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Welcome to the 34th edition of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter.  

Invertebrates kick us off with Welsh colonies of Railway Bagworms (p3) and meadows full of diversity (p4-7).  Take note of the new 
advice from the RSPB about feeding birds (p7).   

SEWBReC has reached a significant milestone in its data holdingsñ the database now includes a whopping 8 million records (p10-11).   
A huge thank you to all the recorders that have helped us reach that fantastic number.  

Take a step back in time to the wonderful historic natural history photographs taken by Colonel H Morrey Salmon (p16-17).  Join us at 
one of the many events taking place over the next few months (p28), and brush up your field skills by booking onto one of the species 
identification courses (p. 29-31).   

As usual, a very big thank you to all those who have contributed to this newsletter.  We currently produce the newsletter twice per year, 
and articles are always welcome.  Email info@sewbrec.org.uk if you would like to contribute to the next edition.   

Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 

 

P.S.  Look out for a lichen species that seems to be popping up across south east Wales, namely Golden-eye Lichen (Teloschistes 
chrysophthalmos), a distinctive bright-orange fruticose lichen that grows on 
twigs of hawthorn and apple trees.  Current UK distribution maps show that it is 
a southern species, its stronghold being the Mediterranean.  SEWBReC has 19 
records overall, 13 of 
which are from 2026!  
Is it spreading or just 
under-recorded?  
The species is listed 
on Section 7 (a list of 
species and habitats 
of principal 
importance in Wales), 
and is categorised as 
Critically Endangered 
and Nationally Rare.  
Keep your eyes 
peeledñthere are 
plenty of squares to 
fill.     
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Golden-eye Lichen É Steven Murray  Distribution of Golden-eye Lichen records held on 
Aderyn 
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The Railway Bagworm 
David Slade (VC41 County Recorder Lepidiptera) 
 
In January 2005 I discovered the first Welsh colony of 
Bankesia conspurcatella (subsequently given the common 
name Scarce Bagworm). I had adult males in my then garden 
on Mynachdy Road and at the bus stop on The Philog, so all 
in the vicinity of the Gabalfa interchange in Cardiff. The males 
fly early in the morning and late in the evening, from January 
through to the beginning of April. The females are wingless 
and never leave their larval cases, making expansion of range 
limited entirely down to the caterpillars! 

No larval cases or females have been found in Mynachdy as 
yet, but they have been found at Radyr Station (both on the 
platform and under the footbridge that crosses the Taff into 
Forest Farm), and Bridgend Train station (although they are 
restricted to just one wall here!). 

In 2005 it was only known from half a dozen other locations 
across the UK, but it has now been found in considerably 
more, and interestingly many of them are at or near railways 
and stations. I really think they missed a trick giving it the 
boring common name of ôScare Bagwormõ ð Railway Bag-
worm would lead to much better engagement, I think. 

This year, the species was added to Section 7 of the Environ-
ment Act Wales (2016), indicating that it is now a species of 
conservation concern in Wales. Off the back of this, with help 
from Pip Gray at Butterfly Conservation, we have been en-
gaging with the ecologists at Transport For Wales, and hope 
that we can incorporate this peculiar moth into their man-
agement plans ð and maybe find it at more stations along the 
way. 

 

L
a
r
v
a
 
f
o
u
n
d
 
i
n
 
a
 
c
o
b
w
e
b
 
a
t
 
R
a
d
y
r
 
T
r
a
i
n
 
S
t
a
t
i
o
n
 
i
n
 
2
0
0
3
 
É
 
D
a
v
i
d
 
S
l
a
d
e

 

The colonial wall at Bridgend Train Station in 2019 É David Slade 

Adult Male from Mynachdy Road, January 2005 É David Slade 
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Buzzing Meadows 
Christian Owen ð Director of Conservation & Land Management, Glo I Natur CIC 
 

Uncovering Invertebrate Diversity in Monmouthshire's Meadows 

In the rolling landscapes of Monmouthshire, two cherished grassland reserves are proving to be vital havens for some of 
south-east Walesõ most fascinating ð and often overlooked ð wildlife. Kingcoed Meadows and Trellech Wet Meadow, both 
managed by the dedicated Monmouthshire Meadows Group, were the focus of detailed invertebrate surveys throughout 
2025. Led by me, Christian Owen of Christian Owen Bio-Surveys, these studies recorded a combined total of over 700 
invertebrate species, highlighting the importance of these flower-rich sites for bees, beetles, spiders, flies, and many more 
groups. 

Traditional, low-intensity meadow management ð featuring late hay cuts, no chemical inputs, and carefully timed grazing 
ð is helping these special places resist the widespread habitat loss and biodiversity declines seen across much of the 
countryside. These surveys not only celebrate the richness of these sites but also provide baseline data to guide future 
conservation efforts, reminding us all of the hidden gems in our local landscapes.   

 

Kingcoed Meadows: A Buzz of Rare Finds 

Nestled near the hamlet of Kingcoed, south-east of Raglan, this 11.8-acre site comprises two large, traditional, flower-rich, 
unimproved meadows bursting with wildflowers such as Birdõs-foot Trefoil, Common Catõs Ear, Common Spotted and 
Southern Marsh Orchids, Hogweed, Knapweed, Rough Hawkbit, Tufted Vetch, Yellow Rattle and many more. Purchased 
by the Meadows Group in 2016 with support from various trusts and local donors, it stands as an inspiring example of 
grassroots conservation. 

The surveys here, which were conducted over four daytime visits between April and August, recorded 444 invertebrate 
species, including 52 of ôconservation interestõ. Among the highlights was the striking Long-horned Bee (Eucera 
longicornis), a Section 7 priority species under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The site also supports the ôVulnerableõ 
Broad-banded Nomad Bee (Nomada signata), a cleptoparasite of the Tawny Mining Bee (Andrena fulva), along with rare 
and scarce species such as the bee-mimicking Downland Villa fly (Villa cingulata), Knapweed Ghost (Acanthiophilus 

Male Long-horned Bee (Eucera longicornis) É Liam Olds  
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helianthi), the spiders Araneus triguttatus, Pardosa tenuipes, and Xysticus acerbus (now a Section 7 species), and the 
beetles Acupalpus exiguus, Clover Head Weevil (Hypera meles), Protapion difforme, and Protapion varipes. 

Even more exciting were several significant discoveries, including: the planthopper Scottianella dalei (also recorded at 
Trellech), a small and strikingly marked delphacid which turned out to be new to Wales. The nationally scarce click 
beetle Oedostethus quadripustulatus was seemingly new to the Vice-County 35 of Monmouthshire (VC35). Two 
species recently recognised as new to Britain were also recorded here: the seed beetle Bruchidius varius and the 
tachinid fly Phasia barbifrons (Yellow-clubbed Phasia). The beetle fauna alone included 119 species, 16 of which were 
of ôconservation interestõ. 

The meadowsõ varied structure ð short turf in spring giving way to taller vegetation in summer, bordered by old 
hedgerows ð combined with a late-July hay cut followed by sheep grazing, creates favourable conditions for a wide 
range of invertebrates to complete their life cycles.  

A summary of the invertebrate groups recorded at Kingcoed Meadows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trellech Wet Meadow: A Wetter Wonderland 

Further north, in the historic village of Trellech, lies the larger 24-acre Wet Meadow reserve ð a Local Wildlife Site. 
Leased from the Welsh Church Trust by the Meadows Group, the site comprises a mosaic of neutral to slightly acidic 
grasslands, seasonal wetlands, streams, ponds, scrub, and oak woodland. 

The surveys here, also conducted over four daytime visits, recorded 485 invertebrate species, including 60 of 
ôconservation interestõ, with particularly strong representation from wetland-loving groups such as hoverflies, 
soldier flies, snail-killing flies, and true bugs. Bumblebees, solitary bees, ground beetles, spiders, and harvestmen also 
thrive, supported by the siteõs diverse habitats. 

Key finds included the Section 7 priority ground beetle Scarce Four-dot Pin-palp (Bembidion quadripustulatum), 
along with rare and scarce species such as the False Fleshfly (Eurychaeta palpalis), Western Bee-fly (Bombylius 
canescens), Scarce Red-legged Robberfly (Dioctria cothurnata), the crab spider Xysticus acerbus, and the beetles 
Acupalpus exiguus, Attactagenus plumbeus, Enicmus fungicola, Cramp-ball Fungus Weevil (Platyrhinus resinosus), 
Polydrusus formosus, and Protapion varipes. 

 

 

Number of 
Species 

ôConservation 
Interestõ 

Total species 444 52 

Coleoptera (beetles) 119 16 

Diptera (flies) 83 11 

Hemiptera (true bugs) 69 8 

Arachnida (harvestman, spiders etc.) 50 7 

Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) 41 5 

Hymenoptera (bees, wasps, ants, etc.) 39 4 

Mollusca (slugs and snails) 15 0 

Collembola (springtails) 11 0 

Other 7 0 

Orthoptera (crickets, grasshoppers etc.) 6 0 

Neuroptera (lacewings) 3 1 
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Three species seemingly new to Wales were also encountered here: the weevil Polydrusus flavipes, the leafhopper Zygina tiliae, 
and the planthopper Scottianella dalei (recorded here a day before the Kingcoed sightings). Several species also appear new to 
VC35, including the ground beetle Acupalpus meridianus, the fringed-winged beetle Clambus pubescens, the lauxaniid fly 
Sapromyza zetterstedti, and the pselaphine rove beetle Pselaphus heisei. Note, however, that an absence of prior records for a 
vice-county does not necessarily mean a record is new; it may simply reflect records that have not yet been submitted to the 
relevant recording scheme, local records centre, or other databases. 

Low-intensity cattle grazing (aided by innovative satellite collars for precise management) in selected areas maintains a varied 
sward height and protects the siteõs hydrology. The reserveõs connection to nearby sites, including Gwent Wildlife Trustõs New 
Grove Meadows, forms part of an important wildlife corridor in the Wye Valley. 

A summary of the invertebrate diversity at Trellech Wet Meadow: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why These Meadows Matter 

These surveys go far beyond simply counting species. 
Invertebrates are the unsung heroes of ecosystems ð 
pollinating plants, recycling nutrients, breaking down waste, 
and providing food for birds, bats, and other wildlife. Yet many 
species continue to decline due to intensive agriculture, habitat 
fragmentation, and climate pressures. 

Sites like Kingcoed and Trellech, preserved through community 
effort and traditional management, offer real hope. The 
Monmouthshire Meadows Group, with over 350 members and 
hundreds of acres under sympathetic care, plays a pivotal role 
in this work. 

Invertebrate Group 
Number of 
Species 

ôConservation 
Interestõ 

Total species 485 60 

Coleoptera (beetles) 181 28 

Diptera (flies) 80 10 

Hemiptera (true bugs) 79 10 

Arachnida (harvestman, spiders etc.) 43 5 

Hymenoptera (bees, wasps, ants, etc.) 31 2 

Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) 17 2 

Mollusca (slugs and snails) 10 1 
Collembola (springtails) 7 1 

Myriapoda (centipedes and millipedes) 7 0 

Psocoptera/Psocodea (barkflies) 6 1 

Neuroptera (lacewings) 6 0 

Orthoptera and allies (crickets, grasshoppers, earwigs etc.) 6 0 

Other 5 0 

Isopoda (woodlice) 4 0 

Odonata (damselflies and dragonflies) 3 0 

Adult male Scottianella dalei (preserved in solution) É Christian Owen  

Crab spider Xysticus acerbus É Liam Olds 

Protapion varipes (carded) É Liam Olds  
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For local people and visitors, these peaceful reserves offer more than ecological importance. Public paths at Trellech, 
interpretive boards at both sites, and the chance to experience vibrant summer wildflowers and autumn waxcap fungi make 
them wonderful places for gentle walks and quiet reflection. 

As we move into 2026, these remarkable discoveries remind us of the hidden treasures in our local landscapes. Recorders are 
encouraged to visit these meadows, submit wildlife sightings to SEWBReC, and support the ongoing efforts of the 
Monmouthshire Meadows Group. Who knows what other wonders still await discovery in Monmouthshireõs buzzing 
meadows? 

I would like to thank my good friend Liam Olds for the use of his excellent images ð he takes far better photos than I do! 

 

 

Downland Villa (Villa cingulata) É Christian Owen  Cramp-ball Fungus Weevil (Platyrhinus resinosus) É Liam Olds  

Feed seasonally.  Feed safely.  
 
The RSPBõs Conservation Scientists have 
recently carried out an evidence review 
into the pros and cons of feeding birds in 
our gardens. The review identified strong 
evidence that supplementary feeding pro-
motes the spread of pathogens in gar-
dens, including the Trichomonosis para-
site. 
 
Across the UK, Trichomonosis has caused 
serious declines in Greenfinch and Chaf-
finch populations and may now be caus-
ing a rapid decline amongst Bullfinches. 
 
Supplementary feeding concentrates birds 
around feeders and water baths, where 
sick birds regurgitate contaminated food 
and water, which is then accessible to 
healthy birds and results in the spread of 
disease.  The scientific evidence shows 
that the risk of Trichomonosis outbreaks is 
highest in summer and autumn. 
 
For these reasons, the RSPB has updated 
its guidance on feeding garden birds, ad-
vising the public to feed seasonally and feed safely.  Full explanation of what this means can be found on the RSPB 
website.  
 
Text originally published in the Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) newsletter.   

Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) É Mike Cram 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=supplementaryfeeding&https:%2F%2Fwww.rspb.org.uk%2Fwhats-happening%2Fnews%2Fhow-to-help-garden-birds=
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=supplementaryfeeding&https:%2F%2Fwww.rspb.org.uk%2Fwhats-happening%2Fnews%2Fhow-to-help-garden-birds=
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#NNF4: Building Nature Networks in RCT 
Charlotte Powell, bŀǘǳǊŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ hŶŎŜǊΣ w/¢/./ 
 

A landscape of extraordinary character; just one of the ways to characterise Rhondda Cynon Taf (RCT). From ancient wood-
lands to grasslands, watercourses to colliery spoils, each of these is home to a rich and biodiverse flora and fauna. These habi-
tats, along with a mosaic of semi-natural habitats create a network that help to physically link the biodiversity of RCT and be-
yond.  

RCT is also a place of communities, businesses and thriving economic activity. As a result, major development pressures exist 
for new infrastructure including roads, residential and commercial developments and green energy schemes.  Species and 
habitats of nature conservation significance, and protected sites such as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Sites of Spe-
cial Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are often close to where these new developments take place. Without care, habitats can easily 
become fragmented and species isolated, leading to declines in our biodiversity.  

Therefore, in our changing world, it is more important than ever to protect these habitats. Accordingly, RCT have developed a 
bespoke approach to ensure that economic growth can happen alongside appropriate biodiversity protection and enhance-
ment. Through the mitigation requirements of planning consent for developments, there is an opportunity to help reconnect 
habitats and species. This opportunity is being explored as part of the ôBuilding Nature Networks in RCTõ project.  

 

Introducing the Building Nature Networks in RCT project  

Rhondda Cynon Taf Council has been awarded funding by the Welsh Governmentõs Nature Network Fund, distributed by The 
Heritage Fund, to improve the condition of and connectivity between protected sites. The ôBuilding Nature Networks in RCTõ 
project will explore how land set aside for habitat mitigation, as part of planning agreements, can be managed for the greater 
benefit of protected sites.  

As part of their planning agreement, developers are required to mitigate, and where possible enhance, any adverse effects 
their development could bring. This is often achieved by allocating an area of land close to the development for habitat man-
agement. This can involve creating, restoring or managing existing habitat to maintain the nature conservation value of the 
area.  

Currently, there are over 50 sites in RCT with habitat mitigation requirements being actively managed or with plans for future 
management.  

By working with developers and local land managers, the aim is to create òstepping stonesó using these habitat management 
plan (HMP) sites, helping species to move more easily between protected sites and across the whole landscape.  

 

Pant Marsh: Habitat mitigation site in Talbot Green É Bethan Dalton 
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Providing connectivity 

Over the next 2 years, this project hopes to understand how effective long-term 
habitat connectivity can be provided to protected sites and how the knowledge 
learnt can help developers create more meaningful mitigation.  

Some of the works to be done to achieve this include: 

¶ Mapping and assessing the condition of habitats on HMP sites  

¶ Mapping and assessing the condition of habitats on protected sites  

¶ Undertaking regular meetings with developers and landowners of HMP sites 
to discuss progress with habitat mitigation plans 

¶ Creating a way to demonstrate the habitat networkõs connectivity for species 

 

Habitat identification and recording  

To develop resilient habitat networks, up-to-date information about the habi-
tats in RCT is needed.  

As a part of this project, in partnership with SEWBReC, community habitat iden-
tification and recording training events will be run for residents to learn how to 
identify local habitats and learn more about their key features and the species 
that live in them. 

A programme of habitat-themed training events will be held over the next 2 
years across different habitats found in RCT. The first of these events was held on 
May 1st at Coed Caedyrys, an ancient semi-natural woodland site at Nantgarw.  

Attendees were able to trial some new survey techniques and training materials 
created for the project with some key ancient woodland indicator species being recorded including Bluebell 
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Pignut (Conopodium majus), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon) and Wood 
Anemone (Anemone nemorosa).  

To stay updated on our future events follow the Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Nature Partnership Facebook page! 
(Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Nature Partnership | Facebook) 

 

 

 

 

Habitat identification and recording event at Coed 
Caedyrys É Adam Rowe 

Building Nature Networks in RCT project area and sites overview É RCTCBC 

https://www.facebook.com/RCTLNP/
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Eight Million Records 
Amy Hicks, Senior Biodiversity Officer, SEWBReC 
 

Thanks to all of your recording efforts, on 19th May 2026, SEWBReCõs database on Aderyn reached a whopping 8 million 
records. The last milestone number reported in this newsletter was 5 million in Spring 2022, meaning weõve received and 
imported an incredible 3 million records in 4 years! 

The 8 millionth record uploaded was of a Golden Ringed Dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii) submitted by David Clem-
ents Ecology as part of a batch of ecological survey records. Thank you David and team! 

 
What makes up the 8 million? 
In 2022 birds made up 36% of our 5 million record 
database. Now, thanks mainly to improved data-
flows from the popular birding apps, birds now 
make up almost half (48%) of our 8 million records. 
The next most popular groups to record remain 
invertebrates and plants, with Lepidoptera still by 
far the most well recorded group of invertebrates. 

Unsurprisingly, our most recorded species is still a 
bird, however Robin has been knocked off the top 
spot this year by Blackbird. To find the first non-bird 
you need to look all the way down to number 34, 
however three non-bird species have made it into 
the SEWBReC Top 40 Chart: Meadow Brown and 
Speckled Wood butterflies, and Common Pipistrelle 
Bat. Can you get your favourite common species 
into the top 40 before we reach 10 million records? 

 

Thank you  
We would like to say a 
huge thank you to 
everyone who helped 
us reach this milestone 

Gold-ringed dragonfly É Amy Hicks 



 

11 

by submitting records. Every record submitted adds up and helps to build a fuller picture of the wildlife of south east Wales 
so it can be better protected. 

 

SEWBREC Top 40 Records Chart   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Species Records 

1 Blackbird 123,685 

2 Robin 114,157 

3 Blue Tit 109,923 

4 Carrion Crow 105,222 

5 Woodpigeon 105,208 

6 Magpie 98,176 

7 Mallard 92,213 

8 Herring Gull 88,480 

9 Wren 83,522 

10 Jackdaw 81,373 

11 Great Tit 80,846 

12 Goldfinch 78,046 

13 Dunnock 74,014 

14 Chaffinch 70,525 

15 Lesser Black-backed Gull 69,567 

16 House Sparrow 68,998 

17 Black-headed Gull 60,090 

18 Chiffchaff 57,763 

19 Starling 57,140 

20 Song Thrush 55,906 

  Species Records 

21 Buzzard 50,662 

22 Mute Swan 49,963 

23 Cormorant 47,938 

24 Swallow 47,286 

25 Moorhen 47,279 

26 Coot 46,807 

27 Grey Heron 46,424 

28 Canada Goose 44,773 

29 Long-tailed Tit 41,614 

30 Blackcap 39,326 

31 Greenfinch 38,842 

32 Coal Tit 36,643 

33 Tufted Duck 36,282 

34 Meadow Brown 35,581 

35 Speckled Wood 33,777 

36 Meadow Pipit 33,285 

37 Common Pipistrelle 32,953 

38 Collared Dove 32,682 

39 Great Spotted Woodpecker 32,026 

40 Curlew 31,277 

Blackbird É Dan Read 


