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A huge thank you to all the recorders that have helped us reach
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As usual ,t haankergyoadilg t hose who have contributed to this newsl et
and articles are always wel come. Email info@sewbrec.org.uk if

Rebecca-D9vi gt SEWBReC (Editor)
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David Slade (VC41 Coun
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Buzzing Meadows
Christi @i rCacetnor of Conservation & Land Manag:

Uncovering Invertebrate Diversity in Monmouthshire's Mead
In the rolling | andscapes of Monmouthshire, two cherished
soue st Oabesf asandabif hegn domidrdlddked Ki ngcoed Meadows and
managed by the dedicated Monmouthshire Meadows Group, wer

2025. Led by me, Christi SnrOwgs,oft hEGlsri stiuam eGwercBiraded ¢
invertebrate species, highlightcihng ittlees ifropo rbteeersg e beefe ttl leess
groups.

Traditi-onalkensi oyw me addfwe atanraigregnelndt e hay cuts, no chemica

0is helping these speci al pl aces resist the widespread ha
countryside. These surveys not only celebrate the richnes
conservation efforts, reminding us all of the hidden gems
Kingcoed Meadows: A Buzz of Rare Finds

Nestl ed near the hawmlast off Riamdcace dsti hHsesutbinp8 i ses t-wbchar
uni mproved meadows burstingfwioth Twielf dfi IBo wE& sp msuocri@nadans SBoiortd
Sout hern Marsh Orchids Hogweed, Knapweed, Rough Hawkbit,
by the Meadows Group i 2016 with support from various tr
grassroots conservatio

n

n
The surveys here, which were conducted over 4464ri dagtit enler
speci eésnciadodhmser vati on Aimotngr ¢ e hi ghl i ghht or rweadE uBcdeas a(s t r i k
| ongi)c,ormiSection 7 priority species under t he AEwmlvr gdoanbriee
Brobhdnded NomMadaBeaee 3G, gmattheptoparasiteAofdrteme, Tawmy gMiwn it |
and scarce spec-imésni skécmgadDowhvd dlh ehe i, Inlkan lafp v re@a rGthioisa p Hi | u s
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Even more exciting were several sign$dotctaind n(ehlillsaoodralrcecid od,e di
Trellech), a small and strikingly marked del phacid which t
beeOktdostethus qwadrspesmi nbgbayu®oewnttyo 35heofViMoenmout hshire (\
species recently recognised as new toBBwuicthaidmnaunste vtehrealuso r e
tachi Phdsf by b(@¥ealicdflombbed Phasia). The beetl e fauna alone in
oftonservatibon interest

The meéavdaorwsed 6Hsharct utrerf in spring giving way to taller ve
hedgedbowmbi ned wiutlhy ahalyatceut foll owed by sheep grazing, cre
range of invertebrates to complete their |ife cycles.
A summary of the invertebrate groups recorded at Kingcoed
tion
t
Total species 444 52
Col eoptera (begqtl elsl)9 16
Diptera (fliejs) 83 11
Hemi ptera (true|l bug?9) 8

Arachnida (harvestlmanb50spiders7 etc]|)
Lepidoptera (buttelrfldé&s and mot hs

Hy menoptera (bees, | was3@s, |ants4 etd.)
Mol l usca (slugs [andl15nails) O
Coll embola (spr{ngtilali |l s|) 0
Ot her 7 0
Orthoptera (cricketls, GrasphopPers Jletc.)
Neuroptera (|l acpwi n3gs) 1

Trell ech Wet Me adow: A Wetter Wonderl and

Further north, in the histor-acrei WeaghleadholioebdetMe¢ dli ée S
Leased from the Welsh Church Trust by the Meadows Group, t
grasslands, seasonal wetlands, streams, ponds, scrub, and
The surveys here, also conductdd&8® owerrt @br addnay Qipdednigeissi t s,
GConservatidnwinthempast i cul arl y st r elnogv irnegp rgersoeunptsa tsiuocnh farso nh ow
sol di er -Killileisng sfnlaiids, and true bugs. Bumblebees, solitary

thrive, supp®@ér tdd d elrys et thea bsittad s .

Key finds included the Sectioqwol -pPailBemibi yli gmognud)dbeé ptulse uSa
along with rare and scarceEspgchaest)supNelsg-elBmosndd gitailusse FIl es h
canegcemlsaregg®e dRObbet flI g )¢ otthther méyasht iscouisdearndr bhe beetl es
Acupal pugsAtexaicg rawgse n yEsn ipcl nuunsb efuusD rgla anlpl | aF u n gRulsa tWerehviid g resi nos
Polydrusus ®oodomapiuH.n varipes
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ProtapiofceadepdgsE Liam Ol ds Adul t Smat ei anepl easer_ved in soluti

Three species seemingly new to WalRal wenrwes asd sheahEpghopp €dl
and the plSzotho@mmendelcaorddacldeiher e a day before the Kingcoed si

VC35, includingAtheadpaosndetbhees iilarei ognggce €l eaentblues pubtensec dnmasu x ani i
Sapromyza zedanertsthedpsel pkil ape hiNsovteelbewed Vv er, t hat an absence
viceunty does not necessarily mean a record is new; it may
relevant recording scheme, | ocal records centre, or other d
Lowntensity cattle grazing (aided by innovative satellite c
sward height an® pyotelkogyd hcEhirenacetsiedrnvet o near by sit@&@sNewncl
Grove Meadows, forms part of an important wildlife corridor
A summary of the invertebrate diversity at Trellech Wet Mea
t
Total species 485 60
Col eoptera (beetlels) 181 28
Diptera (flies) 80 10
Hemi ptera (true bugs) 79 10
Arachnida (harvestman sgidde s ethc. )
Hymenoptera (bees, wagps,3lants, e2tc.)
Lepidoptera (butterfl ] esld@and| motRs)
Mol lusca (slugs and| sndail s 1
Coll embola (springtlail®) 1
Myriapoda (centipedes |[and7mil|li pe@es)
Psocopteral/ Psocodea barékfl fes) 1
Neuroptera (|l acewirnfgs)6 0
Orthoptera and allies (crijcke6ts, [gras@hoppers, earwigs etc
Ot her 5 0
|l sopoda (woodlice) 4 0
Odonata (damsel flies and 8ragonfldes)

Why These Meadows Matter

These surveys go far beyond si m
I nvertebrates are the @nsung hei
pollinating plants, recycling n
and providing food for birds, b
species continue to decline due
fragmentation, and climate pres:
Sites |like Kingcoed and Trell ec!
effort and traditional manageme |
Monmout hshire Meadows Group, Wi
hundreds of acres under sympat h
in this work

Crab Xpyisdéerus£ ac¢eambws ds
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For | ocal people and visitors, these peaceful reserves offe

-

interpretive boards at both sites, and the chance to experi
them wonder ful places for gentle walks and quiet reflection
As we move into 2026, these remarkable discoveries remind u
encouraged to visit these meadows, submit wildlife sighting
Monmout hshire Meadows Group. Who knows what ot&®ebuwpndgrs s
meadows ?

I would Ilike to thank my good friendhki amk®kd§afobetherupbo
Feed seasonall y. Feed safely
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For these reasons, Gr e en fCihd @lr i (SE cMil koer

its guidance on feeding garden birds, ad-

vising the public to f eFeud |s eeaxspol naanlaltyi oann do ff ewehda ts BEEhEi Bsy].me a n
website

Text originally published in the Wales Biodiversity (Partn



https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=supplementaryfeeding&https:%2F%2Fwww.rspb.org.uk%2Fwhats-happening%2Fnews%2Fhow-to-help-garden-birds=
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/news/how-to-help-garden-birds?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=supplementaryfeeding&https:%2F%2Fwww.rspb.org.uk%2Fwhats-happening%2Fnews%2Fhow-to-help-garden-birds=
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#NNF4: Building Nature Networ ks i
Charl ot thel (RdeNge IbIS G 62N a hYOSNE w/ ¢/ ./

A |l andscape of extraordinary character; just one of the wa
|l ands to grasslands, watercourses to colliery spoilsabéach
tats, along witnhmtarmds chiadbiafatssemireate a network that help
yond.

RCT is also a place of communities, businesses and thrivin
for new infrastructure including roads, residential and co
habitats of nature conservation significance, and prope<te
cial Scientific Interest (SSSls) are often close to where
become fragmented and species isolated, | eading to decline
Therefore, in our changing worl d, it is more important tha
bespoke approach to ensure that economic growth can happen
me nt Through the mitigation requirements of planning cons
habitats and species This opp®@Brutiddiithyg iNathueaidp gcNeg sptr krse d na
I ntroducing the Building Nature Networks in RCT project
Rhondda Cynon Taf Council has been aswaNatewr & uMedtiwogr kb yF u rhoe,
Heritage Fund, to i mprove the condition®Bafldndgcdanec i Wet
project will explore how |l and set aside for habitat mirtiga
benefit of protected sites.

As part of their planning agreement, developers are requir
their development could bring. This is often achieved by a
agement. This can involve creating, restoring or managing
area.

Currently, there are over 50 sites in RCT with habitat mit

management .

By working with developers and I®tappl agqudsi megn a sheersse, htahtbe tait
plan (HMP) sites, helping species to move more easily betw

Cronfa - Mewn Partneriaeth 3
Treftadaeth N ¢ Liywodraeth Cymru
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Providing connectivity

Over the next 2 years, this proj4cect
habitat connectivity can be provide
|l earnt can help developers create m

Some of the works to be done to ach

T Mapping and assessing the condit
T Mapping and assessing the condit
t

i
fTfuUundertaking regular meetings wi h
to discuss progress with habitat m
ng a

fCreati way to demods tcroamtnes ctth ev i

i o
i o

Habitat identification and recordin

To develop resilienhdaahlabiitndtormattwaomn
tats in RCT is needed.

As a part of this project i
ai

) n partnf
tification and recording training e
identify | ocal habitats and | earn m
that live in them.
A programmetlbémbéddbitaitni ng events wi Taaleg : ’ O
years across different habitats foueribNr{aFﬁC'I’.de'lnhtéff'lcra§t' 0d"'f at”
Maysal Coed Caedyrysatamaaneioendt asuelmg ?QVEYSNEnt“BﬁP“w.R
Attendees were able to trial some new survey techniques and
created for the project with some key ancient woodland indic

Hyacint hesicdgptRiCopmopo@di um nYejld o wL Amichatnmgem )4 ad reco bWmd i n
AnemoAmreione n)emor osa

To stay updated on our future events follow the Rhondda Cyno
(Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Nature Partnership | Facebook

Legend

Il Habitat Management Plan
(HMP) sites

[ RCT Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs)

[ RCT Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSls)

é
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Buil ding Nature Networks in RCT project area and sites overyv


https://www.facebook.com/RCTLNP/
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all of youWayez®26, dgEWBRd@s5e, oonNAdOryn reached
The |l ast milestone number reported i@methéesenewdl! al
incredible 3 million records in 4 years!
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Bl ackbird

E Dan Read

by submitting records. Every record submitted adds up and
so it can be better protected.
SEWBREC Top 40 Records Chart
Speci es Recor|ds Speci es Recor|ds
1 Bl ackbird 123, 685821 Buzzard 50, 662
2 Robin 114, 1157122 Mut e Swan 49, 963
3 Bl ue Tit 109, 912323 Cormor ant 47, 988
4 Carrion CreoewlO05, 2/12424 Swal |l ow 47,286
5 Woodpi geon 105, 20825 Moor hen 47,279
6 Magpi e 98, 1716|126 Coot 46,807
7 Mal | ard 92, 213|127 Grey Heron 46, 4p4
8 Herring Gul 188, 4890(|28 Canada Goosle 44, 773
9 Wr e n 83,522(29 Lontgai |l ed Tijt41, 61014
10 Jackdaw 81, 3713|130 Bl ackcap 39, 3P6
11 Great Tit 80,846 |31 Greenfinch 38,842
12 Gol dfinch 78, 04632 Coal Tit 36, 643
13 Dunnock 74, 01433 Tufted DucKH 36,282
14 Chaffinch 70, 5235|34 Meadow Browl 35,581
15 Lesserbad8Bdkedk [Gudd, 5497|365 Speckl ed Wo 33,777
16 House Sparrlow8, 99836 Meadow Pipilt 33, 285
17 Bl alt&kkaded Gull 60, 09037 Common Pipis 32, 953
18 Chiffchaff 57, 74338 Coll ared Dolv&2, 682
19 Starling 57,140(39 Great Spotted |WB8EGdpPp@6ker
20 Song Thrush 55,9(46[40 Curl ew 31,2¢v7 11




