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This edition showcases some of the great work (Cardiff Bat Group, pg. 28) and interesting recording (Vaughn
Matthews, pg. 32) which continued during the various lockdowns over the past 12 months. There are also lots of
ideas for new ways you can get involved in recording, with surveys ranging from Swifts (pg. 17), to Cowslips (pg.

18), to Water Voles (pg. 35). Colin Ti

show how long term recording can highlight the changes to Welsh wildlife (and geography!) over the years.
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Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsletter. | hope it proves an inspirational read to many recorders.

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor)

If you ever want to contribute an article to our biannual newsletter, please get in touch on
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Dormouse tracking tunnels in Wales: a new technique

for recorders and professional ecologists?
Diana (Di) Clark, Koru Ecology Associates / koruecologyassociates@gmail.com / 07591 504840

>e|D BURIQ @ 0J0Ud

For those of you who are not aware already, a number of projects in England have recently been exploring the use of
tracking tunnels for dormice, most notably by Simone Bullion and colleagues at Suffolk Wildlife Trust. To date, limited
work has been done in Wales to explore whether this technique will work in our somewhat wetter weather conditions,
although some work has been done in the south west of England and early results appear to show that it is likely to
be a useful technique even in areas of high rainfall, albeit with some tweaks to the methodology.

Some of the outcomes of these surveys seem to indicate that dormice are being picked up on sites relatively quickly
compared to o6traditional 8 next box/nesting tunnels methoc
survey licence from Natural Resources Wales is unlikely to be required, since the chances of disturbing dormice whilst

checking tracking tunnels is very slim. The use of tracking tunnels therefore has huge potential for the recording com-

munity to increase records of this elusive species across Wales, as well as providing professional ecologists with an

alternative approach to surveying for dormice in relation to development projects.

This spring, | am in the process of starting to test the technique at several sites in Swansea and Carmarthenshire, with

the help and support of Swansea Local Nature Partnership, Carmarthenshire County Council and The Wildlife Trust of
South and West Wales (thank you). Itds early days yet anc
which essentially requires the purchase of tracking tunnels and consumables, the cost of travel to each site every two

weeks or so for three months, and the cost of my time. If anyone is aware of any available funding that might support

this work, please do get in touch. Any contribution, big or small, would be very welcome.

| would also be really interested to hear from anyone else in Wales who might have had a play with using tracking
tunnels, even if itdés just been a case of sticking a few
ing what happens. Do get in touch via my details above.
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The Subtle Beauty that is the Stock Dove

Colin Titcombe

Most people on seeing a Stock Dove, would dismiss it as just another pigeon. They would probably think similarly on

hearing its low and rather uninventive cooingsong 8t he doubl e sy luhad Iree pnecattee do wsoeov e n  t
The level of these notes is such that even |, with my poor hearing, can pick it up over a distance of several hundred

yards.

The Stock Dove is still a relatively common bird in Gwent, but mostly goes unnoticed by all but bird -watching enthusi-
asts. A couple of decades ago it was undoubtedly more plentiful. My own records include quite large post -breeding
flocks feeding on arable fields and pasture land. And even in the early years of the present century | noted 33 Stock
Doves on fields at Hadnock Farm, Monmouth (12/02/2000); a flock of c.45 in the Usk Valley near Llanellon
(10/02/2000) and c.50 on a field at Newton, Monmouth on the 19th February 2003. In earlier years my records include
a flock of ¢.100 Stock Doves on Dewston Farm fields, Caldicot (20/12/1971) and c.40 on fields near the River Usk at
Llanllowell (29/01/1974).

At a distance the Stock Dove somewhat resembles a Wood Pigeon, but is rather more compact, and lacking any white
in the plumage. At close range, however, its true beauty can be fully appreciateddt he s o fgr eydd vpel umag e
trasting with a coal-black eye, and the patch of iridescent purple and green feathers on the side of its neck.

The O60songdé of the Stock Dove has already been described,
exander in Witherbyfés oHandbook of British Birdsdé, Vol I\
until March) until early November. However, during the exceptionally mild winter weather of late 2015 and early Janu-

ary 2016, the Stock Doves in Gwent continued with their cooing right through November, December and on into Jan-

uary, the last date on which | heard them (before writing these notes) being on the 12th January.

Postscript

This song period of the Stock Dove has since continued similarly through 2017, 2018 and 2019. In recent years the
cooing song has indicated some sixteen territories held by Stock Doves along the flank of the Wye Valley between
Tintern Parva and Whitebrook.
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Dragonflies in Glamorgan (VC41) in 2020

M.C. Powell, VC41 County Recorder

Despite challenging circumstances during nearly the whole of the dragonfly flight period, a total of 29 species were
recorded in Glamorgan in 2020. A dedicated group of just a dozen recorders amassed a total of nearly 1100 records
from over 95 sites.

The standout 2020 records were Scarce Chaser & Southern Migrant Hawker.

On 2nd June Frank Sengpiel posted several photographs on a local Facebook Group of a dragonfly he had seen at
Forest Farm NR to the north of Cardiff. It was soon noticed by a very keen teenage recorder, Tate Lloyd, who correctly
identified it as a Scarce Chaser, only the 2nd county record. Sadly, it could not be found again.

On 18th August David Bendell photographed a bright blue dragonfly at Porthkerry Country Park near Barry and sent
an image to the county recorder. It proved to be a Southern Migrant Hawker, again only the 2nd county record & hot
on the heels of the 1st in 2019.

The Atlas [Ed: Atlas of Dragonflies in Britain and Ireland gives just 3 extant sites for Downy Emerald in Wales with just
one in the south. The Glamorgan population at a fishing pond in Hensol Forest has been known for over 30 years &
appears stable with adults recorded most years. Occasionally individuals are noted from another site some 3km dis-
tant. During 2020 Downy Emerald was first recorded on 6th May (the earliest ever record) at the core site & once
again at the outlying site. It was also recorded at a further 3 new sites around Hensol Forest and rediscovered at a
former site where it had not been seen for very many years. Interestingly the three new sites are on a large golf course
where pools have only been dug within the last 10 years.



Violet Oil Beetle update Spring 2021

Mark Steer

Following my article in the Spring 2020 edition | have now managed to find triungulins (larvae)! I am not surprised |
have not seen before because they are not black as shown in most photos but orange brown. Also they emerged
much earlier than | expected & the first seen on 31/03/2021. Apparently these will have over wintered under ground
and emerge at the same time as the adults.

The first sighting of an adult was on 30/03/2021 slightly later than 2020 when first was sighted on 16/03/2020. | will
be continuing to monitor and record through the spring until June when their season finishes.
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Vale of Glamorgan Local Nature Partnership:

Join us!
Emily Shaw

The Vale of Gl amorgands Local Nature Partnership (LNP)
Resources and Wellbeing (ENRaW) fund. Our mission in the Vale is to reconnect people from all across the county

with nature. The Vale LNP includes a range of organisations, community groups and individuals with an interest in

taking action and making a difference for biodiversity.

To find out more about the partnership and how you can
nership Co-ordinator Emily Shaw at: or visit
. Find us on Twitter and

Volunteers needed to spot
high priority species

Andrea Rowe, Butterfly Conservation

Over the last few months Butterfly Conservation staff in Wales
have been reviewing progress for our High Priority species in
Wales. The review has identified species for which we still need
more data e.g. where there are known sites with no recent records
or where there are sites which support suitable habitat and food -
plants but have not been surveyed. Local volunteers with local
knowledge are incredibly important in this process 6 you may
know an area where Goldenrod grows which could support White
-spotted Sable moth. We want to tap in to that local knowledge
and encourage volunteers to keep their eyes open for a few spe-
cies in particular over the next few months.

All of the species are day-flying; click on the below links for our
individual information sheets with details of when and where to
look out for them:

Top left: White-spotted Sable © Chris
Manley;

Middle left: Grizzled Skipper © Paul
Parsons;

Bottom left: Narrow-bordered Bee
Hawk-moth © Annie Irving;

Right: Forester Moth © Martin Bell



mailto:eshaw@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Vale-of-Glamorgan
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Vale-of-Glamorgan
https://twitter.com/Vale_LNP
https://www.facebook.com/ValeLNP
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20White-spotted%20Sable_Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20White-spotted%20Sable_Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20Grizzled%20Skipper%20in%20Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20Grizzled%20Skipper%20in%20Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20Narrow-bordered%20Bee%20Hawk-moth_Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20Narrow-bordered%20Bee%20Hawk-moth_Wales.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Volunteers%20for%20Forester%20in%20Wales.pdf

In search of brown hares in the Vale

Bruce McDonald

When a member of the Wenvoe Wildlife Group recently spotted, photographed and recorded a Brown Hare, he was
surprised to note that there were no other local records of this mammal in the area. This seemed unusual as there
were records on Aderyn from all over Wales and the local landscape- a mosaic of arable fields and woodland should
suit the Hare. Subsequent discussion with the local farmer indicated that she was well aware of Hares and saw them
regularly, possibly helped by the good view from the seat of a tractor. Much of the rural parts of the Vale of Glamor-
gan with an emphasis on arable fields may well support Hare populations but appear to be under -recorded.

The Brown Hare,Lepus Europaeusis believed to have been introduced in Iron Age times, although now considered
naturalised, and it is the Mountain Hare which is our only true native species. It is protected in the UK under the Wild-
life and Countryside Act 1981 and is a Priority Species under the UK post 2010 Biodiversity Framework. However, the
Mammal Society reports that ‘they have little legal protection'. Numbers have declined possibly through a mix of
changes in farming practice and predation by foxes. Hare coursing, whilst illegal, remains a problem and was com-
mented on by the local farmer. If there are concerns about this when recording sightings, the 'sensitive’ category can
be used although the expectation is that those involved with this criminal activity will already have local knowledge
about Hare populations.

Have you seen a hare?

Due to the lack of recording the current status of brown hares in the Vale of Glamorgan is unknown, submit your
sightings to SEVWBReG@nd contribute to valuable monitoring of local populations in the Vale. Local farmers can be a
useful source of information on this mammal and a quick word with them can help to identify likely areas for sightings

More information about Brown Hares including ID tips can be found on the Mammal Society website.
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http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/submit-records-sewbrecord.page
https://www.mammal.org.uk/species-hub/full-species-hub/discover-mammals/species-brown-hare/
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The Birds of Wales/Adar Cymru

Daniel JenkinsJones

Your chance to buy this landmark book at a pre-publication price and save yourself £20.

It is more than 25 years since the first and only avifauna was published for all of Wales and much has changed since
then. This summer a new book, The Birds of Wales/Adar Cymru, will be published by Liverpool University Press and
the Welsh Ornithological Society (WOS).

Published on 1 July, this book charts the fortunes of birds in Wales, from the prehistoric to the present day. Edited by
volunteers from WOS and supported by LERC Wales, this new avifauna pools the knowledge and data gathered over
the last century of all 451 wild bird species recorded in Wales, and also includes shorter accounts of more than 100
non-native species recorded 6in the wildd.

The accounts for each species draw on the latest research and expertise from those who have studied birds in Wales

and, of course, the records submitted to Local Environmental Records Centres, including SEWBReC, and to groups like
Gwent Ornithological Society, Gower Ornithological Society and Glamorgan Bird Club. As well as all the information
youdd expect in each speciesd account, the book is also
which species may have nested at probably the highest ever altitude in Wales and England.*

The opening chapters describe, for the first time, the history of bird recording and conservation in Wales and the envi-
ronmental context, such as the impact of land-use, that has resulted in big changes for our birds. Knowledge of many
species has improved thanks to monitoring by volunteers, and information from all the major recording schemes has
been used by authors of the species accounts, many of whom are acknowledged experts on the species. It will be no
great surprise that only a quarter of breeding species have experienced an improvement in status since 1900.

The authors have explored the archaeological record of Wales as well as historic records in English, Welsh and Latin. It
traces the earliest evidence, such as Barnacle Geese that bred in Pembrokeshire before the last Ice Age and the foot-
prints of Common Crane preserved in Severn Estuary mud around 7,000 years ago.

Richly illustrated with over 200 stunning i mages by some
tors, the book also anticipates what may occur in the coming decades and it looks ahead to some of the changes yet

to come during the 21st century; some projected by an unstable climate and others dependent on decisions made by
politicians about farming, forestry and renewable energy.

It is a once-in-a-generation statement of the birds of Wales and it will have an essential place on the bookshelf of
everyone with an interest in birds in Wales.

The Birds of Wales/Adar Cymru is published, in English, by Liverpool University Press on 1 July 2021, price £45. 608
pages. Hardback. But, it can be ordered at the pre publication price of £25, plus p&p, until 30 June. Use the code
WALESS50. Please visit liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/r/birdsof-wales or phone 07766 472078.

* A Wren was once reported breeding 50m below the summit of Snowdon, Caernarfonshire, at an altitude of about
1,035m.
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EDITED BY Rhion Pritchard,
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It is almost 30 years since the first Hardback ISBN 9781800859722

avifauna was published for all of
Wales and much has changed.
We now have a better understanding of how humans have affected birds of Wales,
particularly the twin challenges of land-use and climate change.

The Birds of Wales tells the stories of all the birds that have been recorded here,
whether common or rare, and looks forward, anticipating what may occur in the
coming decades.

PUBLISHED BY LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY PRESS
ON BEHALF OF THE WELSH ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
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UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme

Can you help monitor pollinators for the UK Pollina-

tor Monitoring Scheme?
Martin Harvey, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology

Many different insect groups play a role in plant pollination. We have good information about the distribution of

many of these groups, thanks to the work of volunteer recorders, local records centres and national recording
schemes over many years. From this we know that there have been many changes in the distribution of insect species,
with some increasing and some retracting their range. But tracking changes in the abundance of insects is more of a
challenge, and requires a more structured survey approach.

The UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme (PoMS) is the first scheme in the world to have begun generating long-term
systematic data on the abundance of bees, hoverflies and other flower-visiting insects at a national scale. Abundance
data can be used alongside the more usual species distribution records to add an extra strand of information and help
us assess what is happening to pollinators, and how this might affect both wild plants a cultivated crops.

PoMSisrunningtwo large-s cal e surveys throughout the UK witlhsechel p fr c
Ti med Count é or FI IminGeaumey to coflectaatason mimbers of hdkcts that visit a patch of tar-

get flowers. You are asked to choose a particular fl ower
the insects that land on the flowers in a ten-minute period, identifying the insects into broad groups such as
Obumbl ebeeso6, Osolitary beeso6, oOoOhoverfliesod6 etc.

FIT Counts can be done anywhere, including in gardens and parks, in warm, dry weather any time from April to Sep-
tember. Since 2018, more than 3,300 counts have been submitted from more than 1000 sites across the UK. Last
month we launched a new FIT Count app, available in English and Welsh languages and including a guide to recognis-
ing the insect groups you need to count.

PoMS also organises an intensive systematic survey of bees, hoverflies and other insects across a network of 1 km
squares in England, Wales and Scotland, with Northern Ireland joining the scheme this year. At each of these 1 km
squares the survey consists of running pantraps to catch samples of insects, which are sent back to the PoMS labora-
tory for further analysis. POMS volunteers set out the pan-traps on four days during the summer, once each in May,
June, July and April.

There are some squares still available to be 6adoptedod, i
map, right). New volunteers are provided with all the equipment needed to complete four survey visits a year, and are
shown the sampling locations and how to set out the traps during an initial site visit with one of the POMS team.

I f youdd | i ke to know more about t heonk@kimacsigaodave will psovidev ey s
further information. For the FIT Counts all the information you need is available on the PoOMS website

( ), where youdéll find video guides, recording forms
(Note that we are about to |l aunch a new website at the at
the previous web pages at )

PoMS continues to work closely with the existing recording schemes, especially the Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording
Society, and the Hoverfly Recording Scheme, so please keep sending in your species records!


mailto:poms@ceh.ac.uk
https://ukpoms.org.uk/
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/pollinator-monitoring

Ten tips for carrying out a FIT Count

1. FIT Counts take about 1315 minutes, during which
you are asked to count every insect that lands on the
flowers of your chosen target flower species.

2. You can complete a FIT Count in good weather be-
tween 1 April and 30 September.

3. "Good weather" is dry, and with temperature at least
13°C in sunny conditions, or at least 15°C when cloudy.

4. Choose just one type of flower as your target flower -
where possible use one of the FIT Count target flowers,
but if you can't find one from the list you can choose a
different flower as the target.

5. Mark out a 50 x 50 cm patch containing your target.

6. Count the number of individual flowers for your target
species that are within your patch.

7. Set a timer for ten minutes, and count all insects that
land on the target flowers (ignore other flowers, and do
your best to count each individual insect once only!).

8. Identify the insects into their broad groups
(bumblebees, hoverflies etc.)d any that you don't recog-
nise should be counted as "other insects".

9. Fillin some simple weather details.

10. Don't forget to send in your results via the POMS
website or FIT Count app.

| [
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UK PolIlnator Monitoring Scheme 9'

PoMS squares at 10 May 2021
B square adopted
Bl square available

PoMS 1 km squares shown as 10 km squares

Useful links

P\?r)fM S POMS website

A FIT Count app for Android
FIT Count app for Apple

FIT Count video guide
. FIT Count insect groups video
1 km square survey video

PoMS presentation from the
NFBR conference

PoMS presentation from the FSC
. Biodiversity series

HO PoMS is ceordinated by the UK

Centre for Ecology & Hydrology,

-working in partnership with the
Bumblebee Conservation Trust,
Butterfly Conservation, British Trust
for Ornithology, Hymettus, Univer-
sity of Reading, University of Leeds
and Natural History Museum.

B


https://ukpoms.org.uk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.fit
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.fit
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1540771889
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1540771889
https://youtu.be/IuTiPEJI8rQ
https://youtu.be/1Fm1KKiUC8Q
https://youtu.be/FZo8sZcZfvM
https://youtu.be/7fQZ0imlmrs
https://youtu.be/8alvnn7fABs

White Moulds, Ramularia and Phacellium
Anamorphs, in Wales and Britain: A Guide

and Welsh Census Catalogue

Liwydni Gwyn, Anamorffau Ramularia a
Phacellium, yng Nghymru a Phrydain:
Cyfeirydd a Chatalog Cyfrifiad Cymreig

Arthur O. Chater, Ray G. Woods, R. Nigel
Stringer, Debbie A. Evans & Paul A. Smith
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White Moulds, Ramularia and Phacellium Anamorphs in
Wales and Britain: A Guide and Welsh Census Catalogue

The 0Whi t RamMariadndiPhacellumAnamor phs i n Wales and Br iwinaingrse i s t
ries of books on phytoparasitic fungi written by the Welsh Microfungi Group. This volume covers the White Moulds

which are a comparatively neglected group compared to the Rusts, Smuts, Downy and Powdery Mildews. However,

they are very common and can be conspicuous, infecting a wide range of plants and a few species are economically

important as agricultural and horticultural pathogens. There are around 350 species worldwide, including about 108

recorded for Britain and Ireland, of which 81 have so far been found in Wales. Most are surprisingly easy to identify.

The book aims to raise the profile of the White Moulds and provides an identification guide to the species found in
Wales and in Britain. It includes anintroduction to the group, with sections on Finding; Collecting and Preservation
Identification; Conservation and Habitat PreferencesThese are followed by detailed species accounts which form the
main part of the book. There is a census catalogue of species recorded in Wales and useful tables of all the species
recorded in Britain and Ireland sorted by fungus and by host.

The book is richly illustrated including full colour macroscopic images of infected plants and microscopic images of
the fungi. Using the book and knowing the host species it should be possible to identify most of the species collected
and we hope it will encourage and stimulate more recording of this group.

The book is in A4 format, spirally bound with a plastic-coated cover and contains 128 pages and over 300 images. You
can examine anonline version here.

Copies, as a result of financial support from the British Society for Plant Pathology and the British Mycological Society,
only cost £6.50 plus £3.20 p&p directly from Ray Woods, Ty Mawr Mill, Builth Wells, Powys. LD2 3SH. Email:
raygwoods@aol.com.

Hard copies will also be available from on-line book suppliers (ISBN 9780-956 5750-5-0) and digital copies can be
download free from http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads/Chater21 -RamulariaWalesCensus.pdf

Hard copies of the Downy Mildews (Peronosporaeag and White Blister-rusts (Albuginaceaé) of Wales: ringbound cost
£8.50 plus £3.20 p&p; perfectly bound cost £12 plus £3.20 p&p, both directly from Ray Woods, (see above). Hard cop-
ies of some volumes are also available from ontline book suppliers: Summerfield Books and NHBS.

Copies of all the previous volumes in the series: Rust Fungus Red Data List of Wales; Smut and Allied Fungi of Wales;
Powdery Mildews of Wales; Downy Mildews and White Blisterrusts of Wales are also available to download from
https://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/links/index.shtml .



http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads/Chater21-RamulariaWalesCensus.pdf
mailto:raygwoods@aol.com
http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/downloads/Chater21-RamulariaWalesCensus.pdf
https://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/links/index.shtml

Plant Alert o Preventing future in-

Plant - |er’r vasions of ornamental plants
April Webb, Coventry University

uoj[eys eusynes

Introduced into Britain and Ireland by well -meaning historic plant-hunters, plants such as Himalayan Balsam now
swamp riverside and woodland vegetation. Simultaneously, Rhododendron ponticumcauses headaches in the country-
side, and Japanese Knotweed remains the scourge of homeowners. If only scientists could go back in time and warn
those gardeners that some of the species they were lovingly cultivating so carefully would cause us all centuries of
economic and environmental problems.

Wel | herefs the next best thing: scientists are engagi ng
morrowds invasive species today. Plant Alert offers garde
showing signs of invasiveness. Gardeners are best placed to spot these potential troublemakers the plants that have

to be controlled to prevent them from overgrowing other plants or spreading into parts of the garden where they are

not wanted. Traits that should set alarm bells ringing include vigorous growth, prolific self -seeding, longer flowering
periods, and any plant that the gardener has to Okeep on

There are often long delays, sometimes more than 100 years, from the introduction of ornamental plants in gardens

to recognising a problematic plant in the wild, making ef
plants introduced into gardens over the lastcentury have created an oOinvasion debtd of
introduced and present in gardens. Furthermore, the invasion risk of these species could potentially be accelerated by

climate change, resulting in plants previously not considered fully hardy to establish and spread. The challenge is to

identify the potential future problematic plants out of this ever -increasing pool of about 80,000 ornamental plants

available to gardeners.

For more information, to contribute, and view results, visit

Plant Alert recently featured in the FSC Biolinks Natural History Live series, which you can catch up on here:

Plant Alert also has a Twitter feed where you can keep track of the activities of the project, latest news, and potential
species to look out for and report on
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http://www.plantalert.org
https://youtu.be/jn4pZyCTMls
https://youtu.be/jn4pZyCTMls
https://twitter.com/Plant_Alert

