SOUTH EAST WALES BIODIVERSITY RECORDS CENTRE
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Bri tish Trust f or
News

"» 1 %, Richard M. Clar ke
lookingoutforbils  h t 0 @gwent birds. org. uk

You @oneed to be a professor to be a citizen &Gceérxaqittiisng
and make your birdwatching really count.

I time to I@c(aared Go&GarmoNiggahnt j ar

The Heathland Birds Survey wild/l survey &
War bl er s, in all habitats, throughout t he
- ‘ cover all the main occupied sites as well
species may have expanded more recently.
Eﬁ'?lghlsal:lrt\lre i mportant heathland bird species. We urge
assess how breeding numbers and range fo
throughout the UK and Channel Il sl ands.

Al though Gwent has historically had both
and the survey wil/l cover these, the mai nEdpeores Gf amaos
focusing on Dartford Warbher sasvwgl FoasNNghhf aadwbt h 9al
and involves two evenihogurvipsertiso dc oavfetreirn gs unhsee tt,woor t he t
recce visit is recommended before the survey is undertak
The Gwent Ornithological Society and the Gwent Wildlife
take part. Gl amorgan al so has areas where surveyors are
how much time is needed, the |l ocation and surveyhsittpss/

www. bt o.-omgdlgeed/ vol unt eetb/ipsdasij ey s/ heat hl and

Cudyl | o@®Nomridaoring raptors in Wales

Cudyl | Cymru is a newly devel oped s c-hBeumzez awhdi,
Kestrel, Raven, Red Kite and Sparrowhawk.

Wal es is suffering the combined pressures of
of prey find themselves at the forefront of
i More data about raptor popul ations i s need
S changing, and how we can hel p them. The d e
monitoring future population trends, and wi
effective conservation st ®Gatleeggyal ancdo manid me h e
protection.

Cudyll Cymru

Monitoring raptors in Wales

The BTO will provide training on all/l aspects of the proj
to using the online prdsjoecytodipotra@aead tacmdh awd at reende yskil |l s
more about the project and its vidahatwev&r, ywonur fshkidl doulte
go to Cudyl |l Cymr uhtotnp st:h/e/ WBAMWIs lonieebrsad i defd 0 wcjyencrtus / cudy | |

Gwent Leve|l WacCkkér Census 2025

Steve Preddy is attempting to or @ganWasrebla rc eoms ush eo fGwema p
accurate estimate of the Gwent population since there a

Levels. To this end he requests that birders record the
wi || circulate a map every couple of weeks to participa
notice that any |l ocations are missing, sther. doedbyg@me. seo
You can also get more involved with Gwent Ornithol ogica

webshttep: / / www. gwe nichailredad.aadr/g. uk/ my



mailto:bto@gwentbirds.org.uk
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/heathland-birds-survey
https://www.bto.org/get-involved/volunteer/projects/heathland-birds-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cudyll-cymru
mailto:steve.preddy@me.com
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Group phbin HKéeANatur e &l IYmeaiirn gOoloda $N aPtpurrce PWaniakd | Keae E A

Colliery Spoil Sites: A hidd

Carys Romney, Bugl i fe

Colliefiyhepwiabkte material I|fefmmigbvenofrbmokobhl kemi mung at

brownfield sites are of huge conservation valwue in South
wildlife refuges and acting as habitat stepping stones il
I n recent year s, at |l east 15 new species (most of whi ¢
di scovered on coal spoi l sites in South Wales that are
completely new to science, which makes protecting and un:
Despite their i mportance, many coal sfipfoli d msii t-leesgdiarcgf omd
tipping to inappropriate tree planting and the | ooming

remedi ati on. The threat of climate change compounds t hes
spoil tip slip at Tylorstown in 2020, prompting new | egqgi
Bill

Ami dst these challenges, awareness of their i mportance

included in conversations abouft t kaokés thp paafetty amput
organisations including Buglife and advocates in the Senct
I ntroducing the Coal Spoil Connections Project

Recogni sing both the ecological and soci al val ue of CoO
Connections AKCIBE€C) Mmpstoj ambi ti ous colliery spoil biodiversi
Buil ding on over a decade of groundwork by the Colliery
Buglife Cymru secured A217,730 of funding in 2@24NatTuhrie
Net wor ks Fund, admini stered by the National Lot Dgily Karit
Charitable Trust.
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Thi anoh8 h project has three core goal s:

f Engage 1 ocal communities with their nearby colliery sp
f Collect valuable ecological and habitat dat a
f Support planners and | and managers to recognise spoil
CSC builds on the success of earlier initiatives, i ncl t
studies funded by The Conserva®Nahi ¥malunMaseesm AMmg Wad e
Foundation, and |l ocal councils I ike Rhondda Cynon Taf an
Our first engagement event E




Cwm Clydach engagement E Carys Romney

Wha% been achieved so far

Community engagement is at the heart of this project, en
spoi l site. Since launching | ast summer, t her e&%*QG vteala na ch
including:

@Go Wetlvdnt at Pontypool Park

Wel |l being in natluirne Kwae ks | ed by Ai

Creative craft sessions with artist Jenny ROSS

= =4 =4 -4

Ecolubs and bug wal ks, including sessions at Cwm Cl yda
Project

f Volunteer event at Beauforlti Hi Kde PanmbipaO@dotednt iwad ks | ed b

f Fungi wal k at Parc Cwm Darren | ed by Dr Murray of GI amo
We are workidagtwisth Toemi tMad oney, who s sdroeagthiomk abliulti rcg
and conservation that wil!/ llbeo okh d ragAch othlardo LMD  scchh d dir eans saec
in the project area are contributing artwork towards thi
well as others across the project counties of Rhondda Cyi
Over the winter, CSC coll aborated with Duke of Edi nburg
habitat management at Cwm T8 @dd awndBrsaetmdrgcohnedd dhaolré mpherder @ir e
found only at Cwm Tips and one other Valleys Il ocation.
Behind the scenes, the project has contributed ©Oontreagtriadre
Tip Sadrekyghop will explore how restor-athbaoad, andi ngtiiyeore
study.



Wi nter surveys

Entomol ogi st and myri apod and i sopod expert
Christian Owen began hi s surveys over winter by
mapping t he globally exclusive Maer dy Monster
millipede at Maerdy Colliery site. His three visits to
t he site concluded wi t h 29 Maer dy Monsters
(Murdulisoma) heheouweaeaed in total,; 16
mal es, 11 females and 2 i mmatures, with the species
occurring across the whole of the site and into the
surrounding Natur al Resources Wal es woodl and
estate.
Ot her not abl e specileist hroebcaursded i ncl uded
tricu(shatsi onal ILyi t hRoaalrieus,, pilicornis
Leptoi ul us Chboenlegiiucluuss (mdllmat us
Nationally Scarce), and one of the new slugs for
Bri tAriinon( Pyragnean Dusky Slug).

. i Maerdy Monster surveys. The Coal Sg
The Coal Spoil ConnectiOlmo| ogi s®pa0bOwesn and vol unteers Dave

Christian on the surveys|L Romney
Section 7 -hoshed€l SymopPpod( um

clavatwamd the car-heasvedusDumRdewd( r)o.t und®iroplkica volunteer

Hernon has assisted with these surveys, |l ooking more cl o
as distri®utwobok. i Paceentinuing so data is stil!l i ncreasin
What Next for Coal Spoi l Connections

The final stretch of the CSC project is packed with | ots

T A heritage wal k at Maerdy

T An evening of ecology and history at Silent Valley

f Bioblitzes at Cwm Cl ydmRad:h SaEWB FPeaC ca rCewnl dak irreqgn flor whr d

t

T An adder wal k at Cwm Cldyadtaucrh afm beyotnhjluncti on wi t h

f New community partnerships @ioGegroupb adanéeRBehday Vablt

ff Coal Spoi l Habitat Management Workshops

T lconic Spoidlen$Spddices i on workshops

T Training wor kshop at Maer dy Colliery site for ClIl EEM

Management) members

Habitat management advice and w
moredemth surveying by 1l ocal exp
including invertebrates, bryophy
sites. CSC aims to share best pr
both volunteers and rangers to
and engaging with coal tip sites
I n 2025, management workshops wi
groups working throughout the Sol
Finally, the ©project wi || cul mir
Conference in Novemberd touced dea!
explore its potential for a secct
spoi l sites can assi st positivel
| oss and climate change wh i e

Habitat management work at Raf¢grkryn Bach with Ground-

rs E Ai

wor k and Bl aenau Gwent range i mee Webber

Stay updated via (Wiwe. Bugl i)f ee.node gspopacieal medi a chan
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http://www.buglife.org.uk

