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Croeso to the 32nd edition of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter!  

 

Thanks to all contributors, I hope you enjoy reading their articles as much as I have.  

We produce the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter twice per year, and articles are always welcome. Email 

info@sewbrec.org.uk if you would like to contribute to the next edition.  

 

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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Adder, one of the ten vulnerable species being targeted in Gwent. Find out more on page 16 É Andy Karran  
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British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 
News  

Richard M. Clarke  

bto@gwentbirds.org.uk 

 

You donõt need to be a professor to be a citizen scientist. Please consider taking part in one of the BTOõs exciting surveys 
and make your birdwatching really count. 

 

Itõs time to locate Gwentõs (and Glamorganõs) Nightjar 

The Heathland Birds Survey will survey all the Nightjars, Woodlarks and Dartford 
Warblers, in all habitats, throughout the UK and Channel Islands. The survey aims to 

cover all the main occupied sites as well as surrounding suitable habitats where these 
species may have expanded more recently. It will also record a number of other 

important heathland bird species. We urgently need updated population estimates to 
assess how breeding numbers and range for each of these species have changed 

throughout the UK and Channel Islands. 

Although Gwent has historically had both breeding Dartford Warbler and Woodlark 

and the survey will cover these, the main species focus for the county will be finding Nightjar [Editor: Glamorgan will be 
focusing on Dartford Warbler as well as Nightjar]. The survey for Nightjar will take place between 25th May ð 15th July 

and involves two evening visits covering the two-hour period after sunset, or the two hours prior to sunrise. A daytime 
recce visit is recommended before the survey is undertaken. 

The Gwent Ornithological Society and the Gwent Wildlife Trust are promoting this survey and are encouraging people to 

take part. Glamorgan also has areas where surveyors are needed. Find out more about what sort of skills are required, 
how much time is needed, the location and survey sites, access permission and methods on the BTO website: https://

www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/heathland-birds-survey.  

 

Cudyll Cymru ð Monitoring raptors in Wales 

Cudyll Cymru is a newly developed scheme which monitors birds of prey in Wales - Buzzard, 

Kestrel, Raven, Red Kite and Sparrowhawk.  

Wales is suffering the combined pressures of land use change and climate change, and birds 
of prey find themselves at the forefront of both ecological pressure and human interventions. 

More data about raptor populations is needed to understand how and why they are 

changing, and how we can help them. The data collected will serve as a baseline for 
monitoring future population trends, and will provide essential information to underpin 

effective conservation strategy and aid the Governmentõs legal commitments to wildlife 
protection. 

The BTO will provide training on all aspects of the project, from raptor identification and survey methodologies through 

to using the online project portal and data entry ð so you donõt need to have these skills already to sign up! To learn 
more about the project and its vital work, and find out how to get involved ð whatever your skill level and experience ð 

go to Cudyll Cymru on the BTO website: https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cudyll-cymru. 

 

Gwent Levels Cettiõs Warbler Census 2025 

Steve Preddy is attempting to organise a census of the population of Cettiõs Warbler on the Gwent Levels to establish an 

accurate estimate of the Gwent population since there are few areas in the county that the species occurs outside the 
Levels. To this end he requests that birders record the locations and numbers of singing males during the year and Steve 

will circulate a map every couple of weeks to participants of known locations from the records received. If any of you 
notice that any locations are missing, then do please send him a message with details at steve.preddy@me.com. 

 

You can also get more involved with Gwent Ornithological Society by joining their events; find out more on the GOS 
website: http://www.gwentbirds.org.uk/my-calendar/. 

mailto:bto@gwentbirds.org.uk
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/heathland-birds-survey
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/heathland-birds-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cudyll-cymru
mailto:steve.preddy@me.com
http://www.gwentbirds.org.uk/my-calendar/
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Colliery Spoil Sites: A hidden haven for wildlife  

Carys Romney, Buglife 
 

Colliery spoil ñ the waste material left over from coal mining ñ might not look like much at first glance. However, these 

brownfield sites are of huge conservation value in South Wales, supporting rare habitats and species by providing vital 

wildlife refuges and acting as habitat stepping stones in an increasingly fragmented landscape.  

In recent years, at least 15 new species (most of which are invertebrates, but also include some fungi) have been 

discovered on coal spoil sites in South Wales that are completely new to Wales. Three are new to the UK and two are 

completely new to science, which makes protecting and understanding these sites even more vital. 

Despite their importance, many coal spoil sites face ongoing and emerging threats ñ from illegal off-roading and fly-

tipping to inappropriate tree planting and the looming risk of potential coal extraction schemes and unsympathetic 

remediation. The threat of climate change compounds these issues: Storm Dennis, for example, triggered a significant 

spoil tip slip at Tylorstown in 2020, prompting new legislation in the form of the Disused Mine and Quarry Tips (Wales) 

Bill. 

Amidst these challenges, awareness of their importance for nature recovery is growing. Biodiversity is finally being 

included in conversations about spoil tip safety and restoration ñ thanks in part to input from conservation 

organisations including Buglife and advocates in the Senedd. 

 

Introducing the Coal Spoil Connections Project 

Recognising both the ecological and social value of colliery spoil sites, Buglife Cymru launched the Coal Spoil 

Connections (CSC) project ñ the most ambitious colliery spoil biodiversity project to date in the South Wales Valleys. 

Building on over a decade of groundwork by the Colliery Spoil Biodiversity Initiative, dedicated volunteers, and recorders, 

Buglife Cymru secured Ã217,730 of funding in 2024. This includes support from the Welsh Governmentõs Nature 

Networks Fund, administered by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, and a Ã4,000 contribution from the DõOyly Carte 

Charitable Trust. 

 

Group photo of Ai-Lin Kee Nature On Your Doorstep ôWellbeing In Nature Walkõ at Parc Penallta. É Ai-Lin Kee  
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This 18-month project has three core goals: 

¶ Engage local communities with their nearby colliery spoil sites 

¶ Collect valuable ecological and habitat data 

¶ Support planners and land managers to recognise spoil sites as key assets for nature recovery 

CSC builds on the success of earlier initiatives, including the Buglife Colliery Spoil Invertebrates Project and smaller 

studies funded by The Conservation Volunteers, Amgueddfa Cymru ð National Museum of Wales, Esm®e Fairbairn 

Foundation, and local councils like Rhondda Cynon Taf and Neath Port Talbot . 

 

Sites included in Coal Spoil 
Connections:  

¶Dare Valley Country Park  

¶Cwm Clydach Country Park  

¶Beaufort Hill Ponds and 
Woodlands 

¶Sirhowy Hill Woodlands 

¶Silent Valley 

¶Parc Bryn Bach 

¶Parc Cwm Darren 

¶Parc Coitre Bargoed,  

¶Parc Penallta and  

¶Bedwelty Tip 
 

Research Sites (shown in red) 

¶Cwm Tips, Beddau  

¶Gelli Tips, Pentre  

¶Maerdy Colliery site  

Our first engagement event at Go Wild, Pontypool Park 2024. É Carys L Romney 
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Whatõs been achieved so far 

Community engagement is at the heart of this project, encouraging local people to visit and appreciate their local coal 

spoil site. Since launching last summer, the CSC team has run and participated in a variety of well-received activities, 

including: 

¶ ôGo Wildõ event at Pontypool Park 

¶ Wellbeing in nature walks led by Ai-Lin Kee 

¶ Creative craft sessions with artist Jenny Ross 

¶ Eco-clubs and bug walks, including sessions at Cwm Clydach, Dare Valley, Sirhowy Hill and for the Lost Peatlands 
Project 

¶ Volunteer event at Beaufort Hill Ponds with walks led by Ai-Lin Kee and Christian ôSparrowõ Owen 

¶ Fungi walk at Parc Cwm Darren led by Dr Murray of Glamorgan Fungus Group 

 

We are working with writer-artist Tom Maloney, who is creating a bilingual childrenõs storybook about coal spoil wildlife 

and conservation that will be shared through school assembly ôbook launchesõ. Around 100 children across three schools 

in the project area are contributing artwork towards this resource which will be handed out to the schools taking part as 

well as others across the project counties of Rhondda Cynon Taf, Blaenau Gwent and Caerphilly. 

Over the winter, CSC collaborated with Duke of Edinburgh Award students from Coleg Y Cymoedd. They worked on 

habitat management at Cwm Tips and searched for the rare ôBeddau Beastõ (Cranogona dalensi) millipede ñ a species 

found only at Cwm Tips and one other Valleys location. 

Behind the scenes, the project has contributed to national discussions around spoil tip safety. An upcoming ôIntegrated 

Tip Safetyõ workshop will explore how restoration and nature recovery can go hand-in-hand, using Tylorstown as a case 

study. 

Cwm Clydach engagement É Carys Romney 
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Winter surveys 

Entomologist and myriapod and isopod expert 

Christian Owen began his surveys over winter by 

mapping the globally exclusive Maerdy Monster 

millipede at Maerdy Colliery site. His three visits to 

the site concluded with 29 Maerdy Monsters 

(Turdulisoma helenreadae) encountered in total; 16 

males, 11 females and 2 immatures, with the species 

occurring across the whole of the site and into the 

surrounding Natural Resources Wales woodland 

estate.  

Other notable species recorded included Lithobius 

tricuspis (Nationally Rare), Lithobius pilicornis, 

Leptoiulus belgicus, Choneiulus palmatus (all 

Nationally Scarce), and one of the new slugs for 

Britain - Arion iratii (Pyrenean Dusky Slug).  

The Coal Spoil Connections team were lucky to join 

Christian on the surveys and we also relocated the 

Section 7 listed Stag's-horn Clubmoss (Lycopodium 

clavatum) and the carnivorous Round-leaved Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia).  Project volunteer, MSc student Dave 

Hernon has assisted with these surveys, looking more closely at soil types, temperatures and other varying factors as well 

as distribution. Daveõs work is continuing so data is still increasing.  

 

Whatõs Next for Coal Spoil Connections 

The final stretch of the CSC project is packed with lots of exciting plans: 

¶ A heritage walk at Maerdy 

¶ An evening of ecology and history at Silent Valley 

¶ Bioblitzes at Cwm Clydach and Parc Cwm Darren [Ed: SEWBReC are looking forward to attending Parc Cwm Darran!] 

¶ An adder walk at Cwm Clydach in conjunction with ôNatur am byth!õ 

¶ New community partnerships with groups like Beddau Libraryõs over-50s club and Rhymney Valley Food Bank 

¶ Coal Spoil Habitat Management Workshops 

¶ Iconic Spoil Species - identification workshops 

¶ Training workshop at Maerdy Colliery site for CIEEM (Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental 
Management) members 

 

Habitat management advice and work will continue alongside 

more in-depth surveying by local experts for a multitude of taxa 

including invertebrates, bryophytes, plants and lichens at project 

sites. CSC aims to share best practice across all sites and support 

both volunteers and rangers to continue their work protecting 

and engaging with coal tip sites.  

In 2025, management workshops will also be rolled out to benefit 

groups working throughout the South Wales Coalfield.  

Finally, the project will culminate with a South Wales Coalfield 

Conference in November to celebrate the projectõs successes and 

explore its potential for a second phase to address how colliery 

spoil sites can assist positively with nature recovery, biodiversity 

loss and climate change while connecting communities to 

nature. 

 

Stay updated via the Buglife webpage (www.buglife.org.uk) and social media channels! 

Maerdy Monster surveys. The Coal Spoil Connections team with ento-
mologist Chris ôSparrowõ Owen and volunteers Dave and Amy. É Carys 
L Romney  

Habitat management work at Parc Bryn Bach with Ground-
work and Blaenau Gwent rangers. É Aimee Webber  

http://www.buglife.org.uk

