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Welcome to the fifteenth issue of the Gwent-G | amorgan Recordersd Newsl etter. It ds

tumn. The lime trees outside the SEWBReC office are looking stunning in their new colours, fungi are popping up everywhere
(including in pots on my desk), and records of winter visitors are starting to arrive. Now that the clocks have gone back and
the evenings are drawing in, what better time to put the kettle on and sit down to read what the recorders of Gwent and Gla-
morgan have been getting up to.

ltds another big issue, and wedve got a great selectiven of
winter birds (p6); rare bees (p4); stunning plants (p10); lost species of fungi (p12); and much more besides. Gail Austen athe

Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology explains the findings of a fascinating new piece of research with implications

for biological recording (p5), whilst Jim Davies and Rob Thomas talk us through a newly developed system for scoring
changes in |l andscape and habitat quality. Thereos | otsofof n
the Mary Gillham Archive Project (pl16), and of course a cha

A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to what | think is a fantastic issue. Enjoy!

Amy Hicks, SEWBReC (Editor)
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New Species for Wales and the UK

Amy Hicks, Biodiversity Information Officer, SEWBReC

2016 has seen many records submitted to SEWBReC of species which are new to the LERC Wales Database. There have even been
two species confirmed to be new to the UK, including a bearded vulture (yes, vulture), Gypaetus barbatus filmed by Dale Kedward
whilst walking his dog near the Severn Crossing in Monmouthsire! You can read more about this, and see the footage, at:http://_
www.southwalesargus.co.uk/news/14498921.Rare_Bearded_vulture_spotted_in_Gwent/

Excepting vultures, the majority of the confirmed new species have been invertebrates, highlights of which include:

Adelphocoris quadripunctatus  (photo top left) This true bug, found and photographed by Chris Lawrence near Llantrisant, was the
first of its kind to be recorded in Britain! Subsequently, Liam Olds of Coal Spoil Biodiversity Initiative has identified specimens of A.
quadripunctatus within his 2015 coal tip invertebrate samples, and the species has now also been recorded at several other locations
across south Wales.

£yginelfaguiclra gphotp fop righ)g Thios f leeed f hiojpkpee rAwas spotted and photographed |
very own volunteer, Annie Irving, and later identified as a new species for Wales by national expert, Alan Stewart. You cangad more
on Anni e Ohgps:/ledrtistarblo@wortdpress.com/2016/09/27/first_-recorded-sighting -in-wales/

Gelis melanocephalus (photo bottom left)  Also new to Wales, this wingless ichneumon was found in Hailey Park, Cardiff (and pho-
tographed) by Stewart Bevan. The identification was then confirmed by Gavin Broad of the Natural History Museum.

tsachaius sefugnsi (Rhasobottomrighy r e keaf mineswo§thisgvgeviliwere sgogtes! By (George Torgoff i Bute PatkgCGardip ors e ¢ r
der to identify them, he then reared the tiny larvae inside to adults (as photographed), and had the species confirmed as yet another

new one for Wales by expert, Adrian Fowles. Ymp/ can read Georg
eastglamwildlife.blogspot.co.uk/2016/09/a -weevil-new-for-wales.html

New spetie®tx ticeiarkea are glwayps exaifing for issat SEVBB&ReC, but they lalso daisensgme imipogtanti questions @ clinateehaggpor o g r e
areother fadtocs faffecting the distributiomof theselspeaes?Wlavé theg beén diereriongerpghantwe thomght arsl Eirplyy BomeCunno-

ticed? And why do new insect species seem to turn up so often in Cardiff?! We may currently only be able to guess, but certanly

without biological recording, questions such as these could rarely be answered, if indeed they could even be asked to begin with.

After all, without the efforts of recorders in south east Wales we would have no idea the above species were even here at all
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The Shrill Carder Bee is
spreading its wings and
Increasing its range across

Newport
Elinor Meloy
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The Shrill Carder BeeBombus sylvarum,until recently was only
found in five locations in England and Wales, with the Gwent
Levels being one of the last remaining population strongholds.
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B.sylvarumi s one of the UKO®s rarest
species due to its exponential decline in the last century. It
wasnot unt iBl synaa@r Bas firdt @entified at the
Gwent levels, and as a result there has been a major change in
monitoring and management in this area.
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These changes in management efforts, and increase in moni-
toring efforts, are starting to pay off with this summer alone
seeing B. sylvarumrecorded for the first time at a site in Ebbw
Vale [see article below!] and now at the Moorings in Newport.
This is excellent news for this species and shows that the in-
crease in management, conservation, and monitoring efforts
are working.
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The future for the Shrill is starting to look brighter; with the
constant narrative of Britaind
to see that one of the UKO6s mo
ture prospects are not as bleak as we once thought.
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Shrill Carder Thrill: Rare Bee Ventures North

Liz Winstanley, Living Valleys Assistant Reserves Officer , Gwent Wildlife Trust

As a result of the Bumbl ebee Conservation Trustds Bumbl e
staff at Ebbw Vale has reached new heights. One of the outcomes from this is that we have set up Bee Walks at several
of our nature reserves, including our new nature reserve Central Valley.

Central Valley, once the site of the world famous Ebbw Vale Steelworks is now rich with wildlife offering a range of
habitats including; neutral grassland, ponds reed beds, scrubby banks and young trees.

Brimming with enthusiasm, new knowledge and assisted by our French trainee Candice and our trainee ecologist Phoe-
be, we ventured into this wildlife haven on our first Bee Walk. Our knowledge was soon tested as we spotted a most
unusual bee that looked very much like a Shrill Carder. Although we were sure it was one, we doubted ourselves due to
the Shril |l Ca r-didach doss nst neach &s far north @eEbbw vale, and as we did not manage to capture it
on camera we were left with no record.

Bee expert, Sinead Lynch of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust joined us later in the summer and although she was
sensibly sceptical about our suspected sighting of the Shrill Carder Bee (due to the fact that they are very rare and
there are only a few populations throughout Britain fi the nearest being the Gwent levels some 20 miles away), she was
still very optimistic that there was a small chance the record was correct.

To her great delight we spotted and photographed a Shrill Carder Bee. This could be a one off record (two if you in-
clude the queen seen earlier in the season) but we will definitely be stepping up our search for the Shrill Carder Bee
next year, and hope to be sending news about the most northerly population of Shrill Carders in 2017!

If anyone is interested in getting involved in GWT bee surveys next season, please contact our Ebbw Vale Office
on 01495307525 or email Liz on ewinstanley@gwentwildlife.org
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Species identification by experts and non -experts:
comparing images from field guides

Gail Austen, Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE), University of Kent

Unlike many wildlife enthusiasts, my passion for local flora and fauna began in my thirties. | was in the third year of a degree. Even at
that age | was amazed at the abilities of the army of local recorders. Imagine just looking at a small insect and being ableto name it!
As a novice, even though Irecogniseds o met hi ng | coul dndt necessarily name the spec
hel pful, but | wasndét necessarily confident in identifying and

A similar process of matching unknowns with photos happens daily, but with people and security situations such at airports. Studies

of face recognition have found that despite being good at recognising familiar faces, we are terrible at recognising unfamili ar faces.

Wig he gy P&hesSom ¢@" hdlalr%n £&8 Bno%% 9EKEht ! Witl &I f I errymidue not
and work pass) as the same person. Interestingly, when these abilities were tested in an airport, the experience and trainingf the

passport officers had no influence on their accuracy in identifying people from their photo id. This is not a unique situatio n, and is
exemplified by the recent rise of ©O6super recognisersd, so coul

lésingg"r}aggsefrpnw%o lid?ptgicat'ion,sguidﬁsovxoyw diﬁeire%t iHustqurstV\ﬁ te%g trllisdh[sory ]usigg a(yiﬁuafl r@a};ct]ing]tﬁsk. gwo pug]-n ge
blebees were presented side by side, on a white background from a dorsal view. Participants were asked if they believed themo be

the same or different species; 6dondt knowd was al so an towerti on
all accuracy in identifying whether pairs were the same or different species was between 54% and 57% for all expertise groupsbut

that experts were more consistent, and more cautious about committing to an answer if unsure. These were interesting resultsthat

fit with similar studies in other disciplines, and show variation between species and inter-observer accuracy. Although an initial

study, it would be of great interest to see this tested in other scenarios, for example across different taxa, mimics and with specimen
collections.

These results may not be a surprise to those involved in recording. | have heard many comments noting that images have limita-
tions, whereas in practice there is much more information to be had by seeing something in-situ or examining a specimen. However,
with an increase of images being collected by digital means, misidentification errors should be considered when using data to make
decisions, such as management plans or policy.

On a final note, while the subject of expertise is a discipline in its own right, it is worth remembering that it changes wit h new find-
ings and is subject specific. These findings do not detract from the vast knowledge that experts have regarding distributions, inter-
actions and the ecological significance of particular species. As with the examples in face recognition studies, the more weinvesti-
gate variations on this theme, we may find that the skill is in the image matching ability rather than the subject of the ima ge itself.

The full paper is open access and available at:  http://www.nature.com/articles/srep33634
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Woodcock and Snipe in Winter

Colin Titcombe

The birds | refer to above are the Eurasian Woodcock §colopax
rusticola) and the Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago), two Brit-
ish waders which are closely related and similar in being crypti-
cally coloured to blend in with brown -hued vegetation. As in
many other resident British birds their numbers are augmented
during the autumn and winter by migrants from the colder parts
of the continent, so making their populations seem higher than
they are.

During this time (referred to he
inhabit the same sort of terrain as they do during the breeding period but, in addition, they can also be found regularly
in perfectly dry habitat, as | ong -lmsed hwae g dtypddlytBeatkéni ncl ud
(Pteridium aquilinum).

3
One such habitat is to be found, up to the present time at least, on Grey Hill in south-east Gwent (centred at ST/434 %
936). In 1880 a local man (William Till of Great House Farm, Caerwent) made an entry in his diary for the® December ((C%
of that year. This describes how he and a companion took their guns up onto Grey Hill in order to look for snipe. s
Obviously they had expected to find Snipe there and indeed, flushed seven or eight on the day. 5

3
On the 9" February 1978 | flushed a snipe on Grey Hill myself. My diary for the day records: 8
aOn a walk over Grey Hill today | flushed a Common Snipe at 11.40am from dry brackewovered ground. On my way
back (at 1.20pm) | flushed a Common Snipe again, possibl

Recalling previous encounters with Woodcock in this habitat | consulted my diaries again and found that a Woodcock
had been flushed from Bracken on the slopes of the -Sugar
covered slope above Canal Cottage near Llanfoist (3rd Mar 2002). | now decided to investigate further.

On the 2" December 2015 Chris Hatch
and | visited Grey Hill specifically to
search for Woodcock and Common
Snipe. By walking transects through the
Bracken-covered areas of the south-
facing slope (see photograph we put up
a Woodcock and 4 Common Snipe. On
this occation the Woodcock was flushed
at just one yard distance, suggesting
that some birds could well sit tight, un-
less almost trodden on. This suggests
that, potentially, there could be consid-
erably more birds here than our endeav-

ours revealed.
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Mol l usc Madness: slugs and snai

Living Landscapes

Imogen Cavadino, The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) Natural Talent Trainee: Non  -Marine Molluscs

When we talk about wildlife and biodiversity, itds ve
the less immediately appealing species? Surely they too have value? Over the past 30 years, the slug and snail

fauna in Britain & Ireland has seen some major changes. Research for a new FSC guide to the Slugs of Britain and
Ireland increased the known slug fauna by about 20% in 2014! Some of these were species thought to have been

here a long time and simply overlooked, others are relatively recent introductions that have established them-

selves in Britain and are becoming more widespread. This is why biological recording is so importantd so we can

track the changes in the British fauna. Often slugs and snails have a bad reputation, but in reality they are an im-
portant part of nature. They play significant roles in food webs, act as detrivores, breaking down unwanted mate-

rial, and have been shown to play key roles in shaping wild plant communities with their grazing preferences.

Many species also act as excellent indicators of habitat quality and suitability. Which is where | come in.

Il dm a TCV O6Natur al Talentd trainee, one of five train
| 8dm working with Ben Rowson, senior curator of moll us
become an expert in identifyingnon-mar i ne mol l uscs: thatdés slugs, freshw
| dm working towards this by studying the molluscs at
each of GWT6s Living Landscape areas: Usk to Wye, Gwe

é. Continued on P



6LIi ving LandscappuwelngupUs k
snails at Pentwyn and Wyeswood

In this area | 6m | ooking at
Farm and Wyeswood Common. Each site has obvi-
ously different flora; Pentwyn Farm consisting of
beautiful traditionally managed flower -rich hay
meadows, while Wyeswood Common is former
modern agricultural land. 40 years of intense agricul-
ture at Wyeswood Common had resulted in little
wildlife or plant diversity, which GWT have gradually
been reversing since purchasing the site in 2008.
This ambitious project to restore the meadows and
make them more wildflower rich is a process that
could take over 100 years to fully achieve! | was keen
to compare the sites with each other so we could see where they are now and what Wyeswood Common could
aspire to if Pentwyn proves more diverse with mollusc species as suspected.

o1loyd
o1loyd

To do this | looked at the diversity and abundance of grassland slugs and snails using a suction sampler. This

may be the first time it has been used to look exclusively at molluscs. We came up with a survey design of timed 20
samples from each meadow. Sampling took place in early July before the fields were mown, as this could poten- - =
tially affect our results. Shorter grass means it would be drier, causing slugs and snails to squeeze down into the o
earth more to avoid drying out, making them harder to suck up. It also meant that snails could possibly be pre- -
dated by birds more easily. The suction sampler worked amazingly well at sucking up all the tiny snails that mE
would normally take a long time to find searching by hand. It also successfully sucked up slugs, which are gener- » o
ally bigger and stickier than snails. On one of our?ss
Laura Parry, who proved a dab hand at wielding the suction sampler. = i
Now that sampling is complete at these reserves, I 5:\26
found. One of my favourites so far is the common whorl snail (Vertigo pygmaea), a widespread species in grass- ®
land that matures at 1.762 . 2mm. |1 6m currently working on the datacsf
some interesting differences! These are not only between the two sites, but appear to be between different fields =
as well, possibly reflecting the different types ofeem
early to say whether these results are definitive or significant, but watch this space. =
-
=
- @
O0Living Landscaped: ég/ve
molluscs of Magor Marsh & Great °°
Traston Meadows N
On the gorgeous Gwent Levels our focus has been w «
more on the aquatic mollusc species: freshwater =» 3
snails and bival ves. Het e
of management of the vegetation on the ditch o
sides on the abundance and presence of mollusc "
species found within them. In practical terms, this w
meant taking samples from ditches throughout o
the sites using a hand net, taking material from a <
mix of shaded and unshaded ditches. Sampling took place at both sites during May, with a combined total of 58 E

ditches sampled, as well as 9 full grips (shallow drainage channels in fields). This amount of material should give
a really complete species list of freshwater molluscs found at each site and hopefully show some interesting find-
ings.

/
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In mid-July we took on the challenge of sampling the pond at Magor for molluscs. Thanks to the loan of a boat,
some makeshift equipment and a sediment core sampler loitering in the museum, we managed to collect some

more material to | ook through. Unfortunately, despite
any evidence of large freshwater mussels. However, we got some interesting results looking sediment cores.

These are fascinating as if old shells are present in
pond may have changed over time. The material from bo

already found some interesting species and look forward to sharing the full findings soon!

6Li ving Landscap6&iéving Li Vi
for snails at Silent Valley

At the edge of the Ebbw Valley lies the beautiful

Silent Valley reserve, home to the highest Beech

woodland in Britain. With the help of keen volunteers,
wedve sampled three areas o
reserve, collecting specimens and bags of leaf litter.

These bags are in the process of being sifted, with the
species of snail picked out. This means even the tini-

est species wondt be overl o
some exciting discoveries, including finding the elu-

sive Lemon Slug Malacolimax tenellus) [Pictured above]. This mysterious species is restricted to ancient wood-

lands, appearing only in the autumn and winter to feed on the fruiting bodies of fungi. A distinctive lemon yellow

slug species of up to 35-50mm long, with dark brown to violet tentacles. The species can be easy to overlook

and is under recorded, with only 37 records of the sp
ing to have contributed the first record for the Ebbw Valley! Why not head out to your nearest patch of ancient
woodl and and see if you can find one? The Lemon Sl ug

always happy to confirm slug and snail identifications here at the museum, so please contact me on:
Imogen.Cavadino@museumwales.ac.ukf in doubt.

As well as spending lots of time out and about, | dve
shadow LEMUR+ trainee Laura. This was a great opportunity to spend some time working on the Mary Gillham
Archive Project, inputting the data for some of her photographic slides and even checking the odd slug and snail
identification. Maryds documents and photos really ar
and further afield during her lifetime.

All the material collected during my three projects will be held
The Conservation Vol unt eatNaignalMuseum £ardiff, as a permanent part of the mollusc
Talent UK traineeship programme aims collection. This is a valuable accessible resource for future re-
to increase expertise across the whole search into the wildlife of Gwent. All biological records will be
submitted to SEWBREC once my projects are complete, greatly
increasing their data on molluscs in the Gwent area. Thank you
to Gwent Wildlife Trust for supporting my projects and allowing
us to sample their sites.

of the UK to protect our less well
known species and create awareness of
the habitats that support them. The

programme is funded by the Esmée
I look forward to sharing the results with you in the future. In

the meantime you can find out wh
@I_Cavadino or @Natural Talent and pick up a few mollusc

related facts along the way. For more of the goings on at the

National Museum of Wales, try @CardiffCurator & especially

each #MolluscMonday !

Fairbairn Foundation. See http://

www.tcv.org.uk/scotland/learning/

natural -talent -traineeships for more

information.
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Botanical highlights in 2016 in Monmouthshire
Steph Tyler (SJT) and Elsa Wood (EW)

Another field season is almost over 6 where did the year go?

We have undertaken once or twice weekly walks noting species in poorly covered areas and also monthly walks with the Mon-
mouthshire Botany Group. With all of this effort and some records from other botanists we have entered over 18,500 records this
year in monads and tetrads within vice county 35.

New for the vice county was a record by Julian Woodman of Chaffweed Anagallis minima from gateways on private land above the
Usk Valley near Llanlowell. Another ©6new clLnariaepeidsand ¥etlow Tahdflaxh.s
vulgaris, noted by Heather Colls in August at Rogiet Countryside
land speciesCircaea x intermediawas found by EW and Adrian Wood near Crumlin and also at Cwmcarn which is a new hectad rec-
ord for that species.

Then in a barley and adjacent maize field SJT found Lesser Red Knegrass Po-
lygonum arenarium, apparently new for the vice-county but probably over-
looked. Maize and barley fields can be rewarding especially for alien grasses.
Cockspur Echinochloa crusgallii and Rough Bristle GrassSetaria verticillata
were both found, the former at several sites and the latter near Talycoed, whilst
another alien grass, Water BentPolypogon viridis,is turning up everywhere
along roadsides and edges of gardens even in towns. Another grass, Reflexed
Saltmarsh grass,Puccinellia distansis also turning up along the A48 as a result
of all the road salting.

In MOD Caerwent we were delighted to find Green-winged Orchid Orchis morio

sum vulgatum in this grassland.

The first record for Euphrasia tetraquetrawas found in a limestone quarry near
Upper Ochrwyth, its identification confirmed by the national referee.

Stoneworts are under-recorded in the county away from the Levels but Tolpella
glomerata and Chara contraria were found in the shallow pools in Penhow
quarry.

A small churchyard at St Davids Church, Penmaen near Oakdale produced

Adder 6s Tolgheobenssum vahihdad EredBurnet Sanguisorba officinalisand Alchemilla xanthochlora
Photo E Elsa Wood
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The sight of great swathes of Cow WheatMelampyrum pratenseunder oak trees near Penmaen was memorable. Not a rare species
but such abundance was remarkable. Oakdale and Penmaen also rewarded us with speciesich damp pastures full of sedges,
SneezewortAchillea ptarmica, Saw Wort Serratula tinctoria, Meadow Thistles Cirsium dissectum,Intermediate Ladies Mantle Al-
chemilla xanthochlora, lvy-leaved Bellflower Wahlenbergia hederaceaHeath Spotted Orchids Dactylorhiza maculatum and many

ot her 6goodi esbd.

Al ong Offads Dyke path going up onto Kings Wood near
Monmouth,SJT and Roger Ruston enjoyed the plants in an

abandoned sandy field where there were two plants of the

Lesser CentauryCenaturium pulchellum among many Com-

mon Centaury C. erythraea plants and several Yellowworts

Blackstonia perfoliata

It seems that every walk even in the Usk Valley turned up
something of note during 2016 even if only a clump of Black
Spleenwort Asplenium adiantum-nigrum on a roadside bank.
In some lovely meadows near Trellech Dick Coates alerted
SJT to some Dy @enidtstinc®riab[@cturect e d
above] in 2015 and this year we saw at least six flowering
clumps. This is very scarce in eastern Monmouthshire.

Have you seen any harebells this
summer and autumn?

Harebells are possibly declining in Wales and we would
welcome any records you may have for Monmouthshire
vice county 35. Our post 2000 distribution by 2km x 2km
squares or tetrads is as shown [to right]. Can you fill in
any of the gaps?

Let us know of any sightings please, especially in
S021, 41 and 51. Steph Tyler & Elsa Wood, email:
steph_tyler2001@hotmail.com

Har ebGalplanul a r optousntd i 20000 adi st r
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