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Welcome  to the 25th edition of the Gwent -Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter.  

Itõs another jumbo autumn edition, kicking off with a tour of the Weird and Wonderful (p3). There are plenty of 

invertebrate items to tickle your fancy with bumblebees  (p12-13), hoverflies (p15), and grasshoppers (p20-21); 

whilst botanical delights come in the form of Drought and Clubmosses (p18-19), water lettuce (p19), and Radyr 

hawkweed (p29). Colin Titcombe observes how The times they are a changing in his piece about the Goldcliff area 

(p26-28) with a plethora of historically fascinating photographs to accompany it. Mammals  (p10-11), reptiles  (p4-5), 

birds (p22-23) and fungi (p24 & 25) are not forgotten; and lastly, an article on how the iNaturalist UK tool feeds 

into the data flow of biological records (p30 -31) rounds this issue up.  

Itõs really great to see so many of you enjoying and recording the wonderful wildlife on offer in south east Wales. 

As the days grow shorter and colder, stay safe and keep connecting to the natural world in any way possible. A 

great way to remain connected to SEWBReC and other wildlife recorders in the cold depths of winter is to join us 

for the second virtual SEWBReC AGM and Recordersõ Forum which will take place on Saturday 15th January 

2022. More details will be released soon, but donõt forgot to save the date.  

Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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Weird and Wonderful  

Rob & Linda Nottage 
 

Some of our highlights in 2021 have been of species new to us or rarely seen (by us) in our local area. We had noted 

Black Oil Beetles before along the Heritage Coast in spring but a Violet Oil Beetle (photo 11) among Ramsons in Coed 

Nant Bran near St. Lythans took us by surprise. Other beetle encounters included an Eyed Ladybird near Pontyclun, 

Blue Helops near Gileston & the bizarre larva of a Tortoise Beetle (photo 10) camouflaging itself with poo! 

Brown-tail moth larva live communally in webs and in April the scrub around the Nash Point lighthouse enclosure was 

covered in these webs while the ready-to-pupate caterpillars wriggled across the paths and climbed the white-washed 

buildings. A Jersey Tiger at Aberthaw and Leopard Moth (photo 2), Scorched Carpet & Barred Hooktip in our home 

trap were all pleasing moth finds. 

Close to home, a Western Beefly was a novelty as were two Conopid flies, Myopa buccata (photo 3) & Conops 

ceriaeformis (photo 7). After we encountered a flocculent Alder Sawfly (photo 1) larva we seemed to discover them 

everywhere we looked under nibbled Alder leaves. 

Oaks are well-known for the diversity of flora and fauna they support. We like to study the leaves and twigs for galls. It 

has been a bumper year for Silk Button spangle galls but the first time weõve seen Ramõs-horn galls (north of Barry) 

(photo 5). Orthopterans are another fascination so we were delighted to find our first Glamorgan Roeselõs Bush-cricket 

near Aberthaw and to watch a Long-winged Conehead (photo 4) ovipositing by the Newport Wetlands coast path.  

Hensol Forest is a happy hunting ground on our ambles where a Horned Tree-hopper (photos 8 & 9) was a highlight. 

We look for bugs of all kinds and Crucifer Shieldbug was an addition to our list although the preponderance of Dock 

Bugs, often in basking clusters was notable there and elsewhere this year. Slime Moulds are truly weird ð Stemonitis 

fusca (photo 6) beside the Ridgeway Walk north of Cardiff rounds off my pick of our recent sightings.  

Many thanks to Emma Williams, David Clements & Steve Bolchover for helping with ID. 

 

Photos: 1) Alder Sawfly larva, 2) Leopard Moth, 3) Myopa buccata, 4) Long-winged 

Cone-head egg-laying, 5) Oak Ramôs-horn gall Andricus aries, 6) Stemonitis fusca 

slime mould, 7) Conops ceriaeformis (f) , 8) & 9) Horned Tree-hopper (head & side), 

10) Camouflaged Tortoise Beetle larva on thistle, 11) Violet Oil Beetle on Ramsons 

É Rob & Linda Nottage 
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Summary: Six seasons of slow worms at Cardiff 

University  

Dr Lee Raye, Cardiff University 
 

This is a summary of the recently completed 22 page report, Six Seasons of Slow Worms at Cardiff University, which can be 

downloaded for free here: https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/143614/ . 

 

The slow worm (Anguis fragilis) is Britainõs only native legless lizard, easily recognisable by most experienced surveyors. The species 

is normally recorded absorbing warmth under flat surfaces (=órefugiaó) in summer when active. The species can be copper, brown, 

peach, silver or grey. In Wales slow worms are most commonly recorded in the lowlands and in coastal areas, especially in the south 

of the country, although of course these are also the best-recorded areas overall. One north Welsh term for the slow worm neidr 

ddefaid (òsheep snakeó) suggests that slow worms may once have been associated with sheep, which are more usually pastured in 

upland areas. At Cardiff University, slow worms are recorded on only one site. This is a typical population except that, unlike other 

slow worm populations in Cardiff, and the famous population on Steep Holm, no slow worms with blue spots have yet been 

recorded here.  

 

The location of the site where the slow worms live at Cardiff University is kept secret. While this might seem an exaggerated 

response; the old folklore that slow worms have deadly stings is mostly forgotten; many of Cardiff Universityõs staff and students are 

not familiar with slow worms and might become concerned if they found them, not knowing that they are non -venomous and, 

indeed, completely harmless to humans. We have also had reports of individuals in Cardiff capturing slow worms in order to 

introduce them to other areas for pest -control reasons. 

 

Cardiff University is in the unusual situation that we believe we know when slow worms colonised the site. The slow worm site at 

Cardiff University is set alongside the railway, which acts as a green corridor onto the site for small species. In 2015, due to a 

problem with grounds maintenance machinery, a steep lawn area was left to grow for a year. At the end of the year, the grounds 

maintenance team discovered a slow worm in the overgrown area of the site. Based on this record, the current author proposed a 

new management plan for the site, based on not mowing the area between March and October and began monitoring the 

population in 2016. Over the six field seasons since then (2016-2021) we have placed three refugia (two corrugated roofing 

material, one corrugated tin) and created a hibernaculum for the slow worms to hibernate in. The number of refugia is of cour se, far 

lower than would be used in a shorter term reptile survey, but placing 30+ refugia would have been impossible given that this  is a 

residences site, so our survey is a longer term monitoring one. 

 

The project has had difficulties to overcome over its six field seasons. In the beginning, we avoided cutting the hedges between 

March and October as well as the grass, but this resulted in the refugia being overshadowed, and sometimes even overgrown, 

Slow worm at Lady Windsor Spoils © Stephen Murray 

https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/143614/
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which made it more difficult to survey. In the second season, an attempt was made to convert the area into a summer 

wildflower meadow, which would have been less controversial than a rough grassland area. Unfortunately though, because it 

was not possible to cut the grass all the way down in March, it was difficult to sow wildflower seeds at this time, and 

attempts to use plugs, and to sow seeds in furrows also failed. Recently we have had some success with autumn-sown 

yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor), which might in time allow other species into the grass.  

 

In the third season, access was restricted to the slow worm area as it became part of a construction site for building 

renovation work. Surveying continued, supervised by enthusiastic builders and in PPE. The highest peak survey count was 

made in this season, the slow worms apparently enjoyed the lack of disturbance and were not bothered by the loud noise. 

The biggest challenge was an apparent population crash in 2020. Due to lockdown, it was not possible to visit the site 

between the end of March and the end of June, but weekly site visits were made outside of this period. Only 7 of the 21 site 

visits yielded slow worm records in this period. Possible explanations involve the destruction of a possible hibernaculum in 

winter 2019, predation by rats over 2019-2020 and/or starvation caused by the climate change induced drought in spring 

2020. 

 

 
 

In the third and fourth years of the project I attempted to estimate population based on no -capture photographs of the 

parietal markings on the slow wormsõ necks. Progress to identify individuals like this was very slow, because slow worms are 

so reflective that photographs of them often do not show details of their individuals markings. Over the two year period, thi s 

method had resulted in seventeen individuals being unofficially identified, but this method is likely to have been unreliable  

because no individual was photographed for a second time. The population crash was observed in 2020, and in 2021, a 

capture-release survey allowed a more reliable estimate of abundance using slow worm measurements and chin markings. 

Although identification by chin markings requires capturing individual slow worms, the markings are more easily identifiable,  

especially for male slow worms compared to the markings on the back of the neck. This resulted in seventeen slow worm 

captures (C), of which seven were unique individuals (M) and ten were re-captures (R), over the course of nine visits. Based 

on these numbers, we can estimate using the Schnabel method that nine individuals were using the refugia on site this year. 

 

At Cardiff University, two of the refugia, one made of corrugated roofing material, the other of corrugated tin, were close 

together. This made it possible to compare the number of slow worms found under each refugia type. Interestingly, there 

was a weak positive correlation between temperature and % of slow worms under 

the roofing refugia. The tin refugia had its peak counts between 13-21°C and the 

roofing material refugia had its peak counts at 16 -27°C. 

 

Reptiles should not be handled by untrained surveyors, or without biosecurity 

controls in place (e.g. the use of nitrile gloves). Slow worms are currently 

protected from harm and sale under Schedule 5 of the UK Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1984, as amended), although the government has indicated it 

has plans to remove their protection in 2021. At Cardiff University, slow worms 

are one of the priority species in the Ecosystem Resilience and Biodiversity Action 

Plan (2020). 

 

Summary of Cardiff University slow worm records 2016 -2021  

Year First record  Last record  Abundance  

2016  4th May 17th October Peak survey count 6 

2017  31st March 7th September Peak survey count 8 

2018  4th April 17th October Peak survey count 12 

2019  11th March 3rd October Peak survey count 12 

Parietal estimate: 17 

2020  6th July* 10th October Peak survey count 2 

2021  10th May Ongoing  Peak survey count 6 

CMR estimate: 9 

*In 2020 the site was in lockdown due to Covid-19 between the 

end of March and end of June. 

Slow worm at Hailey Park© Tim Rich 

É Lee Raye 
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Arable plants in Monmouthshire (Autumn 2021)  

Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 

 

Arable plants have suffered huge declines because of intensive farming but occasionally where strips at the edge 

have been left unsprayed there can be rewards. 

This autumn we have concentrated on weeds of arable fields and have found several rarities among the usual com-

mon chenopods (Chenopdium album Fathen, C. ficifolium Fig-leaved Goosefoot, C.polyspermum Many-seeded 

Goosefoot and C. rubrum Red Goosefoot ) and oraches. Other widespread species in arable fields, whether maize, 

wheat, barley or beet, include Viola arvensis (Wild Pansy), Solanum nigrum (Black Nightshade), Anagallis arvensis 

(Scarlet Pimpernel ð red, pink and blue forms), Lepidium coronopus and L. didymus (Swinecress and Lesser Swine-

cress), Veronica persica (Field Speedwell) and occasional but abundant Sherardia arvensis (Field Madder).  

There were about eight plants of Lamium amplexicaule (Henbit Dead Nettle) in a beet field on Cwmcarvan Hill near 

Trellech in SO40 on 18 August, and then on 26 August two plants of Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge) were found by 

the side of a wheat field near Llanvair Discoed in ST38. Both these species are now very rare in the vice-county. 

The alien grass Bromus secalinus (Rye-brome) was found in many fields, in one as common almost as the planted 

Rye. Other alien grasses included occasional Setaria verticillata (Rough Bristle-grass) and widespread Echinochloa 

crus-galli (Cockspur). 

On ground near an old muck heap was much Chenopodium glaucum (Oak-leaved Goosefoot) but in SO40 where 

there are five previous inland records of this species. Some was also found in a wheat field in ST38. The only sighting 

of Kicksia elatine (Sharp-leaved Fluellen) was in a field near Dingestow, although Lauri MacLean noted this species 

along the verge of a layby on the A40 near Raglan, where she also saw Galinsoga quadriradiata (Shaggy Soldier) and 

in another layby Setaria pumila (Yellow Bristle-grass). Yellow Bristle-grass was also found in the pavement in Mon-

now Street in Monmouth by Heather Colls. 

The A40 verges support many other arable plants such as goosefoots, oraches, Senecio vulgaris (Groundsel), Scarlet 

Pimpernel, Euphorbia helioscopa (Sun Spurge) and abundant Cockspur as well as some interesting halophytes (salt-

loving species).  

The only two sightings of Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort) in arable fields were seven plants seen by SJT and Lauri 

MacLean near Penpergwm at the very outer edge of a field which was otherwise brown with herbicide, and two 

plants seen at the edge of a large maize field near Penallt in SO50E, where a few plants of Amaranthus hybridus 

(Green Amaranth) were also present. Amaranthus retroflexus (Common Amaranth) also turned up in a maize crop 

near Chepstow. Spergula arvensis (Corn Spurrey) was abundant in a field at Penallt that looked fallow or had a failed 

barley crop; Aphanes arvensis (Parsley-piert) was also in this field. Mentha arvensis (Corn Mint), a common species in 
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Recordersõ Grant Scheme update 

Rebecca Wright-Davies SEWBReC 
 

Since the launch of the grant scheme in 2020 we have invested almost £4k in supporting the wildlife recording of 

individual recorders and local wildlife groups, with a further £1.3k confirmed for projects in the pipeline.  

Recent applicants have included Stephen Murray, a local slime mould specialist and photographer (many of you may 

remember a fascinating talk he gave at the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders Forum in 2019). We funded a moth trap and 

identification book as Stephen is now looking to expand his knowledge and recording of moths. We look forward to 

seeing the fruits of his efforts over the next few years.  

We have also supported a porpoise photography project developed by Dan Rouse. Dan is aiming to develop a 

photographic library of porpoises in the Swansea/Gower area. We have therefore funded cetacean identification guides 

and books, display boards and MS Publisher so that Dan can catalogue sea mammal photographs.  

Apply!  

The aim of the grant scheme is to remove financial barriers from people keen to enhance their recording and species 

identification skills, and to spread understanding of wildlife recording to a wider audience. With this in mind, the grant 

scheme is aimed primarily at funding: 

 

1. Opportunities for existing recorders to enhance their 

recording efforts;  

2. Group projects with the potential to reach a number of 

new recorders.  

 

At this time we are particularly interested to hear from existing 

recorders who would like to purchase equipment and/or 

training to enable them to target under recorded groups. 

Please do not be intimidated by the application form (which 

you can find on our website); if you are unsure or have any 

questions, we are very happy to discuss your ideas or 

requirements first via email to info@sewbrec.org.uk. 

the vice-county in woods and along tracks as well as in arable fields, was locally abundant, as was Fallopia con-

volvulus (Black Bindweed) in several maize fields.  

A maize field on the edge of the Levels had an understorey of Persicaria amphibia (Amphibious Bistort) showing 

just how wet it was! There were also a few plants of Nicandra physalloides (Apple of Peru) amongst the crop. 

Although it can be depressing seeing wheat or maize fields that have been sprayed to the very edges with virtu-

ally nothing growing, there are those where herbicide has not reached the edges or the gateways, and these are 

well worth visiting. We have boosted the records in many tetrads this year by recording arable species. 

Thanks go to Heather Colls, Lauri MacLean and Anne Griffiths for their records. 

É SEWBReC 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/sewbrec-recording-grant/grant-.page
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
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Wales Garden BioBlitz 2021  

Elaine Wright 
 

On Saturday 29th May 2021, the four Welsh LERCs teamed together to organise the second Wales Garden 

BioBlitz, part of Wales Nature Week. Many thanks to everyone who helped with our national nature hunt! 

 

The day resulted in 2687 records  of 968 species being submitted (thus far). You can view the full national 

species list on our website here. The map (above, middle) shows the location of all the records submitted during 

the day. The heat map (above, right) reflects the number of records at different locations (brighter colour = more 

records). This map more accurately represents recorder effort, with hotspots showing the location of the keenest 

recorders! 

 

It was great to get participants joining in from across Wales, and we received records for all thirteen Vice 

Counties in Wales, as shown in the table below (see table below, left). As usual, the national Top Ten most 

recorded species was dominated by birds and plants, but it was nice to see Common Carder Bee also making the 

cut (see table below, right)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful to see the breadth of skills and expertise 

of Welsh recorders represented in the taxonomic diversity 

recorded on the day, with 39 taxonomic groups included. 

Overleaf is a pie chart showing the breakdown of total 

species by taxonomic group. 

 

We had 156 wonderful recorders get involved across 

Wales, the top ten most prolific recorders are shown in the 

table to the right.  

 

 

Common carder bee © Howard Burt 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/National%20Species%20List.pdf
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/National%20Species%20List.pdf
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SEWBReC Results 

On a local level, we had 71 recorders  submit 1200 records  of 574 species in the SEWBReC area. You can 

download the SEWBReC species list on our website here. The table below left shows the top ten (actually 11!) 

SEWBReC species ð unsurprisingly, this is dominated by birds and plants like the national list. The table below 

right shows the top ten SEWBReC recorders. 

  

Many thanks to everyone who took part in the Wales 

Garden BioBlitz 2021! We are planning another national 

event for 2022, though it will be during a different 

season, to give a different set of species their time to 

shine. Watch this space for further details.  

 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20Species%20List.pdf
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20Species%20List.pdf

