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Birds of Prey in Gwent  

Colin Titcombe & Chris Hatch  

Information based on our own observations, and those of other recorders of our acquaintance, provide the following list of bi rds of 

prey (raptors) noted in Gwent during 2016. They were Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Goshawk, Sparrowhawk, Common Buz-

zard (henceforth referred to as Buzzard), Osprey, Kestrel, Hobby and Peregrine Falcon. 

Raptors seen and counted by myself (Colin Titcombe) during 2016 are 

shown in Table 1 [right]. Chris [Hatch] also made a count of Red Kites in 

the western part of Gwent, our collective sightings of this species amount-

ing to c. 20. 

Of the seven species in Table 1, the three most commonly seen were Gos-

hawk, Sparrowhawk and Buzzard. As far as the two Accipters are con-

cerned, the relatively large numbers seen reflect the area in which I live ð 

the Wye Valley. As far as the Buzzard is concerned, the high number of 

sightings reflects firstly the abundance of the species, secondly its large 

size, and thirdly the manner in which it behaves, by perching prominently 

and by soaring high in the sky. In the case of the Hobby, the low number 

seen is partly due to the lack of crepuscular walks being made. 

Over the course of a number of years now I have kept a record of the raptors seen in various 

parts of Gwent, and despite the essentially casual nature of the records (1972 ð 2015), they 

do nevertheless show a marked change in the fortunes of various species. For example, and 

most dramatically, the figures for the Kestrel shown in Table 2 (left). 

During 2016 my recording of raptors in Gwent ceased to be casual, an effort being made to 

see as many as I could by scanning the skies and landscapes, actively seeking out the birds. 

Despite this, my total tally of just 2 Kestrel sightings plus the consistently low numbers seen 

since 2004 shows a very sharp decline in this species. Reports from other observers show that 

Kestrel breeding in 2016 took place in at least three of the following areas: Undy (on the 

Caldicot Level) and the two sites in the coalfield. 

Areas in which the breeding of Buzzards was noted in 2016 were as follows: 

 

 

While the number of Kestrels has obviously fallen, the number of Red Kites has increased. Red Kites now breed over a wide area of 

Gwent and in 2016 we noted c.20, with the majority being present in the north and west of the old county, although they were also 

noted in the Wye Valley and on the Levels in the south of the area. 
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Welcome  to the sixteenth issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter. Despite the roller coaster weather weõve 

had so far this year, spring does seem to be settling in now. The lime trees outside the SEWBReC office have suddenly burst 

into leaf, and south Wales is busy with birds gathering nesting materials and invertebrates getting on with the important 

business of feeding and breeding. 

This issue of the newsletter really does showcase the amazing difference that volunteer recorders can make to wildlife con-

servation - from discovering new species to science (Christian Owen, page 14) to building a complete picture of rare plants in 

Wales (BSBI, page 8). The personal joys of recording are also evident, including the thrills of finding rare fungi (Mark Evans, 

page 4), the opportunities to develop taxonomy skills (Elaine Wright, page 19) and the quiet satisfaction of finding new spe-

cies in your local area (Annie Irving, page 12). There are also a multitude of opportunities to get involved in recording and 

conservation, from saving swifts (Alan Rosney, page 16) to helping build the national picture of Orthoptera (Bjorn Beckmann, 

page 7). There are also over a dozen SEWBReC events this year (page 22); I look forward to seeing many of you at some of 

these! 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter, I hope you all enjoy reading it.  

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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prey (raptors) noted in Gwent during 2016. They were Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Goshawk, Sparrowhawk, Common Buz-

zard (henceforth referred to as Buzzard), Osprey, Kestrel, Hobby and Peregrine Falcon. 

Raptors seen and counted by myself (Colin Titcombe) during 2016 are 

shown in Table 1 [right]. Chris [Hatch] also made a count of Red Kites in 

the western part of Gwent, our collective sightings of this species amount-

ing to c. 20. 

Of the seven species in Table 1, the three most commonly seen were Gos-

hawk, Sparrowhawk and Buzzard. As far as the two Accipters are con-

cerned, the relatively large numbers seen reflect the area in which I live ð 

the Wye Valley. As far as the Buzzard is concerned, the high number of 

sightings reflects firstly the abundance of the species, secondly its large 

size, and thirdly the manner in which it behaves, by perching prominently 

and by soaring high in the sky. In the case of the Hobby, the low number 

seen is partly due to the lack of crepuscular walks being made. 

Over the course of a number of years now I have kept a record of the raptors seen in various 

parts of Gwent, and despite the essentially casual nature of the records (1972 ð 2015), they 
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see as many as I could by scanning the skies and landscapes, actively seeking out the birds. 

Despite this, my total tally of just 2 Kestrel sightings plus the consistently low numbers seen 
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Kestrel breeding in 2016 took place in at least three of the following areas: Undy (on the 

Caldicot Level) and the two sites in the coalfield. 
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While the number of Kestrels has obviously fallen, the number of Red Kites has increased. Red Kites now breed over a wide area of 

Gwent and in 2016 we noted c.20, with the majority being present in the north and west of the old county, although they were also 

noted in the Wye Valley and on the Levels in the south of the area. 

Species No. of sightings  

Red Kite (Milvus milvus) 10 

Goshawk (Accipter gentilis) 17 

Sparrowhawk (Accipter nisus) 28 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 552 

Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 2 

Hobby (Falco subbuteo) 1 

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 11 

Year No. of  Kestrel Sightings  

1972 28 

1998 32 

2001 57 

2002 32 

2003 31 

2004 4 

2011 3 

2012 6 

2013 1 

2014 2 

2015 4 

2016 2 

Thicket Wood (ST4488)  

Hadnock Wood (SO5415) 

Lady Park Wood (SO5414) 

Wye Valley Woods (ST5398) 

Loysey Wood (SO4906) 

Llandogo (SO5204) 

Wye Valley Woods below Black Cliff (ST5398) 

Trellech Common (SO5106) 

Castle Farm, Penhow (ST4290) 

Llivynau Farm, Llantrisant (ST3995) 

Cefn Wood, Llantrisant (ST3996) 

Gaerllwyd (ST4596) 

Little Skirrid (SO3113) 

Bigsnap Wood (SO5305) 

Furnace area, Angiddy (SO5105) 

Noahõs Ark area, Undy (ST4486) 

TABLE 2 

TABLE 1 
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Having seen images of E. fimbriata on the web, I was pretty certain of its identity, but having posted the photos I had taken 

on the Glamorgan Fungus Groupõs Facebook page  www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/ , the identity was 

confirmed by Dr Brian Douglas and in a later visit to the site, with Emma Williams (Glamorgan Fungus Group), Dr Brian Doug-

las (Kew), Julian Woodman (Natural Resources Wales) and Nick Sharp (Natural Resources Wales), more of it was found on a 

willow nearby in the same wet wood. 

To be technical for a moment; Encoelia fimbriata is an ascomycete, the ascospores being produced in a sac-like structure 

called an ascus (plural: asci), the outer end (apex) of which is constricted with a narrow pore through which the ascospores are 

ejected. The asci are packed into the layer of tissue lining the inside of the individual cups, or apothecia, and are padded out  

with thin threadlike cells called paraphyses. The apothecia (cups) are arranged in a cluster, known as a fascicle and, as can be 

seen in the second photo (above right), the individual apothecia often develop and open independently of each other, rather 

than together, so that apothecia of all stages can be found in the same fascicle. 

The specific name indicates that the rim or lip of the apothecia are fimbriate or fringed, and in order to examine that and o th-

er microscopic features I took a small specimen consisting of a single apothecia and sectioned it rather inexpertly. In the re-

sulting image of a section of the apothecia wall (above left) can be seen the fringe of tiny hairs (around 0.10mm long). 

Counting up previous observations of Fringed Cup in Britain in the Fungal Records Database of Britain and Ireland, Aderyn 

(SEWBReC), the NBN Atlas, and CATE2 (database of the Fungal Conservation Trust), there appears to be just six records, four 

of which are in Wales. It appears that there is a single previous record in Glamorgan (VC41); this record is also in SN90 but 

requires verification. Since I found it at Llwydcoed, Emma Williams has also found it growing in association with Hymenochae-

topsis tabacina at a site near Llantrisant. 

Hymenochaetopsis tabacina, whilst not rare, is nevertheless far less common than H. corrugata, which is often found on Hazel. 

If you do happen upon it or already know of a site for it, it would certainly be worth checking its host willow for this dimi nu-

tive, but attractive fungus, which appears to be quite rare but may just be under -recorded -  and Hypocreopsis lichenoides too, 

of course. 

Many thanks to Dr Brian Douglas  (http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost -found-fungi-project) and Dave Slade (SEWBReC) 

for the above information on its status and Brian for his invaluable help with the technical aspects of this species and many 

editorial suggestions for this article.  

Encoelia fimbriata (Fringed Cup): a rarely recorded discomy-

cete fungus associated with willow glue (Hymenochaetopsis 

tabacina) Mark Evans 

On the 7th January this year, in my home village of Cwmbach in the Cynon Valley, I photographed one of my favourite 

fungi, Willow Glue Hymenochaetopsis (formerly Hymenochaete and Pseudochaete) tabacina (above left). This fantastic 

looking tobacco -brown crust fungus has distinctive curled up or wavy edges often extending beyond colonised twigs 

or branches and, as its name suggests, mainly grows on the dead twigs and branches of various willows. 

Although not considered rare, it isnõt too often found and is always a personal pleasure to see. 

A tiny bit about the ecology of the fungus; Willow Glue is a branch/twig trapping fungus, which appears to be a òfilter-

feederó as branches/twigs fall and are trapped. It can be locally abundant in wetter boggy areas. 

I posted the photos on the Glamorgan Fungus Group (GFG) Facebook page, to which Dr Brian Douglas and Mark Steer 

responded, urging me to look out for two rare fungi associated with H. tabacina: Encoelia fimbriata (Fringed Cup) and 

Hypocreopsis lichenoides (Willow Gloves). Needless to say, the following day I revisited the Hymenochaetopsis tabacina 

patch, but despite a careful search, I found nothing. 

At the time I was actively searching for an apparently rare, though probably overlooked, fungus called Marasmius hud-

sonii (Holly parachute, above right) which was the GFG species challenge of the month. In pursuit of this species I head-

ed up the valley to a site near Llwydcoed, which I knew to have lots of holly trees. Having duly found some of the fun-

gus, thus adding another 1km square to its distribution, I spent some time generally exploring the area.  

Walking a path through a bit of light woodland, I found myself looking down into an area of wet (very wet, as it turned 

out) woodland, dominated by alder and willow. I dropped down into what amounted to a wooded bog and began ex-

ploring. I soon found a willow which had Hymenochaetopsis tabacina on it, though not as striking as the one in 

Cwmbach. Remembering Brian and Markõs entreaties to search for the rare pair associated with this crust, I began scan-

ning the branches and almost immediately spot-

ted a few tiny hemispherical organisms on a low, 

dead branch, which also had H. tabacina on it. 

Getting closer, I was amazed to see that they were 

clusters of tiny, pale rimmed, brown cups and on 

even closer inspection, they revealed themselves 

to be one of the most bizarre looking fungi I had 

ever seen [right]. 

In appearance, they struck me as resembling 

something one might find in a rock pool, rather 

than on a dead willow, in a swamp.  I was sur-

prised by how small the clusters were, the largest 

being no larger than a 10p coin, while the individ-

ual cups were only a few millimetres across. 
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British records of Fringed Cup  

Wales 

¶ Radnoshire (VC43). Frank Lancaster: on willow, with Hymenochaetopsis tabacina and Hypocreopsis lichenoides. 

¶ Llandrindod Wells: different date to the above, so possibly a different site. 

¶ Glamorgan (VC41) SN90. Dare Valley Country Park. 25/10/2003. Teifion Davies (Via the Glamorgan Fungus Group). Note: This 

record requires verification. 

¶ Glamorgan (VC41) SN90. Near Llwydcoed. 07/01/2017. Mark Evans: on willow, with Hymenochaetopsis tabacina.  

¶ Glamorgan (VC41) ST08  Near Llantrisant. 05/04/2017. Emma Williams. On willow, with Hymenochaetopsis tabacina. 

England 

¶ Cumbria. Elterwater. Brian Douglas: By lake, on wet willow, with Hymenochaetopsis tabacina. 2016 

Scotland 

¶ Gordon Moss, Near Gordon, in the Scottish borders. Ron McBeath: On willow, with Hymenchaetopsis tabacina. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GlamorganFungusGroup/
http://fungi.myspecies.info/content/lost-found-fungi-project
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New national atlas of grasshoppers, crickets, earwigs and 

cockroaches: call for records!  
Bjorn Beckmann, Biological Records Centre  

Environmental changes are affecting many grasshoppers and 

crickets dramatically, with two new species establishing popula-

tions in Britain last year, others extending their existing ranges, 

and some showing concerning declines. The Grasshoppers and 

Related Insects Recording Scheme of Britain and Ireland 

(www.orthoptera.org.uk) has been mapping the distributions of 

these species for nearly 50 years and is working towards a new 

atlas. A big thank you to all who have sent in their observations 

already ð please continue to do so and spread the word. There is 

one more year to contribute sightings, up to the end of 2017, 

with publication of the new atlas in 2018.  

Free guides to common species are available for download at 

www.orthoptera.org.uk/node/1035 . The new mobile app iRecord 

Grasshoppers helps to identify species and their calls, and to log 

records on the go. The app has just had an exciting update giv-

ing it a "bat detector" function which can be useful for making 

quiet and high -pitched chirps easier to hear. It also allows mak-

ing sound recordings and attaching them to records to help con-

firm species identifications (currently Apple only, Android to fol-

low shortly). You can also enter records online via iRecord 

(www.brc.ac.uk/irecord) or the recording scheme website 

(www.orthoptera.org.uk/survey - which feeds into iRecord), or 

send them by email or post (contact details below).  

[Editor: You can also send your records to SEWBReC via the usual 

channels, these will be passed onto the recording scheme.] 

The recording scheme newsletters (www.orthoptera.org.uk/newsletters ) illustrate some of the key findings each year. 

The Scheme is on Twitter as @GrasshopperSpot and there is a Facebook group UK Orthoptera - Grasshoppers, Crickets 

& Allied Insects. Identification courses for 2017 will be listed at www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/grasshopper -and-

cricket-identification -courses-2017 as they are announced - please email Bjorn if you know of any additional ones 

(orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk). 

Bjorn Beckmann and Peter Sutton, Biological Records Centre, Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Wallingford, OX10 8BB. 

Email: orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk  

Telephone: 01491 692564  

 

Merthyr Tydfil Bug Hotel Upgrade  

Paul Virgin, Taf Bargoed Park Warden  

Volunteers from Merthyr Tydfil Institute for the Blindõs LEAP project, plus local volunteer Danial Lewis, came to Taf Bar-

goed Park to help carry out refurbishments to the parkõs bug hotel. The group worked with enthusiasm and humour 

throughout the day, installing new habitat opportunities in the bug hotel, known as Bugingham Palace.   

During the construction the group had the pleasure of working alongside a couple of Common Lizards Lacerta vivipara 

which decided to make an appearance, much to the delight of all the volunteers. The lizards proved to be so remarka-

bly tame that they didnõt mind being handled by some of the volunteers. This contributed to even more enjoyable 

memories of the dayõs project for the volunteers. Everyone enjoyed themselves so much that they promised to return 

later in the year to plant young trees on the park as part of our many ongoing conservation projects here at Taf Bar-

goed Park.  

òThe LEAP team enjoyed the whole exercise, from planning to preparation and finally building, they worked really hard. 

We saw and handled many small lizards that came out to bask in the sun and seemed really interested in what we were 

doing. The group continues to learn about respecting nature and environmental issues through these projects as well as 

being more physically active. The relationship we have built with Taff Bargoed continues to develop into a positive healthy 

outdoor experience for our disabled clients.ó  Sheila Ebeling, Employment and Training M.T.I.B.      
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Changes afoot!  

Sheila Spence, Gwent Fungus Group  

As many of you will know, I stood down as Chairman and Secretary of Gwent Fungus Group a few years ago now, the 

position of Group Leader being taken on by Dr Roger Evans whilst Veronica Beynon took on the job of Secretary. I con-

tinued to be the Recorder but am now finding that my eyesight is waning and I struggle to focus on the detailed work 

involved in recording both thoroughly and correctly.  

So, the time has come for me to pass this job on too and yet again Roger has stepped into the breach and agreed to 

take on the job of Recorder, at least for the time being. The present group was formed back in 2004 and is still going 

strong thanks to several membersõ efforts and enthusiasm. The group is affiliated to both the British Mycological Socie-

ty to whom it sends its records, which are also sent to the Fungus Conservation Trust via their database CATE2, as well 

as being sent to SEWBReC of course! 

I would like to thank everyone who has sent me their fungus records during my time as Recorder, both Gwent Fungus 

Group members and non-members who kindly send in their records too.  

For further information about the group please contact either Roger Evans on roger.evans@mypostoffice.co.uk or Ve-

ronica Beynon on vbeynon@yahoo.co.uk. 

http://www.orthoptera.org.uk
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/node/1035
http://www.brc.ac.uk/article/irecord-grasshoppers-mobile-app
http://www.brc.ac.uk/article/irecord-grasshoppers-mobile-app
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/survey
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/submit-a-record-sewbrecord.page
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/newsletters
https://twitter.com/GrasshopperSpot
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1638188166466726
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/grasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2017
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/grasshopper-and-cricket-identification-courses-2017
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
mailto:orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk
mailto:roger.evans@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:vbeynon@yahoo.co.uk
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records on the go. The app has just had an exciting update giv-

ing it a "bat detector" function which can be useful for making 

quiet and high -pitched chirps easier to hear. It also allows mak-

ing sound recordings and attaching them to records to help con-

firm species identifications (currently Apple only, Android to fol-

low shortly). You can also enter records online via iRecord 

(www.brc.ac.uk/irecord) or the recording scheme website 

(www.orthoptera.org.uk/survey - which feeds into iRecord), or 

send them by email or post (contact details below).  

[Editor: You can also send your records to SEWBReC via the usual 

channels, these will be passed onto the recording scheme.] 

The recording scheme newsletters (www.orthoptera.org.uk/newsletters ) illustrate some of the key findings each year. 

The Scheme is on Twitter as @GrasshopperSpot and there is a Facebook group UK Orthoptera - Grasshoppers, Crickets 

& Allied Insects. Identification courses for 2017 will be listed at www.orthoptera.org.uk/content/grasshopper -and-

cricket-identification -courses-2017 as they are announced - please email Bjorn if you know of any additional ones 

(orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk). 

Bjorn Beckmann and Peter Sutton, Biological Records Centre, Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, Wallingford, OX10 8BB. 

Email: orthoptera@ceh.ac.uk  

Telephone: 01491 692564  
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Cosmeston Lakes Wildlife Recording Group  

A new wildlife recording group is starting at Comeston Lakes Country Park in the Vale of Glamorgan. If you are inter-

ested in wildlife and conservation, joining the group will give you the opportunity to get outdoors and enjoy nature, 

learn new skills and make new friends  

You can join the group for their first outing on the 13th May at 11:00am for a walk around the park, to find out what 

diverse fauna and flora needs recording at Cosmeston. Refreshments provided. 
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A World First: Botanical òDoomsday Bookó completed 

for Wales  

Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI)  
Wales has become the first country in the world to have a complete record of its rare flowering plants and ferns. The project, 

which started almost 40 years ago, has painstakingly compiled a county-by-county register of every single rare plant in the 

country.  

No such detailed account of a nationõs flora exists in any other country in the world.  

The project was started by the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) and had been supported by Natural Resources 

Wales (NRW) and its predecessor bodies.  

Dr Polly Spencer-Vellacott, BSBI Welsh Officer, said: "Wales came up with the idea of County Rare Plant Registers in Cardi-

ganshire in 1978, and it has now spread to all parts of Britain and Ireland. But this is the first time that any country has achieved 

this kind of complete coverage and itõs wonderful that volunteers across Wales have done all this work.ó  

People working in plant conservation can now identify sites for rare plants in all the counties in Wales.  

The register confirms that Wales has an extraordinary diversity of natural features. It shows that itõs possible, in plant terms, to 

walk from the Mediterranean to the Arctic - from golden samphire at Newborough on Anglesey to purple saxifrage on the Car-

neddau mountains in Snowdonia.  

Over the years the register has progressed from hand-written lists through typescripts and spreadsheets to databases on home 

computers to, finally, a web-based picture of the rare plants for the whole of Wales.  During this time, the work of BSBI volun-

teers has been supported by grants and staff support from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) and its predecessor organisations.  

Emyr Roberts, Chief Executive of Natural Resources Wales, said: òNRW is proud to support such a monumental project. Over the 

years, we have provided funding for BSBI to continue this important work. While many of these rare plants are in decline, every 

single species plays an important role in the fabric of our natural environment - they are an important part of our environment, 

our identity and our economy. It is vital that we work to protect our wildlife and halt these declines. The register gives us compre-

hensive and accurate evidence, which in turn means that NRW can provide the best possible advice on rare plants and the issues 

that could affect them.ó  

Dr John Faulkner, BSBI President, said: "Completing the full set of county Rare Plant Registers for Wales is an important land-

mark. No other country has such a complete assessment of the state of its wild flowers. The authors and contributors are to be 

congratulated on this magnificent achievement.ó  

The county Rare Plant Registers are online and can be viewed at http://bsbi.org/rare -plant -registers . 

Locally, the Gwent and Glamorgan Rare Plant Registers are currently both being updated, and the 2017 versions will be online 

shortly. In the meantime you can contact the relevant Vice County Recorder (contact details on BSBI website) for updated in-

formation.  

You can also watch Dr Polly Spencer-Vellacott, BSBI Welsh Officer, speaking about the project on S4C (English subtitles availa-

ble): http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p04ycbzv/heno -tue-11-apr-2017 (relevant discussion begins at 11 minutes in). 

 

In praise of Ivy  

Graham Watkeys, Taf Fechan Volunteer Warden  
On my recent wanderings around both Taf Fechan and other local areas 

Iõve noticed several mature Ivy plants that have had their stems deliber-

ately severed. Ivy is such an important plant for the biodiversity of our 

woodlands removing mature plants could have a noticeable and real det-

rimental effect. It may look like Ivy is strangling or damaging trees but it 

isnõt; healthy trees will suffer no ill effects from carrying Ivy. It only be-

comes an issue on old or dying trees when it can act as a òsailó catching 

the wind, possibly causing the tree to fall, although even this will only 

cause problems if these trees are in an area where people or property 

might be put at risk.  

Ivy has two major benefits for wildlife: it provides both somewhere to live 

and something to eat. Firstly somewhere to live; mature Ivyõs dense ever-

green canopy and climbing habit provides structural diversity, a complex mesh of tangled stems provides excellent nesting 

opportunities for birds, and for bats it provides somewhere to wait out the day. Arguably this plant becomes even more im-

portant over winter as it provides safe places to hibernate; Comma, Brimstone, Red Admiral, and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies 

all use Ivy, as well as a whole range of other insects including hoverflies, moths and ladybirds. 

Ivy flowers late in the year; in fact itõs often the last source of nectar before the long dark and cold of winter. If you want to find 

high densities and diversity of insects in late summer and well into autumn, look for flowering Ivy; over just a few hours in  mid-

October last year I recorded 16 species of hoverfly feeding on Ivy, plus several other species of flies, butterflies, bees, bugs and 

wasps. Itõs so intensely attractive you can often hear the hum and drone of insects from several metres away, and this attrac-

tion continues into the night as many moths also feed on Ivy. After it finishes flowering it still provides food for birds in  the 

form of berries, these often last longer into the winter than other food sources, providing a stopgap when things get tough.    

Ivy is such an important plant, it in no way deserves the bad reputation it has, and its unwarranted persecution threatens to 

make our woodlands less biodiverse places. 

 

 

Living Valleys Surveying Season 2017  
Chris Reed (Gwent Wildlife Trust)  
In the Living Valleys living landscape, Gwent Wildlife Trust run extensive surveying and monitoring on our nature reserves and 

local wildlife hotspots across Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen. We run 

butterfly transects (three), grassland surveys, bee transects, bird 

nest box rounds and more. 

We are looking for volunteers to assist us in completing these sur-

veys ð particularly on the bird nest box rounds ( Ed: see page 17). 

We can provide training and we run courses throughout the year to 

help develop the knowledge and confidence of our volunteers. All 

abilities are welcome; all that is required is a willingness to learn 

and enthusiasm for wildlife. 

For more information please contact Living Valleys Reserves Assis-

tant Chris Reed at creed@gwentwilldife.org.  
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In praise of Ivy  

Graham Watkeys, Taf Fechan Volunteer Warden  
On my recent wanderings around both Taf Fechan and other local areas 

Iõve noticed several mature Ivy plants that have had their stems deliber-

ately severed. Ivy is such an important plant for the biodiversity of our 

woodlands removing mature plants could have a noticeable and real det-

rimental effect. It may look like Ivy is strangling or damaging trees but it 

isnõt; healthy trees will suffer no ill effects from carrying Ivy. It only be-

comes an issue on old or dying trees when it can act as a òsailó catching 

the wind, possibly causing the tree to fall, although even this will only 

cause problems if these trees are in an area where people or property 

might be put at risk.  

Ivy has two major benefits for wildlife: it provides both somewhere to live 

and something to eat. Firstly somewhere to live; mature Ivyõs dense ever-

green canopy and climbing habit provides structural diversity, a complex mesh of tangled stems provides excellent nesting 

opportunities for birds, and for bats it provides somewhere to wait out the day. Arguably this plant becomes even more im-

portant over winter as it provides safe places to hibernate; Comma, Brimstone, Red Admiral, and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies 

all use Ivy, as well as a whole range of other insects including hoverflies, moths and ladybirds. 

Ivy flowers late in the year; in fact itõs often the last source of nectar before the long dark and cold of winter. If you want to find 

high densities and diversity of insects in late summer and well into autumn, look for flowering Ivy; over just a few hours in  mid-

October last year I recorded 16 species of hoverfly feeding on Ivy, plus several other species of flies, butterflies, bees, bugs and 

wasps. Itõs so intensely attractive you can often hear the hum and drone of insects from several metres away, and this attrac-

tion continues into the night as many moths also feed on Ivy. After it finishes flowering it still provides food for birds in  the 

form of berries, these often last longer into the winter than other food sources, providing a stopgap when things get tough.    

Ivy is such an important plant, it in no way deserves the bad reputation it has, and its unwarranted persecution threatens to 

make our woodlands less biodiverse places. 

 
Red Admiral feeding on Ivy at Taf Fechan in late October 

The Ivy Bee (Colletes hederae): a recent arrival to the UK  
and an Ivy specialist found in my local cemetery.  

Mature flowering Ivy at Taf Fechan 

 

Living Valleys Surveying Season 2017  
Chris Reed (Gwent Wildlife Trust)  
In the Living Valleys living landscape, Gwent Wildlife Trust run extensive surveying and monitoring on our nature reserves and 

local wildlife hotspots across Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen. We run 

butterfly transects (three), grassland surveys, bee transects, bird 

nest box rounds and more. 

We are looking for volunteers to assist us in completing these sur-

veys ð particularly on the bird nest box rounds ( Ed: see page 17). 

We can provide training and we run courses throughout the year to 

help develop the knowledge and confidence of our volunteers. All 

abilities are welcome; all that is required is a willingness to learn 

and enthusiasm for wildlife. 

For more information please contact Living Valleys Reserves Assis-

tant Chris Reed at creed@gwentwilldife.org.  
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Project Progress Update  

We have passed the halfway point in the Project and the volunteer team continues to be as committed and hardwork-

ing as ever. We have now entered over 90,000 records and transcribed 10,000 of Maryõs slides and we have a number 

of exciting things in the pipeline to do with a website and exhibition which we can tell you about next issue! Sadly Nat 

is in the final few months of her placement with us (see overleaf); she has been a wonderful member of the team and 

weõll be sad to say goodbye. However we are happy to announce that we will be taking on another placement student, 

Cathie, who will be starting in September. 

We always have tasks for volunteers, and would not be able to complete the project without the sterling work of our 

excellent volunteer team. If you would be interested in volunteering for the project, or would like more information, 

please contact Al Reeve (alan.reeve@sewbrec.org.uk, 07961 516 587). 

You can find the project team on Twitter (@GillhamArchive), Facebook (www.facebook.com/MaryGillhamArchive), Flickr 

(Dr Mary Gillham Archive Project) and Instagram (@marygillhamarchiveproject). 

 

On the origin of theses...  

Al Reeve, Project Officer - Mary Gillham Archive Project  

By working with Mary Gillhamõs archive it has taken on some of the characteristics of a 

giant planet whose irresistible gravitational pull seems to be pulling other parts of her 

archive off from shelves and out from filing cabinets and into our office.  

Over the past few months weõve collected Maryõs shell collection from the Extramural 

Department at Cardiff University, four more files of notes (including remnant mouse 

nest) from a filing cabinet in Merthyr, copies of her books and reports, 15,000 more 

slides plus notes from her god-

daughter and her PhD thesis from the Wildlife Trust of South 

and West Wales. 

For her PhD, Mary studied the vegetation of the South Pem-

brokeshire islands Skokholm, Skomer, Grassholm and Mid-

dleholm. Between 1948 and 1953 Mary spent many months 

on the islands recording the vegetation and investigating 

the effects of substrate, environmental conditions, grazing 

and birds on the observed differences. Using quadrats, tran-

sects and exclusion pens, Mary mapped the species found 

on each island and attempted to explain the impact each 

factor had on the flora present.  

The facilities on Skokholm are delightfully rudimentary to-

day, but in the late 1940s when Mary first started to work on 

the island, there were not the solar powered lights, refrigerators or hot, running water found there today. Mary and 

other female inhabitants would have to carry their washing water up a ships ladder to the ôAngel Loftõ - the room 

above the common room where women were quartered - while the men would periodically have to move their beds 

in the Bunk House, depending on where the leaks were dripping from that particular evening.  

Despite their remoteness there was an active set of students, researchers and conservationists spending time on the 

islands whose worked overlapped, informing each otherõs research. This may have been the origin of Maryõs 

ôlandscape-wideõ approach to nature which incorporated geology, chemistry and fauna into her assessment and de-

scription of habitats. Indeed, Mary quotes Peter Conder (Skokholm Warden during the 1940s and 50s) as saying òIf it 

is on the island, we are interested: be it rocks, weeds or insectsó. 

The camaraderie forged by the ad-

venturous souls who worked on the 

islands, combined with a sense of 

space and wilderness, resulted in a 

lifelong affection for islands. And 

this affection, founded on the inter-

actions between birds, mammals 

and plants, set Mary on the path of 

her international endeavours to the 

islands of the Bass Straight, the 

Langebaarn Islands, South Africa, the 

Aldabra atolls and, of course, Mac-

quarie Island in the Subantarctic. 

Great scientists from tiny islands 

grow. 

 

 

 

 

A bootful of archive additions Photo É Al Reeve 

Island inhabitants Photo É Mary Gillham Archive Project 
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