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Welcome 1o Issue 19 of the Gwent -G | amorgan Recordersd Ne

As another recording season draws to a close for many species groups, it is in-
teresting to | ook back at the summer ds
Whether it is a Welsh first (  Geranium Bronze in Creigiau, pg 8 ), a phenomenon
rarely seen in our temperate climate (  Bioluminescent plankton in Wales, pg 9 ) or
just taking the time to study something often overlooked ( Slime Moulds, pg 18 ),
the joys of discovery through wildlife recording is evident throughout this issue.

It is also great to learn of the efforts being made to preserve and enhance biodi-

versity by organisations such as Porthkerry Wildlife Group ( Porthkerry Country
Park Wildflower Meadow Creation, pg 4 ) and Buglife ( Wales Threatened Bee Re-
port, pg 22 ).

Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsletter. | hope this newsletter will
be an inspiration to all our recorders as the nights draw in and your backlog of
summer recording beckons!

Elaine Wright (Editor)

Cover photo:  Stemonotis fusca © Steven Murray. Learn more about slime moulds on
2 page 18



New opportunities for the growth and
expansion of Mistletoe in Gwent

Colin Titcombe

Mistletoe ( Viscum album ) is a semi -parasitic plant which takes a proportion of its
sustenance from host trees and shrubs. Despite its relative abundance in eastern Gwent,
Mistletoe is somewhat choosy about which species it grows on. Apple, Hawthorn,
introduced Poplars, some Willows and Common Lime are frequent hosts. Oak, Birch and
Hazel are among the species rarely, or only occasionally, parasitized while, in my
experience, Beech, Wild Cherry and Sweet Chestnut never are.

There is, however, something else which seems to play a large part in respect of the
growth of or invasion by Mistletoe, and that is whether or not the potential host has been

planted or not. Planted trees and shrubs are far more commonly parasitized. Tree species

are the most frequent hosts, but shrubs which occasionally hold Mistletoe include
Cotoneaster horizontalis and Wild Rose ( Rosa). In recent years another factor has been
playing a role in providing Mistletoe with new opportunities 0 exotic tree species from
other parts of the world. Some of these have been found suitable for colonization by
Mistletoe.

I n t he HomtoeMoomouwhshire 6 (T. G. Evans, 2007) only
Mistletoe on Silver Maple ( Acer saccharinum ). Today, over ten years later, it is found
commonly on this species. I ndeed, since the
unusual or entirely new hosts have been located as follows:

9 Red Oak (Quercus rubra ) at the Argoed, Penallt;

91 Pin Oak (Quercus palustris ) at the side of the A4042 in the Little Mill / Mamhilad area;

T Plum (Prunus domestica ) of t he variety -kilnbométnh aats tthhe G@req\

9 Red Alder ( Alnus rubra ) in the orchard at Coed -y-fon, Tredunnock;
91 Brown Birch ( Betula pubescens ) in Tredunnock village;
9 Small-leaved Lime ( Tilia cordata ) in Wye Valley woodland.

Acknowledgements
Graham Harris, Jim Pitcher and T.G. Evans all provided information regarding the Mistletoe in
Gwent.

Photos from left:  Mistletoe on Wild Apple, Birch and Oak. All © Colin Titcombe



Porthkerry Country Park Wildflower Meadow
Creation

Alison Palmer (Porthkerry Wildlife Group)

| thought that other people who may be thinking of doing this may be interested in our
story. Porthkerry Wildlife Group (PWG) were lucky that the site ranger Mel Stewart was, and
still is, keen to increase the biodiversity in the park so that she and her colleagues had
already started working towards this. In 2011, it was decided to allow 1.6 hectares of our
6.6 hectare amenity grassland to remain long, with annual cutting and baling done by a
local farmer. This area then already hosted some of the Vetches, Clovers, Dandelions and
other useful plants.

In 2014, we decided to have a go at transforming some of this area to wildflower meadow.
Sinead Lynch and the Bumblebee Conservation Trust (BBCT) helpfully provided us with a
suggested Management Plan for Bees in Porthkerry Country Park. Following this guidance
as best we could, we felt would help not only wild bees but all other pollinating insects.

PWG members, plus rangers and other volunteers, collected wildflower seed (including
Yellow Rattle, Knapweed, Wild Carrot) from within the park plus other areas in the Vale of
Glamorgan (after obtaining relevant permissions). We also received donations of seed
from nearby residents, and the BBCT. We applied for and received grants from Keep Wales
Tidy, Barry Town Council and carried out token collections in local supermarkets to pro-
vide funding for more flower seeds, plugs and tools.

In 2014 and 2015, volunteers planted wildflower plugs and sowed the wildflower seeds
that had been collected and donated. Our Rangers also hosted many school and other

o volunteer groups to help us with the seeding. In 2015, we ob-
tained a generous grant from
Scale Projects Fund. This enabled us not only to purchase more
seed, but also to hire scarifiers and purchase Wildflower Earth
for three patches within our meadow, in the hope that wild-
# flowers would spread throughout the meadow area in time.
The grant also paid for a large interpretation panel explaining
the project and what creatures might be seen. It also explained
. that the project would take some years to come to fruition.
All the physical work such as scarifying, raking, sowing and

» weeding was done by our park rangers with help from regular
volunteers.

Photos from top left: Amenity grassland before work began; Wildflower Earth patch
4 in summer 2017; Volunteers sowing seed. All images in article © Alison Palmer
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In summer 2016 we already had Yellow Rattle growing strongly in the area despite flood-
ing during the previous winter. The Wild Carrot, Buttercups, Clovers and Vetches had in-
creased. We noticed too that Red Bartsia had arrived naturally, which would further help
our wild bees.

Summer of 2017 saw Meadow Cranesbill, Knapweed, Oxeye Daisy, Wild Carrot, Tufted

Vetch, Yarrow, Musk Mallow and others flowering and spreading from the Wildflower Earth

sections. In the seeded, plug plant areas the biggest successes were Yellow Rattle, Wild
Carrot, Knapweed, Tufted Vetch, Red Campion ar

Summer of 2018 was even better, possible due to the very sunny dry weather we had. For
the first time we had more compliments than complaints! Our visitors were beginning to
see a meadow with wild flowers, not untidiness in the green sward!

Our informal surveys show an increase in pollinating insects generally, especially solitary
bees and butterflies from the Blues family. Our BBCT BeeWalk figures show an increase in
bumblebees sighted since 2015. With the increase in pollinator food plants, we are hoping
our meadow will tempt some of our more declining insect species. This year we noted
groups of Goldfinches on the Knapweed seed heads.

There is still a large area of our meadow over -grassed and under -flowered but in time it

wi || hopefully improve. We have no control oV
example it was very early, last year a bit late. But next year we will be starting a regime of

leaving a wildflower meadow area uncut every year.

We wish anyone who tries to create their own large wildflower meadow all the best luck in
the world, youdll need |l ots of enthusiasm and

. 4 a A

Photos from top left: Scarifier; School class enjoying seed bombing; Wild Carrot
being surveyed for pollinators; Yellow Rattle & Knapweed seed collected on site 5



Buglife Cymruds Aut umn (

LiE{fj{z] Liam Olds, Buglife Cymru Conservation Officer

Oil beetles are incredible insects with unusual and fascinating life cycles. Their large,
glossy black bodies, long fat abdomens and stunted wing -cases make them almost unmis-
takable as they amble along on the ground. Adults are flightless, large and slow moving,

their bodies (especially of females) swollen. Oil beetles get their name from the toxic oily
secretions that they produce as a defence against predators when threatened.

Under threat

Oil beetles are reliant on solitary bees to complete their life -cycles. The health of oil beetle
populations is therefore dependent on the health and diversity of wild bees. Declines in

the quality and quantity of wild bee habitat, particularly wildflower -rich grasslands, has
contributed to a decline in wild bees and alo
native oil beetles are now extinct, and the remaining five species have suffered drastic

declines in their distributions due to changes in the way our countryside is managed. Oll

beetles have been identified as priorities for conservation action in Wales through Section

7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 - meaning work needs to be done to conserve them

and their habitats.

Oil beetles are under threat and we need your help in recording oil beetles in Wales.

Buglife Cymru are asking people to keep a look out for oil beetles when they are out and

about this autumn and winter, during wthd Rufgedp e
oil beetle ( Meloe rugosus ) - is active. It is one of three species of oil beetle found in Wales

& the daytime and spring active Black oil beetle ( Meloe proscarabaeus ) and Violet oil beetle
(Meloe violaceus ) being the others. This autumn and winter, we need your help in finding

Rugged oil beetle!

In Wales, the Rugged oil beetle is known from just two locations in South East Wales - Pe-
nallt, Monmouthshire and Cwmdu, Crickhowell, Powys. The latter of these sites has only

Photo: Rugged oil beetle (Meloe rugosus) © John Walters



just come to light thanks to a vigilant naturalist who spotted an adult in her garden d this
species often turns up in gardens! Given that the beetle is most active at night and during

the winter months, it is likely that its presence has been overlooked in Wales d it may be
more widespread. Please let us know if you spot a Rugged oil beetle as there is every
chance that your sighting could be a new discovery!

Bizarre lifecycle

Rugged oil beetles are primarily nocturnal and the adults can be active between late Sep-
tember until early April in grasslands on chalk, limestone and sandy soils. All known
Welsh and UK sites are in calcareous areas. The best way to find them is to search by
torchlight in suitable sites from dusk onwards. Look for wildflower areas or sandy soils
where solitary bees may nest & these are hotspots for oil beetles.

After mating, the female oil beetle selects a suitable place to dig a nest burrow, often in
bare ground near footpaths, into which she lays her eggs. They can lay up to 1000 eggs,
usually in 2 -3 burrows dug into the soil near to solitary bee nest burrows. In spring, these
eggs hatch into rather bizarre, long -legged larvae known as triungulins. Upon hatching,
the young larvae climb up flower stems and lay in wait within a flower. When an unsus-
pecting solitary bee visits the flower to collect nectar and pollen for its own nest, the tri-
ungulin attaches itself to the bee and hitches a ride back to its nest. Once inside the nest,

the triungulin changes into a more maggot 1i ke | arvae and devours
protein -rich pollen stores that the bee intended to provide for its own larvae. The beetle
larva develops in the bee burrow until it emerges as an adult Rugged oil beetle the follow-

ing autumn, ready to mate and start the whole cycle again.

We need your help!

If you see any large, conspicuous black beetles on your travels, please send details of your

sightings, along with a photograph(s), to wales@buglife.org.uk . The following information

should ideally be provided:

1 date;

9 location (preferably a 6 to 8 figure grid reference);

9 recorder name (optional);

9 brief description of where (e.g. garden; grassland) and when (e.g. daytime/night) the
beetle was spotted; and

9 photograph(s) to allow us to confirm your identification.

Please ensure attachments are no greater than 6MB in size. Our oil beetle Identification
gudeand John Waltersd oil b e e will kelp you identify your beetles, o n
but even i f youdre unsure of the species, pl e

experts at hand to identify them from your photographs.
Taking photos of oil beetles
We would like to use your photos to identify the species of oil beetle that you have found.
Here are some tips for taking photos of oil beetles:
1 please try and take pictures as close as you can get to the beetle (use the macro setting
on your camera if you have it), and make sure the beetle is in focus!
9l one of the best identification features of oil beetles can be found at the base of the thor-
ax (the middle bit of the beetle's body) - please try and focus on this part of the beetle
from the top down.
9 taking a beetle photo in shade rather than direct sunlight can help us to see the differ-
ent parts of the beetle clearly.
91 if your beetle won't stay still try giving it some flowers to eat - it might stop for a snack!

Diolch from the Buglife Cymru team!


mailto:wales@buglife.org.uk
https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey
http://johnwalters.co.uk/research/oil-beetle-identification.php

Geranium Bronze in Creigiau

Howard Burt

Saturday, 25 August 0 Bank Holiday weekend. Sat on
the decking enjoying an after lunch coffee when | no-

ticed a butterfly/moth flying across the garden. Noth-

ing unusual other than the flight looked a bit laboured

but when it set down in the raised bed at the bottom of

the garden | just had to pick up the camera and go and

have a look.

The little beastie was sat quite accommodatingly on top

of the sedum. No idea what it was, but the intricately patterned underwings and the tails

that were clearly visible on the hind wings suggested butterfly rather than moth. | grabbed

a couple of images and returned to the house for a pot and temporarily put it safely in the

fridge. Time to sit at the computer and see if | could get an ID.

Being a numpty at anything | havendt seen bef
excellent Pocket Guide and that quickly ruled out the hairstreaks (never seen one but |

knew they had tails on the hind wings) and then, to my absolute surprise, | found it in

with the o6rare migrantsd at the back of the b
by a Geranium Bronze ( Cacyreus marshalli ). A quick check on Aderyn showed no Welsh
records so first thought wa slindshaach confined, tg me anyi- t
way, that it couldndét be anything else so | p
ing Group blog and on the Butterfly Conservation South Wales Forum (Facebook) and to

my relief the ID was confirmed on both.

Problem time. | had read that this is a notifiable species in England but there was no men-

tion of the rest of the UK so what to do? 0 why do these things happen on Bank Holiday
weekends? | contacted Dave Slade on the Tuesday and called in to see him at the SEWBReC

Of fice in Talbot Green. His advice was that,
pelargonium growers in the area, it shouldnodt
the first recorded specimen in Wales, it should be deposited in the National Collection. |

have not planted anything new in the garden this year, so this individual must have come

in from somewhere nearby and it is quite likely that there were others in addition to the

one that visited us.

This is the second time a new species for Wales has turned up in our garden. The first be-

ing a micro moth, Elegia similella , which appeared on one of the shrubs back in 2015.

That was also passed to Dave Slade for deposit in the National Collection. | posed the

guestion to Dave as to why these would turn up in a little garden in Creigiau and his an-

swer was simple é.. because | |l ook. I'f this bi
street it is quite likelythatno -one woul d have noticed, but my
and | try to record whatever little beastie comes visiting. Gardens are important for wild-

life and hold vast numbers of invertebrate species which are under -recorded. My current

list of species recorded in the garden must be close to 700, although well over half of
those are moths, but new species are turning up all the time. So if you are not already do-
ing so 9 pay more attention to your gardens! You never know what is going to turn up.

[It should be noted that this species originated in South Africa and was thought to have

been inadvertently introduced into Southern Europe as live eggs/pupae on imported pelar-
gonium/geranium plants. It is of particular concern to the horticultural trade in the Bale-

arics and has spread across SW Europe and into France. Temperatures are not sufficiently

high enough in the UK for this species to survive and breed outside heated greenhouses. ]

Photo: Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus marshalli) © Howard Burt



Bioluminescent plankton in Wales
Laura Palmer MCIEEM

| candt remember exactly how it started.

co

But before long there was a 5.6k strong Facebook community ( Bioluminescent plankton

watch 6 Wales) posting live updates from Aberavon beach near the steelworks in Neath
Port Talbot. What on earth could entice hundreds of people to Aberavon, in the dark in the

early hours of July mornings? Number two on my bucket list: the dinoflagellate Noctiluca
scintillans, aka Sea Sparkle. For the full science see  Wikipedia . The exciting part is that it

is bioluminescent plankton. As the waves crest and break it creates a flash along them, or
an exciting splash if you agitate the water by dropping things in, or sparkles along the
edge of the water in the footprints in sand. The blue light is produced by a chemical called
luciferin.

The word on the street is that the high temperatures around the Welsh coast this summer
helped to bring this show to our shores. Rumour has it that the last time it was seen in the
Gower area was the similar hot summer of 1976.

Just as spectacular was the human element. | went down twice. The first time there were a
few groups of people, we collected some stones and set up on the breakwater. Becky
Sharp gave a countdown so everyone around us was ready then threw in rocks to show the
sparkle. Lying on the ground looking into the water as it lapped against the stone was just
as special. About a week later we were on the beach and there was a constant stream of
people going up and down the breakwater, happy having seen this on their doorstep.

The fact that this wasndét in some exotic
made this all the more special. Seeing children playing in the moonlight, in the sea
amongst the plankton made me hopeful for the next generation.

Photo : Noctiluca scintillans © Laura Palmer

ocC al


https://www.facebook.com/groups/182734892412764/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/182734892412764/about/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noctiluca_scintillans

The Brimstone Butterfly in Gwent
Colin Titcombe

There is something
special about the Brim-
stone  ( Gonepteryx
rhamni ). It is claimed
by some to be the
original 6b
in butter -coloured fly).
It is also said to live a
longer life than any
other British butterfly,
although the claimants
usually qualify this by
suggesting that some
others, mostly Vanes-
sids which also over -
winter in the adult
stage (imago), may be
of similar longevity as
well. And in addition
to this, it has been
said that Brimstones
possess especially long tongues, which is probably quite true considering what is shown
in the image above (taken by Colin Elliott).

This becomes even more interesting when we read notes relating to bindweed flowers and
Convolvulus Hawk -moths [see pages 193 and 194 of New Naturalist 54: The Pollination of
Flowers by Michael Proctor and Peter Yeo, Collins 1973]. This tells us that, at one time, it

was thought that long -tongued hawkmoths such as the Convolvulus Hawk -moth were re-
sponsible for the pollination of the large bindweeds.

Brimstone larvae feed on just two native members of the family Rhamnaceae, these being

the Common or Purging Buckthorn (1 Rhamnus cathartica ) and the Alder Buckthorn
(Frangula alnus ). See image below of the Brimstone larva characteristically aligned along
the mid -rib of the food plant leaf; in this instance the food plant is Alder Buckthorn and

this position is only adopted when
the caterpillar is not actually feeding.

Collectively these
are to be found over much of Gwent
but the Rhamnus is confined to base -
rich soils and so is far less wide-
spread and abundant than  Frangula .
Neither of them appear to occur on
the Gwent Levels.

My own experience of Rhamnus plac-
es it typically on the Carboniferous
Limestone areas, with known sites at
the edge of the Neddern Valley near
Caldicot (now extinct), Upper Rodge

Photos : Brimstone feeding on Convolvulus © Colin Elliott; Brimstone larvae on Alder
10 Buckthorn © Colin Titcombe



Wood at the edge of Brockwells Meadows, Ifton Great Wood (on the edge of Ifton Quarry,
Rogiet) and in the Cwm Woods at ST459929.

Frangula , on the other hand, is more widely scattered and seems particularly frequent in
the western part of Gwent. It is common in the Cwmbran area and, most famously, on
Henllys Bog.

The distribution of these two food plants obviously indicates the areas in which Brimstone
butterflies are to be found. However, the pioneering behaviour of many animals should
also be considered. Their exploratory movements have enabled recent colonizers such as

Little Egrets and Cettidés Wablers to take wup
well be seen in places where the food plants do not exist.

With regards to such pioneering instincts, | recall coming across a Grey Squirrel on the sea
-ward edge of the saltmarsh bordering the Severn Estuary near Chapel Farm, Undy. The
incoming tide was lapping at the fringes of the marsh and the squirrel looked as though it
was contemplating a swim. Perhaps it thought that the Bristol side might be the much

sought after 6épromised | andd!
My experience of Frangula began when | worked in Wentwood Forest. In those days (the
1970s) | wasn6t aware of it being particularl

decided upon a more thorough search. Despite covering a wide area of the Forest, both

north and south of the main ridge, and across the two main geological types, we were
surprised to find only two specimens, both of which were at the side of a major track (grid
references approximately ST436944 and ST439949). Our means of locating Frangula obvi-
ously | eaves much to be desired when compared
During the period 2015 & 2018 | made a note of the locations where Brimstone butterflies

were seen. My own observations recorded the species at the following sites:

20/03/2015 1 male at Llandogo (SO530046)

09/04/2015 1 male at Blackrock (ST509882)

16/05/2015 1 male at Pen  -y-fan (SO532059)

30/08/2016 1 male (second generation) at Llandogo (SO530046)
09/09/2016 1 male (second generation) at Llandogo (SO530046)
02/05/2017 1 male at Bushy Close, Portskewett (ST510889)

During April 2018 | noted 4 Brimstones, 3 were male, the fourth a female, all in and
around Llandogo. Other observers reported the presence of the species at Llanellen,
Abergavenny, Caerwent, Tintern, Cwmcarn, Magor Marsh Reserve, Penhow and Ebbw Vale.
For these last eight locations | acknowledge reports from Graham Harris, Colin & Carol
Elliott, Jim Pitcher and Chris Hatch.

Photos : Purging Buckthorn; Alder Buckthorn. Both © Colin Titcombe 1



Exciting plant finds in Monmouthshire
Vice -County 35 in 2018

Steph Tyler (SJT) and Elsa Wood (EW)

Tetrad-bashing (surveying 2km x 2km grid squares
2020. We contributed in 2018 over 15,000 records up to mid -September, and have had
some good finds.

Whilst out with Paul Green, the then Wales BSBI Officer, on 21 May we found a nice bog

near Blaengavenny with Tussock Sedge  Carex paniculata , Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica
and other good plants. On 30 May, SJT &fooE @rnid i
thopus pepusillus on Gaer Fort in Newport, only the sixth record in the Vice -County since
2000. On 14 June, when checking a dipper nest, SJT found a small population of Wood
Stitchwort  Stellaria nemorum  along the Afon Honddu near Pandy; this is far from its few

known sites in the Wye Valley.

Stinking Chamomile  Anthemis cotula is quite frequent in northern SO30, SO31 and SO40
especially around Tregare and Penrhos, but plants in ST3395 found by EW & Adrian Wood

[AW] on 30 July near Cefn Tilla were a new hectad record. Only one plant was found in

2018, by SJT, of the cornfield weed Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis and that was in
S03910 north east of Bryngwyn on 14 September.

Attendance by SJT at the Llanvetherine Court (Three Pools Farm) field day resulted in 176

records on 14 July for the farm, including Cyperus Sedge Carex pseudocyperus , a plant
that is decidedly uncommon away from the Levels 0 we also found a plant on a shoal in

the Rhymney River near Draethen. SJT also went to the St Woolos Cemetery BioBlitz on 21

July. There most of the grass had been recently cut and the drought had shrivelled up any

surviving plants, but 167 species were recorded including a lovely Broad -leaved Hellebor-
ine Epipactis helleborine
Near Llangwm -isaf at the end of July we found a few plants of Oak Goosefoot Chenopodi-

um glaucum , a rare goosefoot away from the coast, at the edge of a muck heap. We have

only found it inland elsewhere near Trellech and Penallt.

During a walk in the Sirhowey Valley Monmouthshire Botany Group re -located a patch of
wintergreen found by Sam Bosanquet in April and confirmed it as being Common Winter-

geen Pyrola minor . Steve Williams confirmed the identification of another large patch of
Common Wintergreen (wrongly named as it is a rare plant in VC35); this was found by Ra-

chel Edwards on 3 July at Garn -yr-Erw upper lake. That is now the fifth known site for Pyro-
la minor . Round -leaved Wintergreen P. rotundifolia is also nhow known from five sites. Ste-

ve also reported numerous flowering spikes of Common Broomrape Orobanche minor at
Abersychan on 8 July.

During Monmout hshire Botany Groupds June wal k
moss Diphasiastrum alpinum  on Pwll Du, where it was first discovered by Steve Williams

in 2017. On the July walk we tried to re -find Cornish Moneywort  Sibthorpia europea at its
only known site in the county along the Nant Draenog stream near Mynyddislwyn but sad-

ly we failed. The streamside had been fenced off, ostensibly to protect the plant, but the

reverse has happened. With the area no longer being grazed, the resulting dense growth

seems to have ousted the moneywort.

Mike Ogden has been checking out rare plants not seen since 2000, but has generally had
negative results. On 2 August he re  -found the lovely Spreading Bellflower Campanula pat-
ula in Highmeadow Wood, not seen there since 2008. Its only other extant VC35 locality is

on Lydart Hill. He has also checked out many old sites for Wood Club -rush Scirpus sylvati-
cus, and confirmed the speciesd continued pAt®men-n

12 Photo: Amaranthus hybridus © Mike Ogden



belladonna (Deadly Nightshade) in the woodlands by Livox Quarry near the Blackcliff;

there are old records for this species in the area going back a century, but it had not been

seen for years so this was a nice re  -find. Thalictrum flavum  (Meadow -rue) was found in a
new tetrad by EW and AW alongside a very polluted reen on an industrial estate near Cald-

icot: this shows how tolerant some plants are!! Anthemis cotula  (Stinking Chamomile) is
quite frequent in SO30, SO31 and SO40 but plants near Cefn Tilla in ST3395 comprised a

new hectad record. Bidens tripatita (Trifid Bur -marigold) seems to have benefitted from
the very wet winter, as Shelley Cross found tens of thousands of plants instead of the oc-
casional clump in the fields on the flooded Nedern pastures under the M4.

With water levels so low in the summer, several interesting finds turned up along the River

Wye. The display of Flowering Rush  Butomus umbellatus that is frequent between Mon-
mouth and Bigsweir Bridge was stunning in late July/early August. Interesting finds includ-

ed two clumps of Wood Clubrush Scirpus sylvaticus about a kilometre above Bigsweir
Bridge, several plants of Slender Sedge  Carex acuta scattered along the river bank, and
lots of Perfoliate Pondweed Potamogeton perfoliatus  visible in the river along much of that
length.

Alien species have included three sightings of Few -flowered Leek Allium paradoxacum in
the east of the Vice -County at Penallt, at Grosmont and at Chepstow Park Wood, and wide-
spread Water Bent Poylpogon viridis on many town pavements throughout the VC. The
grass Cockspur Echinochloa crus -galli was found near Wyndcliff, in maize crops at Clytha
and Bryngwyn, and in a Cwmbran garden; other maize associates at Clytha included Green
Amaranth Amaranthus hybridus  and much Thorn -apple Datura stramonium . Green Ama-
ranth was also found near Quab Lane, New Mills in SO5107 at the edge of a maize crop,

and more Thorn -apples were found in maize north  -east of Bryngwyn in SO3910. The Asian
Crab Grass or Hairy Finger -grass Digitaria sanguinalis  and Maple -leaved Goosefoot Cheno-
podium hybridum  were also in the maize crop at Clytha. Bristle -grass Setaria pumila and
Green Bristle -grass S. viridis were both found in crops near the Rhymney River at Coed
Craig Ruperra in early August, and the latter earlier in the year at Livox near Blackcliff.
Balm-leaved Figwort Scrophularia scorodonia  was found by the River Ebbw at Tredegar,
Newport. Blue Star Creeper or Matted Pratia Pratia pedunculata were identified by Val Leis-
ler and Mike Hoult in their lawn in Abergavenny. The delicate blue flowers of this garden

alpine have also turned up in lawns at Penallt Old Church, at Green Pastures at Penallt and

on Cobbl erds Pl ain.

Photos from left:  Pyrola rotundifolia © Steph Tyler; Orobanche minor © Steve Wil-
liams; Pyrola minor © Steph Tyler 13



Slow Moth -ing

Paul Seligman

If youareamoth t rapper, wel/ don e
really knowledgeable in any area. Your impressive per-
sonal list of moth species is a justifiable source of
pride, and your records are much appreciated and
have a wider value, as moths are good indicator spe-
cies for the health of the environment and can tell us
how it is changing. However, you might want to stop
reading now, as you wonot |
But if you are a generalist, or have not got into moth
recording, there might be another way. A middle path
between trapping and submitting few or no moth rec-
ords. After all, not all of us have the resources of time,
money and space to buy the equipment, use it regular-

ly, and identify and log all the moths that are caught.
Which generally has to be done in the early morning,

at the same time the family may need your attention

and work awaits.

| dve al ways |l oved nature i
cused more on birds, but |
every visible non -human organism that lives, just as | ‘g
was as a child. As a biological recorder, which is how

|1 dd describe myself in thi
thing that | can. This has become much more mean-
ingful since SEWBReC was set up and provided a way
to share my records with whoever is interested. (To
avoid accusations of bias, | should state that other
biological record gateways are available.)

Back in about 2002, | went on a Moth Identification
course in Parc Cwm Darren. | knew nothing much
about moths, and it seemed like a good idea to
6expand my repertoired. |
course that | attended. The talk by Dr Norman Lowe
was interesting, but the moths that were caught and
bought for identification looked little like the illustra-

tions in the reference book, a large (and therefore ex-
pensive) tome.

The principal problem wit
showed pinned specimens with their wings flattened,
rather than in their natural resting positions, which is

how youdre I|ikely to see a
ltds fine if you want to ci
but, while | recognise the need for specimens for ref-

erence and research, |l 6ve n

mals that | observe.

| left the course better informed and loving the com-
mon names, but | might have gone on to only record a
few distinctive moths, had not a new guide come out

14 Photos from top:  Blood-vein; Garden Carpet; Silver Y © Paul Seligman



in 2003. The Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland, by Waring and Town-

send, had beautiful, life -l i ke il lustrations by Richard Lewi
larger moths dbut as a beginner, thatodés where you ar
edition, there is also a concise version, and a companion guide to the micro -moths came
out in 2012.)

The new guide went on my birthday wish -list, and, when it arrived in July, | was fascinated.

And so, on August 3rd, 2003, | created my first formal moth record, in the Wildlife Re-

corder software that | still use: the distinctive Swallow -tailed Moth. The comment reads, as

it does on so many of my subsequent records,
window only faces my neighboursd house acros:¢
tracts more moths than the rest of the house.

And so | 6ve continued. | f I see a moth on or
else for that matter, | will photograph and record it. Phones with cameras have massively

hel ped with this, of cour se; itds wusually in
moths in a pot, and leafed through the book until | had an identity before releasing them.

| sometimes stildl do this, for instance if a
the job.

Not all moths are as easy to identify as the Swallow tailed. | f I 8m stuc

send the images to the County Recorder owhi ch for Gl amorgan happe
very own Senior IT and Records Officer, David Slade. As David will have to verify my rec-

ords when | submit them annually, this has the advantage that he knows the identifica-

tions are reliable because he has already seen evidence of anything unusual.

I dondt think my home is in a great | ocation
recording moths in this way has enabled me 1t
i st of about 110 species. A O6trapperd woul d
although both methods only find moths that a
worth doing. It doesndt i mp thoughegoirng todbedrisuottem dee n 1
layed when | see a shape through the glass.

Al t hough al most all 6myd home and garden moth

records to keep the distribution maps up to date. As for other species groups, if no other

moth recorder lives near you, your records might be the first at 1k level, or perhaps the

first record for years in a wider area.

I f you arend6t ready to get i nto-itnrgadp pai nggo,? why

—

i 4 4

Photos from left: ~ Orange Swift; Red Underwing © Paul Seligman 15



HE® sewsrec)  SEWBReC Business Update

SOUTH EAST WALES BIODIVERSITY RECORDS CENTRE

CANOLFAN GOFNODION BIOAMRYWIAETH DE DDWYRAIN CYMRU Ad am ROWE, SEWBReC Manager

Public sector income has been solid this year and has been significantly bolstered by pre-
viously announced data licence agreement with Welsh Government (WG). At present SEW-
BReC benefits from funded agreements with WG, Natural Resources Wales, the Regional
Trunk Road Agents and eight out of the twelve Unitary Authorities in our region.

However, the current relative stability allows no room for complacency, as future WG grant
funding for Local Environmental Records Centres (LERCs) in Wales is not guaranteed. In
addition, the scrapping of the WG Sustainable Management Scheme and Single Revenue
Grant for local authorities may threaten some of our future income from local authorities.
These funding schemes are being replaced with a new Enabling Natural Resources and
Well-Being in Wales (ENRaW) grant, and SEWBReC is currently involved in a number of col-
laborative regional and Wales -wide bids through which we hope to secure income
(whether this is additional income, or offsets reduced income from other sources, remains

to be seen).

The funding agreement with Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) that was announced in the

last newsletter is working very effectively, with DCWW staff and contractors directly under-
taking dat a searches online using t he LERC
(aderyn.lercwales.org.uk ). Data usage is being closely monitored to ensure that DCWW can

access the data they need and that they can demonstrate the value for money they seek-

ing through streamlined data access. Charges will be reviewed before the end of the initial

12 month agreement and it is hoped that an extension will be agreed in due course.

Overthepast2 -3 years we have unfortunately observe
income from the sale of commercial data searches. The exact reasons for this decline are

hard to pin down, but a number of possibilities have been considered including: a general

economic slowdown; a reduction in major capital projects; possible competition from oth-

er online data sources; and an increase in competition between ecological consultancies,

meaning that cost savings are sought to generate competitive quotes to win contracts.

Whilst the first two options are beyond our control, we have taken action to tackle the lat-

ter two issues. We are working through a programme of contacting all local authority ecol-

ogists to ask them to ensure that desktop data searches are undertaken where they are

required and that corners are not cut in the ecological assessments undertaken. This in-

cludes reminders about what constitutes a legitimate data source, applying relevant sup-

pl ementary planning guidance and checking that
bers are properly used.

In addition to the above, we have also embarked on a programme of marketing to raise
awareness of our data products and services (based around our new products and services
portfolio, available online here ). We are targeting sectors where the commissioning of
desktop data searches seems patchy, including housing associations and tree surgeons,
as well as contacting the range of public bodies which need to achieve compliance with
their new biodiversity duties under the Environment Act (Wales) 2016.

After six months in our new Talbot Green offices, the SEWBReC is now feeling very settled.

I f you havendt yet had a chance to call in to
usual, | would like to thank every recorder for every record submitted (whether via paper

forms, spreadsheets, SEWBReCORD or our fabulous new LERC Wales app!) as well as all of

our customers, supporters and the SEWBReC board of directors. Without all of you, SEW-

BReC would not exist, so thank you!
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aderyn.lercwales.org.uk
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/services-folder/sewbrec-products-and-services-portfolio.page

SEWBReC Membership

SEWBReC is run as a not -for -profit company and is governed by a voluntary Board of Direc-
tors which is drawn from its membership. By becoming a member of SEWBReC you will be
automatically invited to attend our Annual General Meetings and you will be eligible to
stand for election to the Board of Directors.
SEWBReC membership is free and (subject to Board approval) is open to anybody who:
fhas read SEWBReCds Memor andum aavaablAontng leete e)sando f
supports the aims of the company;
9 understands that as a Member of the Company they accept a liability not exceeding £1 if
the Company should be wound up.
We are always keen to grow our membership; our membership application form is availa-
ble to download here . Please consider joining and have your say in the future direction of
SEWBRe@ we need your expertise and enthusiasm!
] il

SEWBReC Governance

It is anticipated that following our forthcoming AGM in January 2019 there will be up to

five vacancies on the SEWBReC Board . We are urgently and actively seeking new direc-
tors to fill these vacancies! Although we would particularly like to recruit new directors

who are employed by public or private sector stakeholders, or who bring business skills

and experience to the board, there is also plenty of room for anyone with the enthusiasm

to help support and steer SEWBReC. Directors need to be members of SEWBReC, but if

youbre not already a member, you can join at t
joining the board. There are four (weekday, daytime) meetings per year, plus an AGM
(usually part of the Recordersd Forum meeting

tional time commitment needed between meetings. We usually ask interested people to
attend one or two board meetings as an observer, before they confirm whether they wish

to join the board.

Please get in touch with the SEWBReC team or with any of the existing directors if you

think you may be interested in becoming a director.

The current SEWBReC Board of Directors comprises: Steve Bolchover (Chair), Alison Jones
(Vice Chair), Colin Cheesman (Secretary), Sinead Lynch (Treasurer), Roger James, Paul
Seligman.

Phot os fr om SEWBReaCd s : Clockwise from top left © Gareth Da-

vies; Paul Parsons; Annie Irving; Daniel Jenkins  -Jones; Louise Bebb; Bethany Tordoff;
Amy Hicks; Elinor Meloy; Gavin Vella; George Tordoff 17
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National Fungus Day 2018

Mark Steer, Glamorgan Fungus Group g‘l'?‘m:;ga n\“{'
We had a very successful event on the 6th October at Gmlgl ‘Q \\'é
Parc Slip Nature Reserve, with around 40 people p ’§ ' ‘ ,

attending during the day. This year our displays were

very informative thanks to support from the British

Mycological Society with literature and a grant to purchase poster display frames and
other materials. Also we had a number of high quality photos of fungi thanks to Steven
Murray and Annie Irving.

Our specimen table contained quite a number of different species and was of great
interest to all who attended. The mini Foray around Parc Slip attracted about 15 people -
thanks to Steven Murray and Gerard Siron for leading this.

Thanks also to WTSWW for allowing us to use the Discovery Room and the staff in the cafe
who provided excellent lunches and refreshments.

Before the public event opened we had an Extraordinary General Meeting where the
following Officers were elected: Steven Murray Chairman, Mark Steer Secretary and Gerard
Siron Treasurer. Our Constitution was also revised and approved.

Thanks to all who helped in the preparations and on the day and, all who attended!

W el
sl

Slime Moulds

Dr Steven Murray

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce you to a group of organisms that are un-

der recorded. They are not part of the animal, plant or fungal kingdoms but belong to the
kingdom Proctista and they are known as the slime moulds. The name is not a great way
to attract recorders into the field, but these organisms have a lot to give; exotic lifestyle,
beautiful fruiting bodies and are far more common than people think.

The slime moulds start off as single celled amoeba that hatches from a spore. This cell
can crawl around the surface it finds itself on, feeding and dividing; it can even produce
flagella and swim if a surface film of water is present. With luck it will meet another amoe-
ba of the same species and they can merge. At this point it gets very weird and the slime
mould name becomes self evident; a plasmodium is formed. The plasmodium is a single

18 Photo: Comtrichia slime mould © Steven Murray



cell that continues to grow: inside the plas-
modium cell nuclei increase in number but
the cell never divides. The plasmodium,
when visible, appears gelatinous and, well,
slimy! It spreads out from its point of origin,
feeding and increasing in size, retracting
from areas it has exhausted, forming pipes
and spreading out like a membrane in areas
where it is still feeding. This plasmodium
can end up covering an area of several
square meters, still only one cell.

Fruiting follows; the signal for this change in

behaviour is not fully understood, but the

plasmodium now transforms into sporangia
in a bewildering variety of shapes, forms and
colours. This is the only stage we can get an
identification sorted with these organisms.

Getting into slime moulds is quite easy: go
out and find some. They grow on lots of dif-
ferent substrates but wood and rotting logs
are a good place to start. You will need to
examine very closely for some species, as
the sporangia are only 1mm high and dark
in colour, whereas others can be seen from
meters away. | suggest you start with the
latter! These pictures are all of species with-

in VC41 and have been chosen to give a rep-
resentative feel for what you are looking for.

I am currently writing a field guide for begin-
ners to these beautiful organisms and would
love for more people to go out looking for
them. If you need help identifying slime
moulds, feel free to join the Glamorgan Fun-
gus Group* Facebook page and post images
there, | will gladly look at them and help you
out. | look forward to see what you turn up.

(*Although not fungi, the slime moulds have
always been looked after by mycologists!)

Photos clockwise from top: Tubifera archidia; Fuligo septica; Leocarpus fragilis;
Lycogala fragilis; Slime mould and plasmodium © Steven Murray
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2018 Encounters with Long -horned Bees

Roger Ruston [This article originally appeared in the Monmouthshire Meadows Group Newsletter ]

Long -horned Bees ( Eucera longicornis ) are mainly found in Devon and Cornwall and along
the coast of south Wales (Saunders 2018). They can also turn up well away from the coast,
as testified by Cheryl Cummings, a member of the Monmouthshire Meadows Group
(MMG), who photographed one in her Monmouth garden on 19 June.

In the 2017 MMG newsletter | reported on Long -horned Bees in the Monmouth area, about
how precarious their small local population is, and what threats they face in the agricultur-

al environment. I'm glad to say that in 2018 their numbers have been well up on previous
years in at least two local meadows. On 30 June at Kingcoed Meadow, | found 11 bees, of
which 8 were females, and on 9 July, 25 females. These were all foraging on the large
patches of Tufted Vetch which are such a striking part of the flora there.

As solitary bees go, they are large, and fe-
males move among the flowers with slow
deliberation, well spread out over the
meadow. Almost every patch of vetch was
being worked by at least one female. This
made it easier to count them accurately.

At about the same time, at Middle Crwys,
near Hendre, where | had found a few in
2016, there was more than double the
number this year. The dominant bee  -plant §
there is Bird's -foot Trefoil, which now co- 5
vers a large grassy field previously grazed
by working horses and for many years un-
treated by chemicals.

| am still in the dark about where the Long -

horned Bees are nesting at either location. They are hole -in-the -ground nesters, requiring
areas of bare soll, preferably in a bank d a habitat missing from the meadows at Kingcoed,
though my search has yet to cover the whole area.

On 3 August | visited again only to find the meadow already mown up to the margins, and
no bees in sight. Not wanting to waste a journey, | followed the footpath into neighbour-
ing Pencarreg Farm where | found rough pasture with thistles providing forage for bum-
blebees and small ground -nesting furrow bees. On a large area of exposed clay soil, worn

Photos from top  : Long -horned Bee © Cheryl Cummings; Tufted Vetch at Kingcoed ©
20 Roger Ruston


http://www.monmouthshiremeadows.org.uk/?tag=newsletter

bare under cattle hooves, there were 40 to 50 insect holes large enough to admit Long -
horned Bees. The distance from this site to the flower meadow is less than 700 metres,

which is about the limit for Long -horned Bees' foraging journeys, according to a recent
British Wildlife article (Saunders 2018). However, the season was over by then, and | will

have to wait until 2019 to know whether | have found the nest site. At least it suggests

that farmland adjacent to the flower meadow may have habitats that are important for the

survival of the meadow's bee fauna, before and after mowing.

T\

I wish | could also report on the continued success of the Brown -banded Carder Bee
(Bombus humilis ), but | can't. After finding two queens at Kingcoed on 2 June, | found no
more bees this year, even when the Tufted Vetch was in flower at the beginning of July.

Unlike Common Carder Bees, Brown -banded Carders are late emerging from hibernation
and may still be prospecting in early June. They are field nesters, requiring 'tall but open
vegetation structure, allowing the warmth of the sun to penetrate to the base of the grass

stems, with a litter layer of dead grass and/or mosses' ( Benton, p. 380 ). The nests reach
maturity during August and new queens and males continue to emerge into September.

Their life -cycle must have been severely tested in 2018 by the prolonged hot, dry weather.
Besides putting bumblebees under heat stress, it also reduces nectar production in the
flowers. It certainly shortened the trefoils' and vetches' flowering period, which was effec-

tively over by the middle of July, much earlier than the previous year. The early mowing

would have finished any further bee activity.

Other bees, with different requirements, were more fortunate. At Wet Meadow, with Knap-

weed coming into flower in July, numbers of Red -Tailed Bumblebees ( Bombus lapidarius )
were up from single figures to many thousands by 17 July. More cloud cover and a conse-

quent drop in day -time temperature may have helped. Compared with Kingcoed, the great-

er variety of flowers at Wet Meadow at this time may explain the greater variety of bum-

blebees on show, with different species predominating on different flower patches: Buff -
tailed ( B. terrestris ) on brambles, White -tailed ( B. lucorum ) on Rosebay and Garden Bum-
blees (B. hortorum ) on Betony.

| was also pleased to find, resting on some large logs lying among the flowers, two large

hole -nesting solitary bees 8 a Wool Carder ( Anthidium manicatum ) and a Wood -carving
Leaf-cutter ( Megachile ligniseca ) 0 proof that leaving a few logs about the meadow has

benefits. _
Edi t or 8 sIf ynpuohawe :seen

Benton, T. 2006 Bumblebees, Collins. Iy Lo Aneniesl BEES [ Creil.

Saunders, P. 2018. The Conservation of the Long  -horned let SE}W.BI?GC It(non ancé W? will
Bee in Cornwall. British Wildlife, Vol. 29, No 5: 321 -7. pass the info on to Roger kuston.
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Photos from left: ~ Male Long -horned Bee; Wool Carder Bee. Both at Middle Crwys ©
Roger Ruston 21



Wales Threatened Bee Report
buglife =]l

The Wales Threatened Bee Report is the first report of its kind to examine the status of
threatened bees in Wales. The report has asse
ened wild bees and aims to focus efforts to conserve these species.

Wild bees and other pollinators face many pressures in our modern landscapes, from habi-

tat loss, fragmentation and degradation, to pesticides and pollution, climate change, and

disease. Moreover, these pressures rarely act in isolation. They have caused severe de-

clines in wild bees and other pollinators across the UK, raising concerns about the under -
pollination of many wildflowers and food crops, and wider biodiversity and ecosystem

stability.

What is the role of Wales?

Wales is home to nationally rare and threatened bee species and for some species, Wales
supports the last known populations in the UK. Surrounded by sea on three sides, Wales
has extensive and varied coastlines which are an extremely important habitat for many
bee species, as well as a diversity of other invertebrates. Wales also has extensive grass-
lands, brownfields, heaths and moorland, which at a landscape scale result in unique habi-
tat mosaics. As such, conditions in Wales differ from elsewhere in the UK, resulting in a
distinctive assemblage of bees.

The Wales Threatened Bees Report identifies our most threatened bee species in Wales
and reveals trends in these species in Wales.
The report has identified species losses in
each of the thirteen vice -counties in Wales,
evidence that the decline in our wild bees is a
Wales-wide problem. Alarmingly, seven spe-
cies have been completely lost from Wales,
with many others experiencing significant
and continuing range contractions. Five spe-
cies are currently at risk of extinction, and
urgent action is needed to safeguard these
species in Wales, including the Large mason
bee (Osmia xanthomelana |, right).

Better understanding WaIeso \ bees

The Wales Threatened Bee Report aims to increase our understanding of threatened bees

in Wales - including their life -cycles and distribution - to better inform local and national
conservation efforts. It also recommends a series of actions to support the conservation of
threatened species and is therefore a means to support delivery of the outcomes listed
within the Action Plan for Pollinators in Wales

The Wales Threatened Bee Report works alongside our B-Lines Initiative , helping wild bees
and other pollinating insects by connecting and restoring flower -rich habitats across the
countryside. B -Lines have now been mapped across all of Wales and are a resource to be
used by everyone to prioritise and target action on the ground. By linking these projects

and working with other organisations and landowners, Buglife aims to create more suita-

ble habitat and reverse the decline of threatened bees in Wales.

Our thanks to the Bees Wasps and Ants Recording Scheme (BWARS), Local Environmental

Records Centres Wales (LERC Wales), Bumblebee Conservation Trust (BBCT), and numerous
individuals who contributed to the report.

Photo: Large Mason Bee Osmia xanthomelana is confined to a small stretch of the
22 Llyn Pennisula and is threatened with extinction in the UK © NRW / Mike Hammett
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SOUTH EAST WALES BIODIVERSITY RECORDS CENTRE

CANOLFAN GOFNODION BIOAMRYWIAETH DEDDWYRAN CYMRU EEl@TINE Wright, Senior Communications & Projects Officer

2018 Summer Events

Thanks to all who attended the two Recorder si

Field Days we organised this year at Slade Farm,
Vale of Glamorgan in June and Llanvetherine
Court, Monmouthshire in July.

We were also glad to be involved with partner-

ship events including Go Wild with Blaenau -

Gwent Council; a Recordersd Field Day in Oxwi
with Gower Landscape Partnership; the Un-

known Wales Conference with WTSWW and Na-

ti onal Museum of Wal es; and Chri s Packhamos
UK BioBlitz with RSPB at Newport Wetlands and

with Newport Council at St Woolos Cemetery.

In addition we organised training courses on Meadow Plants, Conifer Plantation Ecology,
Earthworms, and Springtails (the latter two with Wales Biodiversity Partnership funding).

A few weeks ago we welcomed several people to view our new office and meet SEWBReC
staff at our open day in Talbot Green. We gave visitors the opportunity to use our books
and equipment and to ask questions about technology and other aspects of recording. If
you were unable to attend but need technical assistance or just want to see the new office,
get in touch and we can arrange a visit.

2019 Forum

We are now in the process of arranging the 2019 forum, which will take place on Satur-
day 19th January . We are currently securing a venue, but hope this event will take place

in Gwent. Please save the date and watch this space for further details

National Recording Awards Nomination

We are delighted that LERC Wales, the consortium of the four Welsh records centres, has

been nominated for a national award. The UK Awards for Biological Recording and Infor-

mation Sharing are organised by the National Biodiversity Network (NBN), the National
Forum for Biological Recording (NFBR) and the Biological Records Centre (BRC), and LERC
Wales has been shortlisted for the Lynne Farrell Group Award for Wildlife Recording . You
can read more about the awards on  the NBN website ; the winners will be announced dur-
ing the NBN conference on 21st November.

LERC Wales App
This summer we launched the LERC Wales app, a tool for recording wildlife on the go us-
ing your mobile phone. So far we have received over 2,000 records via the app from 70

users. You can learn more about the app, including download links, on the SEWBReC web-
site.. You can use the app to add records to an existing SEWBReCORDaccount or to get
started with online recording.

These data entry options are complimented by LERC Wales' Biodiversity Information & Re-

porting Database aka Aderyn . You can use Aderyn to inform your recording, by viewing
Wales wide distribution maps for any species, and by generating species list for any 1km
square.

If you are unsure how to use this new technology, you can find How To videos on our
YouTube channel , or get in touch with SEWBReC for technical assistance.

Photos from top: ~ Dave Slade & Amy Hicks take a selfie with lolo Williams and Chris
Packham at St Woolos Cemetery © David Slade 23
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