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Welcome to the 26th issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter! 
 
This Spring we have a wonderful edition for you. To get you inspired to record this summer Neville Davies recounts 
how he discovered a new fungi species for Wales (p4-5) and we have a summary of our other new to Wales species 
(p 6-7). There is plenty of pollinator content for spring with an update on the B-lines project from Buglife (p8-10), 
and items on wasps (p12-13), butterflies and bees (p16).  Plants in rural and urban ecosystems are covered; Colin 
Titcombe discusses the biodiversity of the Wye Valley Woodlands and the Livox Area (p24-25) and Jon Mortin gives 
us a summary of the City Nature Challenge (p26-27). Mammals (p3) and birds are also not forgotten - be sure to 
read Mark Evanõs inspiring article on monitoring a Raven roost for over 20 years (p18-19.  
 
You can get out in the field this summer as there are plenty of 
opportunities to get involved in surveying otters with South 
Wales Otter Trust (p3),  bats and invertebrates with Natur Am 
Byth! (p14-16) or set up your own local BeeWalk (p17). 
 
Keep an eye out on our social media or monthly email updates 
for  upcoming SEWBReC events, or use the fantastic new 
events calendar on our website to see other events going on 
in your area. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed towards the 
newsletter! 
 

Naomi Rich, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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World Otter Day 
 

Lee Jenkins 
 

South Wales Otter Trust has been busy since I last updated you all at the Recordersõ Forum! 

We are now 900+ strong and have been busy training more volunteer surveyors to survey a given stretch of 

watercourse once per month for basic otter signs (footprints, spraint etc).  We have been targeting areas with little or 

no records, recording the results and passing them on to SEWBReC. 

Wherever possible, survey areas are given close to where surveyors live to reduce our carbon footprint, but this has 

its own challenges! 

We are also now connected with and working with police Rural Crime Officers and have been assisting in various 

potential breaches of the legislation protecting our wild otters. These range from disturbance of holts and resting 

places to illegal traps and snares. Thankfully these are quite rare, but itõs important that we have a rapid system in 

place to be able to deal with these and prosecute possible offenders.  

If you suspect an illegal otter trap, disturbance to a holt or resting place (even if itõs development) you can contact 

SWOT admin, or dial 101 and ask for rural crime, or call the NRW incident line on 0300 065 3000. 

We have been awarded a grant for water testing equipment by the Brecon Beacons National Park, to allow us to test 

watercourses in and around the park.  This links into our surveyors areas, training and monitoring and of course lack 

of otter presence. The current situation of the pollution in the River Usk is extremely concerning and we are working 

with other stakeholders on this issue. 

On the 25th May itõs the International Otter Survival Fund (IOSF) World Otter Day, we are asking everyone who is 

competent in basic otter signs to get out on their local watercourse  and collect some records, which can be 

uploaded to SEWBReC. Please remember health and safety and public access, and enjoy the physical and mental 

health benefits of being outside. 

One last note from me, we are looking for a volunteer to help develop and run our website, if you can help please 

drop us a line at welshotter@yahoo.com. 

Thanks and happy ottering!! 

 

Banner: Ê South Wales Otter Trust. Otter Ê Jeff Chard 
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Yew never know - a first for Wales 
 
Neville Davies 
 
My love of nature stretches back for many years, instilled in me from an early age from walks with my late father, who 

was a keen wildlife lover. Birds have always been my main passion, but I also have an interest in animals, butterflies, 

plants and fungi amongst other things. I first got into studying fungi more in-depth, from being inspired by the lovely 

pictures in the Living Countryside magazine that came out in the early 90s, and seeing pictures of strange species just 

waiting to be found. My book collection of flora and fauna started to then grow, and there were some species of fungi in 

particular that I really wanted to see - Magpie Ink Cap, Cage Fungus, Earthstars, and Dog Stinkhorn to name a few. The 

last few years in particular have seen some great fungi finds for me, with Magpie Ink Caps being in abundance this year, 

and evoking fond memories of finding my first ever one on a walk with my father many years previously. Last year, in the 

same mixed woodland, I found a new species for my growing list, Dog Stinkhorns, a group of twenty-seven, and to say I 

was ecstatic would be an understatement. I didn't realise how tiny they were, so different to their taller, familiar (and very 

smelly) cousin, the Stinkhorn. 

 

Before I tell you about my most exciting find to date, two years ago I found a new species for my list, by chance I must 

confess, and one that had close to a thousand likes and re-tweets when I placed the pictures on Twitter. Let me paint the 

scene for you, the area in question is a limestone ridge extending across an area of high ground in Gwent, with mixed 

woodlands, ancient woodlands, open fields and damp areas, so there is a great mix of habitats. I am always listening out 

for and looking at the birds feeding, but also keeping an eye on the ground for plants (I have found some great species 

in the area including Bird's Nest Orchid, Frog Orchid, Yellow Bird's Nest and Ploughman's Spikenard to name a few). I also 

look out for fungi, on the ground, along branches, and in the grasses. Coming to the end of my walk on this one day, I 

walked off the beaten track as I tend to do, to explore deeper into the woods, and by chance glanced across at an old 

Hazel, where something caught my eye. I looked across and at first thought I saw a Curtain Crust fungus growing on one 

of the branches, but something made me walk over to look closer. I was so glad I did as I had just found the very rare 

Hazel Glove fungus. I was absolutely overjoyed and punching the air would not be an exaggeration. You could really see 

how it gets its name, it does indeed look like marigold gloves. I alerted SEWBReC to the find for their records. Since that 

day, I found another specimen in the same woodland but about a hundred yards away last year, whilst searching a new 

section of an ancient Hazel hedgerow, I was delighted to find a further seventeen specimens with six more in January of 

this year. 

 

Fast forward to 2021 along the same ridge, in the ancient mixed woodland, and I am enjoying an afternoon visit, 

searching for fungi. There are Chaffinches in good numbers, and Robins, Wrens, Nuthatches and Jays are all active, with a 

distant Great Spotted Woodpecker calling, and close by, our smallest resident bird, the Goldcrest, feeding actively in the 

canopy above me. I had a feeling this was going to be a good walk as a male Goshawk gave a quick fly-by view. Wood 

Sorrel leaves carpet small patches on the woodland floor and the leaves of the Beech trees are adding a gold colour to 

the floor, where the occasional fungi is poking through such as Rooting Shank. Mosses and lichens adjourn many of the 

trees, and fallen rotting branches are carpeted by Beech Woodwort, Beech Jellydisc, Artist's Fungus, Turkey Tail, Birch 

Polypore, Birch Mazegill and Sulphur Tuft to name a few. This particular woodland has many large ancient Oaks and 

Beech, and a scattering of Yews here and there. My late father always taught me to approach the Yews as quietly as 

possible, as on many an occasion there would be a roosting Tawny Owl in one of them. Even today, I approach the Yews 

in the same manner. 

 

Ganoderma carnosum Ê Neville Davies 

Left to right: Dog Stinkhorn, Magpie Ink Cap and Hazel Gloves. All pictures copyright of Neville Davies, walks leader, nature

https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com


 

 

But today will be a different day for me. I am approaching two Yews growing close together that I have been visiting for 

many years, on a slight slope, and deep within the woods. There are no owls roosting today but a fungi has caught my 

eye. It is a Ganoderma species, I could tell that straight away. Common Ganoderma (Artist's Fungus) grows on a lot of the 

Beech in the area, but I had never known it to grow on Yew. Besides, the colour was different, more of a conker colour 

than the dark underneath of Artist's Fungus. I took some photos but didn't think too much of it. Later at home I thought 

back to having never seen a Ganoderma species growing on Yew, so I googled this and to my surprise, a picture emerged 

of a conker-coloured bracket fungi called Ganoderma carnosum - and it stated it was a very rare fungus indeed. Indeed, it 

had been recorded at a site in Scotland and several sites in England, but never in Wales. Can you imagine my excitement, 

and my anxiety that it was not carnosum after all? But the more pictures I looked at on-line and in the books, all showed G. 

carnosum and all confirmed it grows on Yew, and apart from the occasional Sulphur Polypore (Chicken of the Woods), 

these are the only two species of fungi usually associated with Yew. 

 

One of the on-line sites said to alert Kew Gardens if this species was found which I duly did, and they advised speaking to 

a local fungi group to see if anyone could confirm the species via spore samples. So, after a bit of searching I emailed 

Roger Evans of the Gwent Fungus Group and sent him the pictures. He too thought it was carnosum and advised on how 

to get some spore samples. Several weeks later there were signs of spores being present, so I was able to carefully collect 

some and placed them into a small envelope, which I duly sent to Roger. There was an excited but anxious wait to hear 

what Roger had deduced. Roger lectured in Mycology and Microbiology in the University of London, and also spent a lot 

of time teaching students how to measure objects under the microscope, so I was confident the spores were in safe and 

knowledgeable hands. 

 

Finally, the wait was over, there was an email waiting for me from Roger. With anticipation I opened the email expecting it 

to say ôsorry but on this occasionõ, but I was wrong, the spore samples had been analysed and confirmed as Ganoderma 

carnosum ð and the records had been checked as well ð it was indeed a first for Wales. Can you just imagine my 

excitement and elation? It is such a proud moment when you find something rare, and I thought the Hazel Glove fungus 

find was going to be my top find, but this took centre stage. The next step was to submit the full record to the FRDBI (The 

Fungal Records Database of Britain and Ireland) - the main National Record Centre for Fungi, which Roger kindly did on 

my behalf complete with an ST code I provided for the location. My name is associated with the find now which makes me 

feel very proud. 

 

About Ganoderma carnosum 

 

Found in England and Scotland, it has not been formally recorded in Wales or Ireland as of 2015 according to the FRDBI, 

so you can appreciate my excitement at finding a first for Wales. The species was described scientifically in 1889 by French 

mycologist Narcisse Theophile Patouillard (1854 - 1926), who gave it the scientific name Ganoderma carnosum by which 

this bracket fungus is still generally known today. In Greek, the word Ganos means brightness or polished to a bright 

sheen, and derma means skin. The genus name Ganoderma makes reference to the lacquered appearance of the caps of 

these bracket fungi. Carnosum comes from the Latin carnem, and means fleshy. This perennial bracket grows up to 20cm 

across and up to 7cm thick, and is usually attached by a lateral stem 1 - 10cm long, and sometimes with an ascending 

downward-tapering stem. The upper surface is a bright reddish-brown with the stem being a similar colour. The infertile 

crust is often 'bumpy' with concentric grooves that are described as poorly delineated. When young, they are shiny (they 

reminded me of a colour similar to that of conkers), but as they mature they become darker. 

 

I am still visiting this special ancient Yew tree on my walks in that area of woodland, and the original three specimens have 

now increased to seven. Three smaller, conker-coloured specimens have emerged on the other side of the main trunk with 

the seventh specimen on a branch just above head height. I often ponder a new name for the species as carnosum does 

not really do it justice, so I have thought of a few ôunofficialõ names such as Yew Bracket and Conker Bracket. But the moral 

of the story here is, Yew never know what is out there waiting to be found. 

Left to right: Dog Stinkhorn, Magpie Ink Cap and Hazel Gloves. All pictures copyright of Neville Davies, walks leader, nature talks, newspaper 

columnist and author. @ecology_cymru  wildmajorca@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com


 

 

New to Wales species for SEWBReC! 
 
Elaine Wright, SEWBReC 
 

Our wonderful Welsh wildlife continues to pop up in unexpected places ð 

including some new additions to the Welsh fauna and funga! 

 

 

In October 2021, a fungus found by Neville Davies in Gwent was confirmed 

as Ganoderma carnosum, a bracket fungus not previously recorded in 

Wales. This species is being mostly found on Yew (Taxus baccata) in UK 

despite using Fir (Albies) as a host in most countries. Identification was 

confirmed by Roger Evans of Gwent Fungus Group, using spore analysis. 

Also In October, Oak Rustic Dryobota labecula was recorded in Caldicot by 
Austin Rice - a species that has been spreading across southern England 
since 1991 and is now in Wales.  
 
A potentially unwelcome first for Wales is an October record of the Elm 
Zigzag Sawfly, Aproceros leucopoda, spotted in Penarth by Annie Irving. 
Originally from Asia this non-native species arrived in England in 2017 and 
is a potential threat to Elm trees - its spread through Britain is being 
monitored by Forest Research.  
 
George Tordoff has had great success finding new to Wales species 
recently. These include the tortricid moth Eudemis porphyrana, trapped in 
Cardiff in August 2021, and the picture winged fly Tephritis divisa, seen at 
Lavernock Point in October.  
 

In December 2021 George found Cosmopterix scribaiella, a new micro moth 

for Wales, at Gwent Wildlife Trustõs Magor Marsh Reserve. This tiny species 

mines the leaves of Phragmites. In January the micro moth Phyllonorycter 

 

Editors note: see page 4-5 for Nevilleõs article on Ganoderma carnosum 

New to Wales harvestman species Platybunus pinetorum Ê Paul Parsons 

Ganoderma carnosum Ê Neville Davies 

Oak rustic Dryobata labecula Ê Austin Rice 

Elm zigzag sawfly Aproceros leucopoda Ê Annie Irving 



 

 

ulicicolella was discovered at Barry Island, the leafmines of which were 

spotted in the stem of Common Gorse. The most recent discovery by 

George was the micro moth Selania laplastriana at Summerhouse Point, the 

larvae of which were found in the side shoots of some Wild Cabbage. 

 

In January 2022, the fungus gnat Greenomyia mongolica was spotted in 

Creigiau by Howard Burt. First recorded in UK in 2007, this species has not 

previously been found in Wales. 

 

An exciting new arrival to Wales was the European Orchard Bee (Osmia 

cornuta), spotted in Monmouth by Roger Ruston in March. This species first 

arrived in the UK in 2017 and has so far been mostly seen in London, with a 

few scattered records in the rest of southern Britain. Osmia cornuta is very 

keen on bee hotels, so worth keeping an eye out for in gardens.  

 

The prettiest new species to Wales (in my opinion!) is the Harvestman 

Platybunus pinetorum, spotted by Paul Parsons in Llangynwyd (see the cover 

photo). This forest dwelling species was first recorded in the UK in 2010, 

with records mostly found in Scotland and northern England. The south 

Wales record is a significant jump in distribution, indicating the species is 

probably going unrecorded elsewhere in Wales. 

 

James McGill and Richard Gallon went out on a spider hunt in March, 

particularly looking for two rare Centromerus species in the Wye Valley. They 

found females of both species (Centromerus serratus and Centromerus 

cavernarum) at both Wyndcliff Woods and Lady Park Woods. The spiders 

were living in small webs under large limestone rocks surrounded by Beech 

litter. These are the first Welsh records for both species, plus this could be 

the first time C. cavernarum has been photographed alive (no Google 

images of it anyway!). Centromerus serratus is Nationally Rare & Endangered 

and Centromerus cavernarum is Nationally Rare & Near Threatened.  

 
 

 

SEWBReC Recordersõ Grant Scheme 
Naomi Rich, SEWBBReC 

If you feel inspired by these excellent records and want to enhance 

your own species identification skills but feel that you do not have 

the financial means to do so, the Recordersõ Grant Scheme is here 

to help. Since the scheme started in 2020 we have already given 

out over Ã7,500 in funds.  

Grants of up to Ã500 are available for recording related expenses 

such as training courses, running workshops or equipment includ-

ing identification guides, moth traps and microscopes.  

This year we have streamlined our application form and added a 

scheme specifically for books and field guides. Learn more and 

download an application form our website at  

www.sewbrec.org.uk/grant. 

Ê Annie Irving 

Greenomyia mongolica Ê Howard Burt 

European Orchard Bee Osmia cornuta Ê Roger Ruston 

Cosmopterix scribaiella Ê George Tordoff 

Phyllonorycter ulicicolella Ê George Tordoff Centromerus cavernarum Ê Richard Gallon 

Ê SEWBReC 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/grant


 

 

An update on the Neath Port Talbot B-Lines project 
 
Emily Shaw 
 
Buglife Cymru was awarded funding by the National Lottery Heritage Fund in October 2020 to deliver an exciting new B-

Lines project in Neath Port-Talbot (NPT). The project is part of Buglifeõs wider B-Lines initiative that aims to develop a UK-

wide network of wildflower-rich areas to address the decline in insect pollinators such as bees, wasps, butterflies, moths 

and hoverflies. 

 

A very busy year and a half into our 3 year project, read on for a snapshot update on the B-Lines project so far!  

 

Our partnership work 

 

Working in partnership with Swansea 

University, we have been undertaking 

various habitat management works on 

Crymlyn Burrows SSSI to remove large 

areas of Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa), 

an invasive non-native species which is 

present across the dunes. Its removal 

will help to create more diverse plant 

communities and bare-ground habitat 

supporting important pollinator 

populations on the dunes. One year on, 

it has been fantastic to see natural 

colonisation of native wildflowers such 

as Evening Primrose, Kidney Vetch, 

Birdõs Foot-Trefoil, Common Restharrow 

and Dewberry. 

 

An impressive 2,500 wildflower plugs, sourced from Celtic 

Wildflowers were planted by a team of  volunteers from the 

university and Natural Resources Wales staff  to create a 

pollinator trail that runs through the Swansea Bay Campus.   

 

Itõs been a joy to work with the Woodland Trust and their 

volunteers at Brynau Farm to restore large areas of semi-

improved grassland back to wildflower-rich meadow. On 

what we call ôthe Mole fieldõ, mounds that had been planted 

with whips were scarified and seeded experimentally with 

locally sourced brush-harvested wildflower seed in attempt 

to supress grass growth. Over a few very windy weekends, a 

group of unfazed volunteers sowed a Yellow Rattle seed mix 

harvested from Hafod Wennol SSSI, also a coronation 

meadow, to create over 1ha of species-rich grassland. Future 

plans include increasing the diversity of the woodland rides 

and glades, creating bee banks and marginal planting 

around wetland areas. 

Left, the Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa) patch at Crymlyn Burrows SSSI before 

removal and right, after removal. 

Wildflower plug planting with volunteers at Swansea Bay 

Campus. 

Left, experimental seeding of mounds, middle and right, sowing Yellow Rattle. 



 

 

 

 

The project has been working with local housing associations to improve the management and diversity of their grassland 

verges. A number of verges owned by Tai Tarian in Sandfields were plug planted by staff and volunteers to enhance their 

diversity. These verges have been established as no mow areas to be allowed to flourish each spring and summer as 

ôstepping-stonesõ for pollinators.  

 

A new partnership with Church in Wales has enabled us to identify church grounds within the B-Lines that can be better 

managed for pollinators and other wildlife. St Catharineõs Church in Baglan have admirably made the move to manage 

their grassland as meadow through community rake-off days twice a year in the autumn and spring. We canõt wait to see 

what pops up in the meadow this summer!  

 

Working with communities and schools 

 

To help raise awareness of pollinators in local communities across Neath Port Talbot,  local consultancy Nature on your 

Doorstep has been instrumental in delivering a series of exciting family-friendly nature walks in Baglan Burrows, Crymlyn 

Burrows, Craig Gwladys, Gnoll Park and Eaglebush Valley Woods.  

 

Through a combination of outdoor and online art workshops, artist Tom Maloney has been working with two primary 

schools in Sandfields: Ysgol Gynradd Rhosafan and Sandfields Primary School to develop animations in English and Welsh 

using the childrenõs artwork and voices to tell the story of B-Lines and how you can get involved.  

 

 

Following Tomõs outdoor beach workshop with Sandfields 

Primary School last summer, we shared the schoolõs wildflower 

meadow designs with local councillors and NPT Councilõs 

Biodiversity Team. Plans are now underway to create a 

pollinator trail along the Aberavon Seafront! 

 

We had a wonderful day engaging with over 70 people at 

Swansea Science Festival last autumn. Our workshops 

centered around raising awareness of B-Lines and pollinators, 

including  the first trial of our interactive ôPollinator Passport 

Challengeõ game which highlights the different pressures that 

pollinators are facing. 

 

 

 

 

 

BeeWalk transects 

 

We have teamed up with our friends at Bumblebee Conservation Trust to offer a series of free BeeWalk and bumblebee 

identification workshops to increase the bumblebee monitoring effort in Neath Port Talbot which is home to the rare Shrill 

Carder Bee (Bombus sylvarum). With the help of Swansea University staff, Woodland Trust volunteers and enthusiastic 

residents, we have successfully set up three new BeeWalk monitoring transects in Baglan Moors, Crymlyn Burrows SSSI, 

and Brynau Farm.  We have still yet to encounter the Shrill Carder Bee (Bombus sylvarum) in NPT but we did spot two 

Brown-Banded Carder Bee (Bombus humilis) queens during our training session at Crymlyn Burrows! 

  

Left and middle, plug planting, and right, a community rake-off at St Catharineõs Church, Baglan. 

A showing of the B-Lines animation at Swansea 

Science Festival 
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Finally - welcome aboard Tom Bucher-Flynn, our newest 

member of the Buglife Cymru team, who amongst other 

things will be working on the NPT B-Lines project. 

 

Get involved 

We have number of volunteering and training opportunities 

including BeeWalk training, POMs Fit Count training and 

wellbeing and nature walks and conservation task days.  For 

more information and to join our project mailing list, 

contact Emily Shaw at Emily.shaw@buglife.org.uk or stay 

tuned via our twitter page: @BuglifeCymru  

 

 

 

 

 

We need your help! 

Do you own or manage land within the Neath Port Talbot B-Line?  We need your help! Please get in touch - we can 

provide support and advice on restoring and creating meadows.  

 

Help us create B-Lines and add your pollinator project to our Wales B-Lines Map: https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-

lines/b-lines-wales/. 

 

Find out more here: www.buglife.org.uk/projects/neath-port-talbot-b-lines. 

 

 

Brown-Banded Carder Bee (Bombus humulis) 

queen at Crymlyn Burrows, June 2021 Ê Buglife 

New non-native Springtail 

 
Graham Watkeys 
 

Collembola (or Springtails) are perhaps the most numerous group of invertebrates in the UK with thousands, if not tens 

of thousands, often being present in each cubic metre of soil and that number doesnõt include tree canopy and dead 

wood dwelling species.   They are small, often subterranean, and terribly easy to move around so unintentional 

introductions are unfortunately inevitable.  One such alien species has started to turn up in the UK recently.    

As with many newly discovered non-native species its taxonomy is confused and poorly understood, hence it is currently 

known as Entomobrya nr imitabilis (or in other words the Entomobrya that looks like imitabilis). Entomobrya imitabilis 

itself is thought to be a Chinese species which is only described from a single specimen hence the continued doubt 

about the true identity of our examples.   

The animal itself is rather beautifully marked and should be highly recognisable if you happen to come across any.  I 

have found two separate examples in my garden, one in 2019 (on a windowsill) and the second in April of this year (in a 

compost bin).   In fact if anyone does find some, all records and importantly any specimens if you have the equipment to 

collect them for examination and/or genetic bar-coding, would be very happily received by the recording scheme 

organiser. 

As itõs not yet possible to record this via SEWBReCORD due to its taxonomic uncertainty do also contact SEWBReC 

directly with any records.   

To contact the Recording Scheme please email Peter Shaw:  pja_shaw@yahoo.com 

 Entomobrya nr imitabilis Ê Graham Watkeys 

mailto:Emily.shaw@buglife.org.uk
https://twitter.com/BuglifeCymru
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
http://www.buglife.org.uk/projects/neath-port-talbot-b-lines
mailto:pja_shaw@yahoo.com


 

 

 
Have you seen a Curlew 
away from the coast? 
 
Julian Hughes, Curlew Wales Project 
 

 

Gylfinir Cymru/Curlew Wales, a partnership of organisations 

working to secure the future of Curlews as a breeding bird in 

Wales, is asking for recordersõ help by reporting sightings from 

anywhere in Wales during the breeding season (March-July). The 

information will be used to assess their numbers and improve 

their conservation prospects. The Curlew, with its long legs, large 

brown body and long, down-curved bill, is one of the most iconic 

and easily recognised birds of the Welsh landscape. Its distinct 

and evocative spring 'cour-eee' call, from which it gets its 

common English name, is fast becoming rare. Since 1993, the 

population in Wales has fallen by over 90% and is falling by 5% 

every year, with country-level extinction threatened by 2033. The 

population is now estimated to be 400-600 breeding pairs.. 

 

LERC Wales, as a member of Gylfinir Cymru, is helping to co-

ordinate the records and ensure these are available to 

organisations working on the ground. If you see Curlews away 

from the coast during March to July, please submit the details to 

SEWBReCORD, the LERC Wales app or the all-Wales portal 

managed by the North Wales LERC, Cofnod, at bit.ly/

curlewcymru. For more about the work of the group, visit the 

Curlew Wales website: https://www.curlewwales.org/.  

 

       

Curlew at Porthcawl Ê Paul Denning 

You may have spotted our website has 
had a facelift! 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/ 

 

We have some new features, including a 
page dedicated to free online species ID 
resources: with over 250 links:  

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/recorder-
resources 

 

There is also a table of local experts for 
each group:  

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/specialists 

 

Happy recording! 

 
Check out our new website! 
 
SEWBReC 

https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
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Adventures in the world of wasps 
 
 

Colin Titcombe 
 
For the purpose of this article the word ôwaspõ refers to the social, paper-making wasps of Gwent. My most recent book on 
insects put the number of British species at nine, one of which does not make a nest (the Cuckoo wasp Vespula austriaca). Of 
these I will, here, be mostly concerned with just two species ð the Common wasp (Vespula vulgaris) and the German wasp 
(Vespula germanica), although the nest of a Norwegian wasp (Dolichovespula norwegica) is also shown among the images.  
 

My first memory of wasps comes from the time of my early childhood when I was five or six years old. I wandered down into 
the Cherry Tree Field at Brockwells Farm (Caerwent), and up onto the bank close to the Upper Rodge Wood. Here I was 
subjected to the attack of angry wasps. I had walked over their underground nest and they had responded in predictable 
fashion. My obvious reaction should have been to run away, but, unaccustomed to such an attack, I simply stood here stamping 
my feet and swatting them until, finally, the reality hit home and I made a run for it. I had, of course, received multiple stings ð I 

donõt know how many, I wasnõt keeping records at that time! 
 
My second recollection of ôwaspsõ probably came from some time in the mid 1950õs. In our kitchen at the time a female House 
spider (Tegenaria sp.) lived in a web in the corner of the window near the sink. Despite my motherõs fear of spiders she made a 
ôpetõ of this one and used to throw dead flies into the web which the spider eagerly took advantage of. Whether the spider was 

able to extract any nourishment from these corpses I do not know but she certainly welcomed them. One day my mother found 
a dead wasp and tossed that onto the web. The spider dashed out with obvious enthusiasm, but, on seeing the wasp, stopped 
short and dashed back into her lair as fast as she had left it. Later, very cautiously, the spider came back out and tested the 
ground. The wasp was obviously not alive and so, very gingerly, she cut the web around it so that it fell to the window-sill 
below, repaired the web and retreated to her lair once more. The waspõs warning colouration / markings had obviously caused 

the spider to adopt precautionary tactics.  
 
During the course of my life I have been stung by the wasps many times, a consequence of working in the countryside, but 
during my time working in forestry I suffered my most memorable assault. It was while I was ôweedingõ a young plantation of 

conifers in Wentwood that I cut into a waspõs nest, and this resulted in a wasp stinging me in the eye-ball. It was painful, very 
painful, but perhaps not as painful or serious as might be expected. The pain was due more to the waspõs impact with my eye, 
rather than its sting.  
 
When it comes to feeding their larvae, wasps are predatory on other invertebrates. To the older generation of country people a 

good year for wasps was always a good year for craneflies (Tipula sp.) and vice-versa, but wasps have their predators too. 
 
Despite their very intimidating stings they are eagerly sought by both Honey buzzards and Badgers. I have no experience with 
the former in Gwent, having seen these enigmatic birds only on foreign birding trips. In the case of the Badger, however, their 
common-place predations on under-ground wasp-nests during the summer months is noted every year. In the summer of 2015 

I made a special effort to evaluate the extent of these predations. For this, I chose an area of woodland c. 400 metres by 100 

metres which lay close to an active Badger sett. Between the 21st June and the 28th July of that year fourteen wasp-nests were 

plundered by the Badgers within the boundary of the study area. Within the bounds of this same area I was unable to find 

any wasp-nests which had not been located and excavated by the Badgers. Their predations were very efficient indeed.  

German Wasp Vespula germanica, Cardiff Ê Liam Olds 


