi. There are Chaffinches in good number s
at Spotted Woodpecker <calling, and close by, ou
e me. | had a feeling this was goingbyt ovibeew.a Wpa
es carpet small patches on the woodland fl oor a
where the occasional fungi is poking through su
fallen rotting branches are carpeted by Beech
Birch Mazegil and Sulphur Tuft to name a few.
a scattering of Yews here and there. My | ate f
as on many an occasion there would be a roosting

manner .


https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com

Left

But today wil!| be a different day for me. | am approaching

many year s, on a slight slope, and deep within the woods.
eye. Gdanadderaeac i es, | could tell that straight away. Common
Beech in the area, but | had never known it to grow on Ye\
than the dark underneath of Artist's Fungus. I took some p
back to havi n@Gamedearpresseens growing on Yew, so | googled thi
of a eonkearred braclGathofdem gna cafrthedtumst ated it was a very r
had been recorded at a site in Scotland and several sites
and my anxi et yc arhnadesfuiner was$ | fRoBut t he mdrienepiamtduriens tlh elGdookoeke
car noasmudn al | confirmed it grows on Yew, and apart from the
these are the only two species of fungi wusually associated
One of -ltihnee osnites said to alert Kew Gardens if this species
a | ocal fungi group to see if anyone could confirm the sp
Roger Evans of the Gwent Fungus Group andas emadsnudn and & iheedpi @i
to get some spore sampl es. Several weeks |l ater there were
some and placed them into a smal/l envel ope, which | duly s
what Roger had deduced. Roger | ectured in Mycology and Mic
of time teaching students how to measure objects under the
knowl edgeabl e hands.

Finally, the wait was over, there was an email waiting for
to &ayry but ondhtuhi 4 ovacca ssromg, the spore sampl eGamaderbrea
carnodamd the records had dietenwasheich@dededsa wki t st for Wal e
excitement and elation? It is such a proud moment when you
find was going to be my top find, but this took centre st af¢
Fungal Records Dat abas-a hef mBriint aNant i @mda |l | rRelcaomrd) Centre for
my behalf complete with an ST code | provided for the | ocat
feel very proud.

Abowtanoder ma carnosum

Found in England and Scotl and, it has not been formally re
SO you can appreciate my excitement at finding a first for
mycol ogi st Narci sse Th-elo9p2h6i)l,e whrhaot oguaivliel airt@at{ldeBecsAma e bt ir fwibh & © e
this bracket fungus is stildl generally known today. I n Gr
sheen, and der ma meansGasnlidremankédhe rmgefnarse maenet o t he | acquer e
these brac€henosaumgs .fromcdarheematdi means fleshy. This perenni
across and up to 7cm thick, and 4i1sOcuns uladrn g, aagandcherde tbiymeas |
downwamagering stem. The wupperbrsouwwnf awiet hi st hae bsrtiegnh tb eriendgd i as hs |
crust is often "bumpy' with concentric grooves that are de
reminded me of a colour similar to that of conkers), but as
I am still wvisiting this speci al ancient Yew tree on my wal
now increased to sevemal ofthrrece sspreadilmens cloankeremer ged on t he
the seventh specimen on a branch just above heada hmraodgahets. I
not really do it justi@aepf Shacrheash asviec t haosu gtheew oBr aac Keetw and Co
of the stYew mever ilsnow what is out there waiting to be fou

o right: Dog Stinkhorn, Magpie Ink Cap and Hazel t@kosyea.e
columni st @eadoboagbhweymmaj orca@ymail . com



https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com

New t o

New to Wales speci

El aine Wright, SEWBReC

Our wonderful Welsh wildlife contd nues,
including some new additions to the We

I n October 2021, a fun
asGanoder ma ,caand®dswamke

gus found by
t fungus not
Wal es. This species is fakxng
despite wusing Fir (Al bi es) as
confirmed by Roger Evans of Gwent

ry, o batka Wlaiasbtei cewcloar ded i n ’ -
s that has been spreadi
is now in Wales.

unwel come fi
o0s , | spodpeda
mt ASeaspbrcsesn

t-hirtesats ptroe aHd
orest Research.

rst
in

o
[

has had great success

i ncEudemithepgrophgp ga d

st 2021, Teamhdr itthiess pde ovti @

in October. v
| December 202Comoptger fouadnietwvameckt a 4
for Wales, at GweMagwi| Mar & Resstve.
mines the | eaves of PhragmiPRhkyl | dmorlyac

El m zi gzalgprsoacwefrloys EeAnonpe




ulici wakeldlisscovered at Barry I|Island,

spotted in the stem of Common Gorse.
George was t h&elndmcirao Ineoplh8s immé am@ause Po
|l arvae of which were found in the side

I'n January 2022,Grteleeqromynguweosggamotctaed
Creigiau by Howard Burt. First recorde
previously been found in Wales.

An exciting new arrival to Wal@smiwas
corgpytaspotted in Monmouth by Roger Rus
arrived in the UK in 2017 and has so f
few scattered records i nOstnhiea rceostnwuefays
keen on bee hotels, so worth keeping a

The prettiest new species to Wales (i — -
Pl atybunus, psipnoetttoerdumby Paul Parsons in C0smopterix EsdreiobaieelTloa d
photo). This forest dwel ling species

with records mostly found in Scotl and

Wales record is a significant jump 1in

probably going unrecorded el sewhere in

James Mc Gi | | and Richard Gallon went

particularly | €ehitnosmpeaisewoi natbe Wye

found females o€ e nbtortohme s peamideesnt @ O me r u

cavernaraumboth Wyndcl i ff Woods and La

were |iving in small webs wunder | arge

litter. These are the first Welsh reco

the firGt ctavmednasr bmen photographed al

i mages of Ceéentamymwaryuligs. sNeartriaotnuasl | y Rar e ;\i;\&

an@entromerus icaWNatnamahly Rare & Near

Greenomyi a #omMgwlairdaBurt

Centromerus €EawRéchardnPdayllllomnor yct efr Qeloircgiec ofloerldload fEur opean Or@dimiral BEreRoga r

SEWBReC Red6Gondéer Scheme

Nao mi Ri c h, SEWBBReC

I f you feel inspired by these exce;/%
your own species identification sk© ‘ -

the financi al means 6Gonpadb Soheméei

to hel p. Since the scheme started

out over A7,500 in funds.

Grants of up to A500 are availabl

such as training courses, running

ing identification guides, moth tr

This year we have streamlined our
scheme specifically for books and
downl oad an application form our w
wWww. sewbrec..or g. k/ grant

Il rving


http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/grant

An update on the NéeanmlkesPpnr o]

Emily Shaw

Buglifew@gmawarded funding by the National Lottery Heritag
Lines projeciTalmolNedNPTPoriThe p& owieddmieB paitiat i Beghtihae a

wi de networ k -rafc hwialrdefalsoweor address the decline in insect pi
and hoverflies.
A very busy year and a half into our 3 ydamepr pjrogtectr esad f

Our partnership work

Wor king i n parStwaarssai
Uni versiwey have been u
various habitat manag
Crymlyn Burrows SSSI r
areas of Japanese RoseH
an invasiiatwd veomspeci es
present across the du
wi || help to create mdg
communi ti es-graonudn db ahraeb i
supporting i mportant
popul ations on the dun
it has been fantastic
colonisation of nati ve > . g : Ml o
as Evening Pri mrose, Left, the JRpasme geau givastaceh (at Cryml yn
Bi@dFdoefoil, Common Rremoval and right, after removal
and Dewberry.

An i mpressive 2,500 wildflower nl nne cniur cod from Ceol t i o
Wildflowers were planted by a t @& '
university and Natural Resource
pollinator trail that runs thr ouj

I@ been a joy to work with the ¥
volunteers at Brynau Farm 40 re
i mproved grassland-rhbadk meadoaovww.l
what we&heaMbldmodnes dt hat had be{:"'
with whips were scarified and i

locally sobhacedsthbediswi | dfl ower

to supress grass growth. Over a

group of wunfazed volunteers sowesa = ok S @
harvested from Hafod Wennol SSwi 1l dfl ower plug planting w
meadow, to creat e -rovcehr g]fhaassdfandeCampus_

plans include increasing the dive, oo, o, R
and gl ades, creating bee banks and mar gi nal planting

around wetland areas.

Left, experimental seeding of mounds, middl e ar
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Left and m.iddle, pl ug pIant;dfnng,aténSj&r@:a_l;tthlrtzi;fhi,an@a)gﬂmanmj1

The project has been working with | ocal housing associati ol
verges. A number of verges owned by Tai Tarian in Sandfi el
diversity. These verges have been established as no mow a
Gteppitm@es pollinators.

A new part nGhrusrhcihp iwh&a®Wakeabl ed us to ident i flyi ncehsu rtchha tg rcoaum c

managed for pollinators a&éd Chtulmeh winl Blaigfl a.n $tavE@a takdan ir me |
their grassland as meadoeow ft hdraoyusg ht wiocmemuan i t eya rr aikre @t hwea iatu t tuanr
what pops up in the meadow this summer!

Wor king with communities and school s

To help raise awareness of pollinators in I|ocal communi tie
Doorstep has been instrument al i-hrdehdbverinaguraneswal ks bh B
Burrows, Craig Gwladys, Gnoll Park and Eagl ebush Valley Woc
Through a combination of outdoor and online art workshops,
schools in Sandfields: Ysgol Gynradd Rhosafan and Sandfi el
using tha ahitwdrdé&nand voicels nteos taenldl htolme ysotuorcyanofgeB i nvol v

Foll owi @g olohoor beach workshop
Pri mary School |l ast su@meni,| dWd osn
meadow designs with |l ocal &ounc
Bi odiversity Team. Pl ans ar e n
pollinator trail along the Abera
We had a wonder f ul day engaging
Swansea ScientastFeatut wuanh. Our

centered around ralLbsheg awdr eneées
i ncluding the firs®oltlriimdt oorf Poa
Chal lIbgame which highlights the d
pollinators are facing.

A showing-Liofheds haniBmati on at Swansea
Science Festival

BeeWal k transects

We have teamed up with our friends at Bumbl ebee Conservat.i

identification workshops to increase the bumbl ebee monitori
CarderBoBmebeus( s)yl v@irtulm t he hel p of Swansea University staff
resident s, we have successfully set up three new BeeWal k n
and Brynau Far m. We have st | Bembus enpcivmnMBT bht Béar d

il
BroBmanded CaBdebuBeabqueielniss)during our training session at C



Finalwly come aboar dFITyonnm, B uocuhre r n e

me mber of the Buglife Cymru te
things wild.l be wahai khkiesgpowj tlce . N
Get involved

We have number of volunteering
including BeeWalk training, P ON
wel |l being and nature wal ks and
mor e i nformati on and to join (

contact Emi Emi | S/h asvh aavt@b wol i Steayr
tuned via oum@BtwltfefCymage:

f

AN 7

\ -
BroBmanded CaBdebuBe§umulis
queen at Crymlyn Burrows, June 2021 E Buglife

We need your hel p!
Do you own or manage | and wiLt mier? t hAMe Meatdh yPairrt hleaiph ctén B ¢
provide support and advice on restoring and creating meado\

Hel p us -Lcirneeast eamBd add your pol | iLnianteosrh Muarposj:e/ c/twwwo. bouwarb i ViEaél beosr ¢
| i nds/neas es/

Find out wmowebbheglrefe.org.-ppkdtak-b-benées/ neat r@CRONFA
DREFTADAETH

XTI buglife

Cymru

New nmant i ve Springtail

Graham Wat keys

Coll embol a (or Springtails) are perhaps the most numerous
of thousands, often being present i n eadchi ncculbuidce nterteree coafn o
wood dwelling species. They are small, often subterran
introductions are unfortunately inevitable. One such ali el
As with many newlhwytdivecsewpwerceedsnons taxonomy is confused an
knownEntsomobrya rfmrrimint aoldihldmst w onotthls ayth hleoiorkist plEnkied mobr ya i mi t
i tself is thought to be a Chinese species which is only d
about the true identity of our exampl es.

The ani mal i tself is rather beautifully marked and shoul d
have found two separate examples in my garden, one in 2019
compost bin). In fact if anyone does find some, all reco
coll ect them for exami Tatdii oy, anwdb/udrd den evteircy bhaarppi |y rece

organi ser .

As &i thot yet possible to record this via SEWBReCORD due t
directly with any records.

To contact the Recording Scphjeames hpd ve@yseeh ceomacidm Pet er Shaw:

Entomobrya Br Gi mhamb



mailto:Emily.shaw@buglife.org.uk
https://twitter.com/BuglifeCymru
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
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Gylfinir
Gyl finir Cymru/ Curl ew Wal es, a W I

working to secure the future o a es
Wal es, i s askbmgl of oby rreecmo rdteir rsg Curlew at Porthcawl
anywhere in Wales duri ng -Jtuhley )b.r

information will be used to as
their conservation prospects. T

Have you se
away from t

Julian Hughes, Curl

brown body andutwed, bidlown i s on
and easily recognised birds of
and evocativeeexpgriaagl |I',cofumrom

common English name, i s fast b
popul ation in Wales has fallen
every year ,-|l wveh eo@xuinmhctyi on thr

popul ation is now-6090t ibmaeteadd ntgo p

LERC Wal es, as a member of Gy |
ordinate t he records and ens
organisations working on the g
from the coast during March to
SEWBRe CORtDh e LERC Wal esWahpp p of
managed by t he Nort h Wa | beist . "™
curl ewcyfmomnu more about the wor k
Curl ew Wal estwebsi twew. curl ewwal

Check out our new website

SEWBReC

Cymraeg
@Gs SEWBReC Home About Recording DataServices Events I ma y 2 tS P 0 t t e d our

ZANOLFAN GOFNODION BIOAMRYWIAETH DE DOWYRAIN CYMRU

http:// www. sewbrec. o

We have some new feature
page dedicated to free o
resour ces: with over 250
http://www. sewbrec. org. u
resources

There is also a table of

each group:
http://www. sewbrec. org.u

Top e image 85 Wharay. chen S Coma Happy recording!



https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
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Ger man Weassppu | a g@a mdtinfLc am Ol ds

Adventures I n the world of W

Colin Titcombe

For the purpose of wwalpsefarsi tbet hlhelkiong dWwas psapefr Gwent . My
insects put the number of British species at nNVMepepubae)aosdfm
these | wi ||, her e, be mostldy heo Coemmo&/c weigtla | jvuadntg a ttihee sGrea a
(WVespul a germdnihmaigh t he nesbholoifc mo Weosg pvelgd asmamaeagpisdiaa wn among

My first memory of wasps comes from the time of my early cft

the Cherry Tree Field at Brockwell s Farm (Caerwent), and u
subjected to the attack of angry wasps. | had wal ked over
fashion. My obvious reaction should have been to run away, |
my feet and swatting them until, finally, the realitytigedlt h

do®@ know how dharky,epli ngasrecords at that ti mel!

My second rewasgpheobiabhyofcame from &§6BB606tlinmeo uirn ktihke hmeind at t
spi dlerge(nsap.i)a | i ved in a web in the corner of& tfheea rwionfd oswp indeear
@edbf this one and used to throw dead flies into the web whi
able to extract any nouri shment from these corpses | do not
a dead wasp and tossed that onto the web. The spider dashed
short and dashed back into her | air as fast as she hadh¢ef
ground. The wasp was obviously not alive and so, very -giilnlg
bel ow, repaired the web and r et rde antaerdnitnog hceorl oluariart i comc € nmoarr ek
the spider to adopt precautionary tactics.

During the course of my |ife | have been stung by the wasp
during my time working in forestry | suf f evecedddanygy onois ¢ nle ano tr
coni fers in Wentwoodd trmeadt | arud timitso rae smelstped -bianl la. wats pwasst iy
painful, but perhaps not as painful or serious&as mpiaght wh e h
rather than its sting.

When it comes to feeding their | arvae, wasps are predatoary

good year for wasps was al Wapspa)gewndr yaebdibobrwaspanelidvestlfe

Despite their very intimidating stings they are eagerly sou
the former in Gwent, having seen these enigmatic birds omly
commgprn ace predat-gpoend-messageduring the summer months is not
I made a special effort to evalwuate the extent of theseOpre
metres which | ay close to an active Badger yeatrt .f oRaihveedrs wahs

plundered by the Badgers within the boundary of the study
any wuaesspt s which had not been | ocated and excavated by the



