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Welcome to the 21st edition of the Gwent-GI amor gan Recordersd Newsl e

We hope youdbre as batty about our cover i mage &
from the Nathusiusd Pipistrelle Project on page

As another recording season comes to a cl ose, i
the summer (Recording Highlights, pg 3; Recording at Taf Fechan, pg 14; The 2019 Plant Season, pg
18 ; My flowering plant of the Year, pg 21).

But no need to fear the dark months to come; in addition to freeing up time to sort out records and
specimens, the winter period also holds opportunities to get outside and record, such as the Au-
tumn Oil Beetle Hunt (pg 9) and the RHS Cellar Slug Survey (pg 6).

Thanks as always to all our contributors, and we hope you all enjoy the read.
Rebecca WrightDavies & Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editors)

Gwent-Gl amorgan Recorderséo
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Recording Highlights: Species new to Wales in 2019
Elaine Wright

2019 was another excellent year of recording in south Wales, with several new additions to the Welsh fauna.
Below are some highlights which are new species to the LERC Wales database.

Species shown (clockwise, starting top left): Hoverfly Chrysotoxum verralli Gavin Vella, Gwent; Sandrunner
Shieldbug Sciocoris cursitansMartin Bell, Slade Wood; SpiderNigma walckenaeri, Michael Kilner, Magor;
Leafmining fly Agromyza viciag Graham Watkeys, St Mellons; Pine HawkmottSphinx pinastri Sam Bosanquet,
Dingestow Court (first confirmed Welsh record); Ridge-saddled Carpenter BeeHeriades truncorum, Liam Olds,
Forest Farm; Mistletoe Marble (a leafmining moth) Celypha woodiana George Tordoff, Magor Marsh (first
confirmed Welsh record); Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis Gavin Vella, Llandegfedd Reservoir (first
confirmed Welsh record).

Lake Gillham

Some excellent news from the Australian Antarctic Division:
several lakes on subAntarctic Macquarie Island have been
named after the first four female scientists to travel south with
the Australian Antarctic Program, including Dr Mary Gillham.

Hope Macpherson, Susan Ingham, Isobel Bennett and Mary
Gillham went to the World Heritage listed island 60 years ago
to undertake field research on the unique flora and fauna.

Chief Scientist of the Australian Antarctic Division, Dr Gwen
Fenton, said the hard work and dedication of these researchers
has paved the way for female scientists who have followed.

Mary meeting the locals: Gentoo Penguins on Macquarie

You can read the whole article from the Australian Antarctic Division

You can read more about Dr Gill hamos tAone: "orc Mscpgandar i e
view more of her photos on
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http://www.antarctica.gov.au/news/2019/pioneering-work-of-female-scientists-reflected-in-macquarie-island-lakes
http://www.marygillhamarchiveproject.com/international-travels/macquarie/macquarie-island-exploration/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/marygillhamarchiveproject/albums/72157662694263958

Wal es Nat husiusd Pipistrelle Proje?c
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Aaron Davies and Denise Foster

This year has seen the beginnings of a new bat research project in Wales trying to find and record the

Nat husi us oPipigtiellus nathusiblat e The Bat Conservation Trust
has been running in England since 2014 and has now been extended into Wales. The aim of the project

is to determine the breeding status and migratory pattern of this rare bat species. Several bat groups

across Wales are so far participating in this project, with Glamorgan, Vale of Glamorgan and Bridgend,
Cardiff, and Monmouthshire Bat Groups all already undertaking surveys within south and east Wales.

This is in addition to Gwynedd Bat Group in north Wales.

This rare species is a known migrant and actually migrates from Russia and the Baltic States (where it
breeds in the summer) to hibernate in southern and western Europe for the winter. Migration distances
have been recorded of up to 1900km; an incredible distance for a bat that only weighs between 6 and 8
grams.
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The species is known to travel along coast lines and estuaries, particularly during the spring and autumn,
and they are often found at large waterbodies. Whilst there has been no previous targeted research
looking at these species in Wales, they have been recorded here previously. Prior to this research project,
a total of 160 records of this species had been submitted to Local Environmental Records Centres across
Wal es. I n 2013, 2 male Nathusiusd pipistrelles wer
and tracked back to a building in Cardiff itself.

The fascinating thing about the Nathusiusd pipistr
uals choose to migrate, and some bats remain in the UK all year round. In fact, so far, in England, and

now backed up by this yeards research in Wal es, co
found. There appears to be a large skew towards male bats or nonbreeding females. However, in Ireland
they do seem to breed and consistently so. Why the
mystery.

The project itself involves identifying hotspots of Nathusius' pipistrelle activity using acoustic bat detec-



http://www.bats.org.uk
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tor surveys. The second stage is to
use harp traps and acoustic lures in
activity hotspots, and trap individu-
als under licence, ascertain their
breeding status and ring each indi-
vidual. The first bat to be caught
and fitted with a small metal ring as
part of this project was at Margam
Park. The ring has a unique number
which would identify it if it were re-
captured elsewhere.

swindon

In total so far at Margam Park, four
mal e Nat husi usd pipioL|C||c Uuat > ’ ’

. Map of existing Welsh Nathusiusd pipistrel
have been Captured and rlnged. In records centres, yellow dots relate to a database held by Jon Russ as part of a preexisting
addition, this project has collected Nathusiusd pipistrelle project and from BC
much more valuable information
about the bat use of this site with 9 to 11 species of bat so far found using Margam Park during our sur-

veys.

Woston e

Other sites that have been identified as hotspots of Nathusius' pipistrelle bat activity and have had trap-
ping surveys include Kenfig Pool, Cosmeston Lakes, Cardiff Bay and Newport Wetlands. Two male bats
were caught and ringed at Kenfig, six male Nathusius caught at Cardiff Bay and one at Cosmeston Lakes
so far.

What is the next stage? Further trapping surveys at these sites will be continued next year to try and cap-
ture as many Nathusiusd pipistrelle bats as possi bl
been left out at several other sites with large waterbodies across south and east Wales to try and identify

other activity hotspots. Of course, the big moment will be if females are captured in the pre -breeding pe-

riod; we would then undertake radio tracking to locate potential maternity roosts.

Why is this project so important? The migration pat
known in mainland Europe, but the movements of bats in and out of the UK and their migration routes
and origins are not known. Nat husi usd pipistrelle

wind turbines being erected along their regular migratory routes, so it is vital that more information is

obtained about their migratory pat-

terns. In addition, the recorded range
expansion of Nathusiwu

Nat husi us §P. pathpsii)lseing fited ith a ring © Denise Foster

has been shown to be linked to cli-

mate change, and future climate

change is predicted to have further

i mpact on this specie
you want more information on the

project contact the Bat Conservation

Trust at or contact

one of the aforementioned bat groups.
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RHS Cellar Slug Survey: have you seen these slugs in your garden?

Imogen Cavadino

At the end of March 2019 the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) launched an online survey calling on gardeners to
join the search for the Yellow Cellar Slug Limacus flavug. The Yellow Cellar Slug is thought to be being usurped
by the Green Cellar Slug (imacus maculatug which was first recognised in Britain in the 1970s (Evans, 1978).
Since its arrival in Britain and Ireland, the Green Cellar Slug has spread rapidly (Rowsoat al, 2014), appearing to
replace the increasingly rare Yellow Cellar Slug.

The study also seeks to |l earn more about the two speci
gardens they inhabit, with a view to understanding what it might mean for their future in our gardens and how

they can be encouraged and protected. As both these slugs prefer to feed on decaying rather than live plant ma-

terial, they are a suitable flagship species for encouraging gardeners to think of slugs in a more nuanced way.

While both slugs have large, green-yellow, patterned bodies the Yellow Cellar Slug has a long, unbroken yellow
stripe running along the centre of its tail. As these species of slug are nocturnal, people are being asked to grab
torches and step out into their gardens after dark in the hope of recording them. You may also encounter these

slugs during the day, huddled in groups under heavy objects or inside compost bins, an unusually sociable be-
haviour common in these two species of slug.

For more information about how to take part in the study please visit: You can also
find the survey on Twitter: @UKslugsurvey

This survey is part of I mogen Cavadinob6s PhD project,
for Ecology and Hydrology, seeking to better understand the diversity of slug species in gardens. Support has

also been given by staff at National Museum Cardiff, iRecord, and volunteers from the Conchological Society of

Britain and Ireland. Data is being collected via iRecord as the flexibility of their form allows specialist data on gar-

den features to be collected. It also allows data-to b
marine recorder and accessed by other organisations.

As of the end of September 2019, over 240 records have been sent in to iRecord using the specialised online sur-
vey form. Only 12 of these have been confirmed as beingL. flavud Please do get out in your own gardens and
see which of the two species you can find. Please also share the survey far and wide throughout the UK. Printed
AS leaflets are available for distribution by request:

References

Evans NJ (1978) Limax pseudoflavusEvans: A Critical Description and Comparison with Related Specie3he Irish
Naturalists' Journal 19: 231-236

Pain S (2000) Hate housework? Can't find a reliable cleaner? Try a slug.
[Accessed June 2019]

Rowson B, Anderson R, Turner JA, Symondson WOC (2014) Slugs of Britain and Ireland: identification,
understanding and control Field Studies Council, Telford, UK

Marjorie Blamey, botanical illustrator,
1918-2019

In September of this year, Marjorie Blamey, renowned botanical
illustrator of many of our favourite wildflower guides, died aged
101. She won gold medals for her work from the Royal Horticultural
Society and Alpine Garden Society, and in 2007 was appointed
MBE. Read her obituary in

Image: Two examples of the many books that Marjorie Blamey produced: The lllustrated Flora of Britain & Northern Europe, 1989Marjorie
Blamey & Christopher Grey-Wilson) and The Wild Flowers of Britain & Northern Europe 4th Edition 1985 (R Fitter, A Fitter & M Blamey) 6


http://www.rhs.org.uk/slugsurvey
mailto:imogencavadino@rhs.org.uk
http://www.anapsid.org/slugcleaner.html
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/sep/19/marjorie-blamey-obituary

Have you

seen

the yellow
cellar slug?

What do we want you to do?

e Grab a torch and go on a slug hunt in your garden to see

if you can find this nocturnal species

Take photographs showing the top of each slug

Match your slug to the ID guide (overleaf)

Use the online form to let us know what you found and where

Why?

Over the past 30 years, reports of the yellow cellar slug have declined
sharply. During this time a second species, the green cellar slug, has
started spreading throughout Britain and Ireland. Where is the yellow
cellar slug? Has the green species taken over? Are we about to withess a
slug go extinct in Britain?

We need your help to find out!

Centre for

To take part visit CEH) Ecology & Hydrology

RH S rhs.org.uk/slugsurvey
Newcastle

Inspiring everyone to grow RHS Registered Charity No. 222879 / SC038262 mvers1ty

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL
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Have you seen these slugs?

There are three large patterned slugs you are likely to find in your garden:

Yellow cellar slug : j
(Limacus flavus) >em

Clear yellow .
Sligacs

Long yellow stripe running
along centre of tail

Green-yellow bodies Blue-grey tentacles

Green cellar slug
(Limacus maculatus)

Clear yellow
slime

Yellow stripe not present
or very short

Leopard slug
(Limax maximus)

Clear 4
slime

Tail often heavily striped

Images approximately Brown-grey body Red-brown tentacles

to scale.

Both species of cellar slugs are not considered plant pests and "
may be beneficial to gardeners. After taking your photographs "
we ask that you return any of these slugs to where you found them.

To take part and find out more visit: rhs.org.uk/slugsurvey

All images © Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales.


mailto:wales@buglife.org.uk
https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey

Autumn Oil Beetle Hunt

Oil beetles are under threat and we need your help in
recording oil beetles in Wales. Buglife Cymru are asking
people to keep a look out for oil beetles when they are out
and about this autumn and winter, during which period
Wal es & r ar e thd Rugged Oil Beetle (Melae
rugosus - is active.

su3 ©John Walters

Bizarre lifecycle
Rugged Oil Beetles are primarily nocturnal, and the adults can be active between late September and early April in

grasslands on chalk, limestone and sandy soils. All known Welsh and UK sites are in calcareous areas. The best way

to find them is to search by torchlight in suitable calcareous grassland sites from dusk onwards. Look for wildflower
areas or sandy soils where solitary bees may nest footpaths can be particular hotspots for oil beetles!

After mating, the female oil beetle selects a suitable place to dig a nest burrow, often in bare ground near footpaths,
into which she lays her eggs. They can lay up to 1000 eggs, usually in 23 burrows dug into the soil near to solitary
bee nest burrows. In spring, these eggs hatch into rather bizarre, longlegged larvae known as triungulins. Upon
hatching, the young larvae climb up flower stems and lay in wait within a flower. When an unsuspecting solitary bee
visits the flower to collect nectar and pollen for its own nest, the triungulin attaches itself to the bee and hitches a
ride back to its nest. Once inside the nest, the triungulin changes into a more maggot-like larvae and devours the
beeds egg anrith pgolerestopes toat tleeibee intended to provide for its own larvae. The beetle larva
develops in the bee burrow until it emerges as an adult Rugged oil beetle the following autumn, ready to mate and
start the whole cycle again.

In Wales, the Rugged Oil Beetle is currently known from just two locations in south east Walesd near Penallt,
Monmouthshire and Cwmdu, Crickhowell, Powys. The latter of these sites was only identified last year thanks to a
vigilant naturalist who spotted an adult in her garden @ this species often turns up in gardens! Given that the beetle
is most active at night and during the winter months, it is likely that its presence has been overlooked in Wales 4 it
may be more widespread. If you are visiting any calcareous grassland sites this autumn/winter, particularly around
dusk or after dark, please look out for Rugged Oil Beetles as there is every chance your sighting could be a new
discovery!

Under threat

Oil beetles are reliant on solitary bees to compete their life-cycles. The health of oil beetle populations is therefore
dependent on the health and diversity of wild bees. Declines in the quality and quantity of wild bee habitat,
particularly wildflower -rich grasslands, has contributed to a decline in wild bees and along with them, oil beetles.
Three of the UKOs native oil beetles are now extinct
their distributions due to changes in the way our countryside is managed. Oil beetles have been identified as
priorities for conservation action in Wales through Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 meaning work
needs to be done to conserve them and their habitats.

If you see any large, conspicuous black beetles on your travels, please send details of your sightings, along with a
photograph(s), to wales@buglife.org.uk. The following information should ideally be provided:

Date; Location (preferably a 6 to 8 figure grid reference); Recorder name (optional); Brief
description of where (e.g. garden; grassland) and when (e.g. daytime/night) the beetle was
spotted; and Photograph(s) (no greater than 6MB in size) to allow us to confirm your

[ J
identification. bug’,fe
Our Oil beetle Identification guide wi | | help you identify your Cymru

please send in your record anyway, as we have experts at hand to identify them from your
photographs.

a

b ut


mailto:wales@buglife.org.uk
https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey

Blue Ground Beetle Project
Liam Olds, Buglife Cymru

In April 2012, the chance finding of an adult Blue Ground Beetle Carabus intricatusin a Skewen gar-
den led to the discovery of a population in the nearby ancient woodland of Coed Maesmelin, which
is owned and managed by The Woodland Trust (Coed Cadw). Prior to this, the Blue Ground Beetl&
Britainds | ar gédadinever beerurecorded ie \Wdlek @&nd its discovery, therefore, rep-
resented a very significant extension of its British range.

Classified as Nationally Rare, the Blue Ground Beetle has a very limited range, with its main British
stronghold in the river valleys on the southern edge of Dartmoor, Devon, plus a few further colonies
in wooded sites on the fringes of Bodmin Moor, Cornwall. In its Dartmoor and Bodmin localities, it is
an inhabitant of ancient oak and beech woodland and wood -pasture where there is little ground
vegetation, with such conditions usually being maintained by grazing. Given its rarity in Britain, and
its globally threatened status, owing to its reliance on fragile ancient woodland habitats that have
been largely cleared or converted to commercial forestry, and an absence of wings which limit its
dispersal abilities, the conservation of the Blue Ground Beetle in Neath Port Talbot is imperative.

Concerns regarding the habitat condition for Blue Ground Beetle at Coed Maesmelin, which was for-
merly open to stock but has been left ungrazed for a number of years and had consequently devel-
oped a dense field layer of bramble in many places, led Buglife Cymru, in partnership with The

10



Woodl and Trust, to develop the 6Blue Ground Beet
the natural heritage of the Blue Ground Beetle and the long-term protection of its ancient woodland

habitat in Coed Maesmelin, received funding from The National Lottery Heritage Fund and com-

menced in October 2018 d it is due to run until March 2020. Through the project, targeted habitat
management work has been undertaken at Coed Maesmelin to control bramble scrub and create

more favourable habitat conditions, allowing the population of this extremely rare beetle to increase.

More of this work will continue this autumn and winter, with the help of local Woodland Trust volun-

teers.

The Blue Ground Beetle is a nocturnal predator of ancient oak and beech woodlands where it
emerges after dusk and climbs tree trunks in search of its favourite prey, the tree slugLehmannia
marginata, and also potential mates. Like many other ground beetles, it is a spring breeder and is
mainly active from late-March to early-July. In spring 2019, targeted surveys were conducted in
woodlands around Skewen, Brynoch and the wider Neath Valley in an attempt to locate additional
populations of the beetle. With the help of volunteers, many of which were local residents, 21 night -
time surveys were conducted across 10 sites in the Neath Valley. These surveys proved hugely suc-
cessful with a total of 41 adults and 2 larvae found, significantly increasing the number of sightings
of this rare beetle in Wales 4 this also included the first confirmed sighting of a larva (or juvenile) in
Wales! Of the 10 woodland sites visited, 5 were found to support Blue Ground Beetle and 4 repre-

sent O6newd | ocations for the Blue Ground Beetl e
cations expands the previously known distribution of Blue Ground Beetle from one to five confirmed
sites, though all of these 6newd sites are | ocat

viously confirmed site of Coed Maesmelin. The Blue Ground Beetle remains, therefore, a Skewen/
Bryncoch speciality in Wales!

Further populations of this very rare beetle could well be present in south Wales. Though it is unlike-

ly that Blue Ground Beetles will be encountered in autumn and winter, during which time adults seek
shelter in deadwood of a range of broadleaf trees, it is worth remaining vigilant & especially so in

damp, humid woodlands with a southerly aspect and grazed understory, which appears to be the
6favouredd habitat for this species. 't i s al so
close proximity to ancient woodland, as Blue Ground Beetles have a tendency to enter gardens with-

in the Skewen aread they have even been seen predating slugs on garden lawns in broad daylight!

Should you see a potential Blue Ground Beetle, please send details of your sightings, along with a
photograph(s), to . Please ensure email attachments are no greater than 6MB
in size.

Alternatively, feel free to contact us by telephone at 02922 405604 or you
can write to us at Buglife Cymru, Forest Farm Conservation Centre, Forest
farm Road, Cardiff, CF14 7JJ. And if you find any dead specimens, please
keep them in a sealed container for us, as they will prove extremely useful in
verifying the identity of the specimen and in any future research. You can
find further information about Bug

ing
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SEWBReC Business Update

Adam Rowe
Despite the national mael strom surrounding Brexit
sion was granted), | 8&dm pleased to report that the

through the troubled waters! Our commercial income has been at an all -time high in the past six

months and exciting changes are on the horizon for the way we deliver services to our commercial cus-

tomers. We have also been fortunate to secure significant public sector income this year , so after

running a tight ship and shoring up our finances during the last year or two, it feels like we are finally
arriving in calmerwaters! [ Apol ogi es for all of the watery/seafa
the rain wedve had in recent weeks!]

For the past five years, SEWBReC has received and dealt wittetween 600 and 650 commercial data
search enquiries per year , and it looks like this figure may well be exceeded during the current finan-
cial year. Over the years we have refined and developed our own irhouse methods for conducting data
searches and delivering the high-quality reports that our customers have come to expect. But, after sev-
eral years of development, quality-checking and fine-tuning, we are delighted to announce that from
the start of December 2019, all of our commercial data enquiries will be delivered using the LERC

Wal es 0 Aldtaeaccess portal (public parts of which can be viewed at: ).

Aderynds commerci al s e ar chneakmg tdobwhieh we are incredibdy prousl tog r o u n
have developed within the Welsh LERCs. It allowslata searches to be undertaken and delivered

online and enables customers toview and interact with data in a multitude of ways . We hope that

our customers and users will quickly see the huge benefits of Aderyn, and we look forward to future de-
velopments which will allow customers to log in and undertake their own data searches. Our charges

will increase slightly when we adopt Aderyn but we will be ring -fencing some of the additional income

to secure the future enhancement and resilience of Aderyn by extending the contract of the LERC Wales
Aderyn developer (hosted and employed by SEWBReC).

Alongside our growing private sector income, more than 50% of our income is still generated from
public sector sources . We are grateful for continued grant support from Welsh Government (although
new WG funding mechanisms need to be identified and implemented next financial year) and are de-
lighted that, following extensive analysis of the potential value of LERC data, WG has also agreed to
continue its agreement for procuring access to LERC Wales data (as Natural Resources Wales has for
several years). We now also holdService Level Agreements (SLAS) with eight of the twelve Unitary
Authorities in our area and have recently agreed to increased charges and service enhancements with

1. For details of changes to SEWBReC commercial data search charges, ciicle.

2. See: Y 1 2


https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/data-enquiries-folder/enquiries/commercial-enquiries-2019.page
https://erammp.wales/sites/default/files/ERAMMP%20Rpt%2022%20LERCS%20v1.0.pdf

Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf and Swansea Councils, as part of the implementation of a more consistent
and transparent method of charging for SLAs.

Under the terms of Environment Act (Wales) 2016, all public authorities in Wales (the definition of which in-
cludes all local authorities, plus a wide range of other bodies) are required to publish a report before the

end of 2019, detailing what measures they have taken to comply with their Section 6 biodiversity duty

This duty requires that public authoriesmust 6 s eek t o maintain and enhance
with the proper exercise of their functi onAccodinglto i n
recently published WG gui dance, t hpablicantpohti@assshosld embedt h
the consideration of biodiversity and ecosystems into their early thinking and business planning, including any
policies, plans, programmes and projects as well as their day to day activitiés.

We believe that reference to the best -available biodiversity evidence -base is required to meet the Sec-

tion 6 duty . Having an SLA with SEWBReC allows public authorities in our region access to that evidence and
provides proof that the Section 6 duty is being taken seriously, however many public authorities (including

four Unitary Authorities in our region: Bridgend, Cardiff, Neath Port Talbot and Vale of Glamorgan) are not
currently directly accessing SEWBReC products and services. We will not be holding our breath for hurriedly
arranged new SLAs during the coming weeks, but readers (especially in those four areas) may wish to ques-
tion their local council on how they are properly taking biodiversity into account (in the conduct of their poli-
cies, plans, programmes, projects and their day to day activities) without the facility to access what is widely
recognised as the bestavailable biodiversity evidence-base!

In other news, SEWBReC and LERC Wales are pleased to be delivery partners in a number of exciting projects
that have successfully obtained funding under the Enabling Natural Resources and Well -Being in Wales
(ENRaW) grant . The two most significant of these from the LERC perspective are theLocal Nature Partner-
ships Cymru project (through which LERCs will be providing support, access to data and training for the revi-
talised network of Local Nature Partnerships across Wales, as well as working on pilot projects to show how
LERC data can be fully utilised in the next generation of evidencebased Local Nature Recovery Action Plans)
and A Resilient Greater Gwent (as part of which SEWBReC is working on delivering a State of Nature Report
for Gwent, as well as supplying access to its data to partners). These are great opportunities for SEWBReC to
showcase the true potential of data we hold, and we look forward to working with our partners to deliver

some great project outcomes.

As usual, | would like to thank every recorder for every record submitted (whether via paper forms, spread-
sheets, or the 1) as well as all of our customers, supporters, the SEWBReC board
of directors and the fantastic, dedicated staff. Without all of you, SEWBReC would not exist, so thank you! |
continue to be honoured to be at the helm of the good ship SEWBReC!

Staff Vacancy: We are currently seeking apart -time Biodiversity Information Officer to join the SEWBReC team.
Full details can be found via our € but youdll have to be qui cK'Navemberhle
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