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Welcome to another jam-packed issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter. Itõs been a 

busy summer, and as usual weõve got news of lots of interesting and exciting finds including unu-

sual plants in Gwent (page 13), under-recorded fly mines in Taf Fechan (page 3) and even a new 

spider for Britain found on Flat Holm (page 23)! There are also some species for you to look out for 

over the coming months including oil beetles (page 9) and earthtongues (page 10). Annie Irving of 

the Mary Gillham Archive Project shows us highlights from Maryõs 1958 Australian road trip (page 

5), and of course thereõs an update from the Project (page 18) and from SEWBReC (page 27).  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, I hope you enjoy reading it.  

Amy Hicks, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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New viewing platform for  

Goldcliff Lagoons  

Alan Rosney & Mike Pointon  

The Friends of Goldcliff Lagoons (FoGL) have been 

busy building a new viewing platform on the south 

eastern edge of the reserve ð near the sea wall. It 

opens up different views of the back of the reed 

beds. Work was undertaken at the end of breeding 

season to avoid potential disturbance. The project 

was instigated by Mike Pointon on behalf of FoGL; 

the construction being supervised by the reserve 

managers, Tom Dalrymple and Kevin Dupé, whose 

expertise proved invaluable.  In common with the 

other platforms, it is an open structure with viewing 

slats. It has been named the Marsh Platform, in 

recognition of John Marsh, whose enthusiasm for 

the project has been boundless.  

The red arrow on the satellite image [bottom right]

marks the location of the new platform. Also includ-

ed are some photos of the work in progress [right] 

and lastly the finished article [top].  

The Friends of Goldcliff Lagoons are a small group 

of enthusiastic volunteers, who contribute to keep-

ing the reserve in good condition. They also help 

out with tasks such as bird surveys. Why not get in 

touch? Contact Mike Pointon -  

wryneck100@btinternet.com  

mailto:wryneck100@btinternet.com
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The Fly Miners of Taf Fechan  

Graham Watkeys - Taf Fechan Volunteer Warden  

What are leaves? Well if youõre a plant they are solar 

generators that produce all your food (and as a by-

product all that lovely oxygen) but if youõre a leaf miner 

they are nothing but big green sandwiches providing 

both protection and a source of food.   In fact itõs such a 

successful way of living that several different taxa use it. 

Probably the most well known and most comprehen-

sively recorded of these are the Lepidoptera (butterflies 

and moths) but itõs also used by several groups of Cole-

optera (beetles) as well as Symphyta (sawflies) and of 

course the Diptera (flies). Why single out the Diptera? 

Because, of the above mentioned taxa they are probably 

the most substantially under-recorded and frankly I have 

a developing soft spot for them, particularly a group of 

Flies called the Agromyzidae.  

The adults are generally very small (usually 1 ð 6 mm) 

and are almost never seen despite many of them being 

bright yellow and black. They can only be identified 

through genital dissection (so what else is new?) but 

their mines are thankfully often diagnostic. Here are a 

just a few of the species I have found this year at Taf 

Fechan. 

Liriomyza taraxaci  as its name suggests is a miner of 

Dandelion. You could not wish for a more ubiquitous 

and easily found plant but strangely this miner had no 

records on Aderyn*. It now has two; the first was from 

my garden and the second from Taf Fechan.  

Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea) is perhaps less ubiqui-

tous a host but where it is found it is well worth looking 

for the distinctive long winding mines of Ophiomyia 

maura . Again there were no Aderyn records of this spe-

cies and upon contacting the recording scheme it 

turned out this may well be the first ever record of this 

species from Wales.  

Phytomyza solidaginis  is another Goldenrod miner but 

with a very different frass pattern; it produces connected 

chains situated to the edges of the corridor rather than 

isolated blobs.  Why evolution would produce such dif-

ferent patterns in what is a simple biological function is 

frankly a bit of a mystery to me. It does however beat its 

fellow Goldenrod miner tarsi -down with its number of 

records; it had a grand total of one. 

 

 

The long winding mine of Ophiomyia maura . The widely 

spaced large blobs of frass are diagnostic.      

Phytomyza solidaginis  

Liriomyza taraxaci  on Taraxicum officinale agg. The 

large holes are just leaf damage and nothing to do with 

the miner. 
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*Editor: For those who havenôt yet discovered Aderyn, it is 

a new online tool developed by Local Environmental Rec-

ords Centres (LERC) Wales. You can use Aderyn to view 

species distributions across Wales with the Distribution 

Maps Tool, or to see what species are found in a 1km 

square with the Whatôs in My Area Tool. 

http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/public/distribution
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/public/distribution
http://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/public/search
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Galiomyza violiphaga mines the leaves of Violets leaving large blotches often several on one leaf.  This is the on-

ly species on Violet that has this particular mine morphology making it fairly easy to identify. Aderyn held one oth-

er record for this species up in north Wales.    

This last example is more challenging to identify as 

there are two similar species with nearly identical and 

often morphologically overlapping mines but it demon-

strates the problems of under-recording.   Clematis 

vitalba  or Travellers Joy/Old Manõs Beard was SEW-

BReCõs species of the month for September,  itõs consid-

ered to be under-recorded with 2431 records  

(hopefully this number has gone up by now).   Its two 

Dipteran miners Phytomyza vitalbae  and Phytomyza 

fulgens  have 10 and 8 Aderyn records respectively, a 

massive discrepancy.   Taf Fechan only has one fairly 

isolated plant (already recorded) but I found a mine - 

which was confirmed as P. vitalbae by Barry Warring-

ton - fairly easily and Iõm still checking for P. fulgens  on 

a regular basis.   The fact that such a tiny Fly can find a 

single isolated host must mean itõs going to be com-

mon on most plants and have a widespread distribu-

tion? Without more records nobody really knows.     

I feel at this point I should mention that none of these 

species are considered to be particularly rare (or at least 

I donõt think so) they are just under recorded.  Yes I 

would like to think Taf Fechan is particularly diverse in 

its range of species and it may well be. I would also like 

to think that I am particularly skilled (or perhaps lucky) 

in discovering these species but the truth is Iõm just ac-

tively looking for them and very few other recorders are 

doing the same.      

If you would like to have a go at recording Agromyzids 

the vital starting point, as with identifying any leaf min-

er, is to know what plant it is feeding on.  Many are host 

species specific (monophagous) others not 

(polyphagous) but most keys will start with host plant.  

Other important diagnostic features include the shape 

of the mine and the pattern of frass (larval poo) in the 

mine.  A photo taken with light shining through the leaf 

(transmitted light) will show both features in the most 

detail.   Other information like whether the larva pu-

pates in the mine or vacates it is also helpful, as well as 

where on the leaf the larva exits.    

There is now an active Agromyzidae recording scheme.  

Please contact Barry Warrington at agromyzi-

daeRS@gmail.com  to register for the monthly newslet-

ter and for any help with identification. There are also a 

couple of very useful websites for leaf miners in general: 

leafmines.co.uk and ukflymines.co.uk. Each can be 

searched by plant genus. 

The blotch mines of Galiomyza violiphaga (above) and 

the same shown in transmitted light (below) showing the 

frass and the larval exit slit. 

Phytomyza vitalbae mining Clematis vitalba 
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mailto:agromyzidaeRS@gmail.com
mailto:agromyzidaeRS@gmail.com
http://www.leafmines.co.uk
http://www.ukflymines.co.uk
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Mary Does Centralia  

Annie Irving - Mary Gillham Archive Project Volunteer  

Fifty-nine years ago Mary Gillham was in Australia, officially employed as a lecturer 

in botany at the University of Melbourne but unofficially spending every spare mi-

nute exploring that countryõs vast open spaces. And, though Mary was a self-

proclaimed lover of islands, she did not hesitate to explore the dry and dusty Aus-

tralian outback. On 10 August 1958 she set off with three friends, Ady, Lorna and Prue, in a borrowed 

Volkswagen Combi they nicknamed Willie, for a one-month tour of central Australia.  

Remember, these were the days before GPS, sat-nav or mobile phones, and tarmac roads were few in the 

outback. Luckily for us, Mary kept her diaries and many of her photos from that very adventurous, often haz-

ardous trip so, to celebrate Mary and her daring exploits and to show a side of Mary that many may not have 

seen, weõve used that media to put together an interactive map of their journey. Now everyone can follow 

along with mad Mary and her crazy friends just by clicking on this link.   

 

Greenfield School 

Visit to Taff Bar-

goed Park  
 

Paul Virgin - Warden, Taff 

Bargoed Park  
 

The Greenfield school visits to the 

park activities program have been 

a great success. 10 children from 

the local area attended, taking part 

in exciting activities. 

Pond dipping took place at our 

small but purposely constructed pond near the reedbeds. This area really is teeming with life and the children 

encountered dragonfly nymphs, diving beetles and even newts. 

The mini beast hunts were also a great success with the children unfazed by even the creepiest of crawlies! 

The children became sleuths for the day, taking part in tracking down animals after Tracks, Trails & Signs ac-

tivity.   

 

S .Murphy K53 Teacher, Greenfield School commented : òBoth pupils and staff thoroughly enjoy our organ-

ised sessions to the park. The staffõs wealth of knowledge, approachable manner and special nature make our 

weekly visits extremely enjoyable for us all. We have learnt so much from the staff and built incredible relation-

ships with our fabulous pupils. The environmental activities the children have been taking part in have given 

them great understanding of the natural environment and the species within it.ó 
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1EUHteAEoFBb7piv2h4zYF15H-oQ&ll=-28.979791312735472%2C140.27230499999996&z=5
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nute exploring that countryõs vast open spaces. And, though Mary was a self-

proclaimed lover of islands, she did not hesitate to explore the dry and dusty Aus-

tralian outback. On 10 August 1958 she set off with three friends, Ady, Lorna and Prue, in a borrowed 

Volkswagen Combi they nicknamed Willie, for a one-month tour of central Australia.  

Remember, these were the days before GPS, sat-nav or mobile phones, and tarmac roads were few in the 

outback. Luckily for us, Mary kept her diaries and many of her photos from that very adventurous, often haz-

ardous trip so, to celebrate Mary and her daring exploits and to show a side of Mary that many may not have 

seen, weõve used that media to put together an interactive map of their journey. Now everyone can follow 

along with mad Mary and her crazy friends just by clicking on this link.   

10 August: Mary set off with friends Ady, 

Lorna & Prue in a VW van with 9gals water, 

8gals petrol, salami sausages & pineapple 

to see Australia 

11 August: Near Orange stopped to re-

pack and sort out un-necessaries to cut 

down weight. Willie Volkswagen wasn't 

pulling too well!  

13 August: Talked to 2 drovers with 3500 

merinos. Horse-drawn wagon piled with kit 

under tarpaulins. Did 3-4 miles a day if 

there was water 

18 August: Discovering Avon Downs cattle 

station, where Prue spent time talking to 

the women & children of some of the Abo-

riginal stockmen 

Interactive map of the trip  

20 August: 133 miles of saltbush plains, 

chatting to stock drovers & a camel with 

ôdisdain for miserable human race showing 

in every sinewõ 

30 August: Highlight of the trip: worldõs 

largest monolith Ayerõs Rock at dawn & 

tumbled monoliths of the Olgas at sunset  

3 September:  277mls towards Port Augus-

ta. Highlight: the welcome sparkle of the 

Sturt's Desert Pea, a highly sought-after 

prize among flower lovers 

6 September: Prue, Lorna, and Mary in the 

Grampian Mountains, western Victoria, on 

the last lap of desert trek 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1EUHteAEoFBb7piv2h4zYF15H-oQ&ll=-28.979791312735472%2C140.27230499999996&z=5
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The Knoll Woodland: An Unusual Natural Feature  

in Southern Gwent  

Colin Titcombe  

To the south-east of the old red sandstone ridge of Wentwood lies a low plain which is broken by a 

series of escarpments of varying alignments. These escarpments are formed by ridges of Carbonif-

erous limestone which protrude through the gently undulating, and more recent, Triassic deposits.  

The limestone ridges are mostly represented as folds, but occasionally as faults which, in some 

places, embellish these scarps with small cliffs. Because of their steep and rocky terrain most of 

these scarps are unsuitable for agricultural purposes and have been left as near-natural (coppiced) 

woodlands which typify this part of south -east Gwent. 

Their calcareous soil content bequeaths them a rich and varied flora which includes many rare spe-

cies. The limestone areas which are covered by pasture land are usually rather poor, agriculturally, 

with only a very shallow soil cover- the next best thing, botanically, to a karst landscape. Conse-

quently many of these pastures have never come under the plough and, nowadays, form small 

tracts of very rare ônatural pastureõ. Like the woodlands, these also form a habitat for rare plant spe-

cies, most notably orchids.  

Such is the importance of these sites that some of them in the Penhow area have been decreed 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). One of these is the ônatural pastureõ at the Brockwells Farm 

(Caldicot) and another is the bed of an old quarry known as Burness Castle (Rogiet).  

Between them the two sites can boast such species as the Green Winged Orchid  (Orchis morio), 

Autumn Ladies Tresses  (Spiranthes spiralis), Pyramidal Orchid  (Anacamptis pyramidalis), Shining 

Cranesbill  (Geranium lucidum) and Star of Bethlehem  (Ornithoglum umbellatum ) among many 

more.  

 

 

 

Isolated sites provide a home for much rarer species ð Mead-

ow Sage (Salvia pratensis) in a pasture near Rogiet, Mezerion  

(Daphne mezereum) in the Minnetts Woodland north of Rogiet, 

Cut-leaved Selfheal  (Prunella laciniata) at Common-y-Coed 

which lies to the north of Undy and which forms the most 

westerly site for this very specialist species, Purple Gromwell  

(Lithospermum purpurocaeruleum) near Carrow Hill ð possibly 

now extinct on this site, and the Hellebores  (Helleborus viridis 

and foetidus) at the Salisbury Wood and Cwm Wood. 

Just a short walk south of Penhow Castle, at the northerly ter-

mination of one of these limestone ridges, lies the unusual 

wooded hillock known as The Knoll (31/ 424 904). From the top 

of this vantage point much of this rich floral area may be seen.  

The knoll itself is unusual in that it is almost bereft of soil; the 

result of some sort of weathering or erosion process. The lime-

stone here is of the series known as the Lower Dolomite, and is 

the same as that worked on the opposite side of the main road (A48) at Penhow Quarries, alt-

hough a fault on the southern side introduces the lower limestone shale to the surface ð a more 

calcareous (limey) deposit. The surface of the knoll is virtually a scree deposit, littered with moder-

ate sized rocks of the Lower Dolomite. These contain pockets of calcite and the fossil remains of 

crinoids (Sea Lilies) in reasonable abundance. Application of a dilute hydrochloric acid on these 

rocks shows only a slight reaction indicating a reduced content of calcium carbonate ð the effects 

of dolomitisation.  

The tree cover on the knoll consists primarily of Ash (Fraxinus ex-

celsior) with a make-up assembly of Hazel (Corylus avellana), 

Wild Cherry  (Prunus avium), Blackthorn  (Crataegus monogyna), 

English Oak  (Quercus robur), Elder (Sambucus nigra), Holly  (Ilex 

aquifolium ), and Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) ð each and every one 

of them a native species to the region.  

As for mammals, grey squirrels and wood-mice are possibly the 

only resident species in this almost soil-free and undergrowth -

free little wood, but it also forms just a small part of a red foxõs 

home range. 

Birds include the typical woodland species of the general area ð 

woodpigeons, jays, carrion crows, magpies, the common thrushes, 

the common tits, woodland finches, great spotted woodpecker, 

green woodpecker, tree-creeper and goldcrest. P
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