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Welcome to the 27th issue of the Gwent-Gl amor gan Recorder s é| 2N
This edition showcases some of the interesting records that have cropped up this year, in part due to the unusually -
hot dry summer (which now continues into Autumn!) . | | togs
24 & 25) with sever al new additions to Walesé moth I s‘i.
ing a difference to Welsh wildlife and recording (pg. 16 and pg. 19).

©
Whet her ités through events (pgs. 10, 11, 25) , gto-dag t s| =(| r
work (pg. 8), hopefully SEWBReC continues to assist and inspire your recording efforts. We have 10 members of i
staff now, so donét hesitate to get in touch with quesbi

Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsletter; | hope it provides some winter inspiration for many record-
ers.

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor)

If you ever want to contribute an article to our biannual newsletter, please get in touch on
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Devd |[Fingers in Brynna Woods
Mar k Steer, Glamorgan Fungus Group

An unexpected find in Brynna Woods NR & Devil's Fingers Clathrus archeri!

At the end of August a start was made on cutting Bracken near the Trenos railway crossing. Whilst we were removing
the cut Bracken, | came across several 'eggs' with one partially opened (photos 1&2, above). On revisiting the site over
the next few days, fully opened specimens were
seen (photo 3, left). Over a period of 2 weeks |
counted 20-plus examples at various stages of
development.

Subsequently with Emma Wililams and
Katherine McCullum, we came across a fully
opened specimen in a different location. It was
first detected by Emma by its putrid smell!

C. archeri is related to Phallus impudicus
(Common Stinkhorn), with its spores distributed
by flies. The gleba containing the spores is a
sticky, blackolive mass with a putrid smell
which attracts flies.

This species was first described from Tasmania
and is fairly frequent in Australasia. The first
record in Europe was from the Vosage region in
France in 1914. It is thought that it may have
been introduced in supplies for Anzac troops. It
was first recorded in UK from Penzance in 1946.
Although not common it seems to have spread
particularly in southern England. There are
records in south and west Wales from several
locations.




The Kingfisher

Colin Titcombe

The recent controversy regarding pollution levels in both the rivers Wye and Usk is nothing new. In the Autumn 1959
edition of éPresenting Monmoutshireé, W J.R Howells, <cler
River Pollutioné. The issue was obviously of some concern
specialties & the Usk, with its extensive pebble beds, is known for its Shingle Spiders Arctosa cinereg and for its shingle-
nesting birds. The Wye is noted, among many other things, for its Club-tailed Dragonflies (Gomphus vulgatissimug and

the rare mayfly Potamanthus luteus. There are, of course, many more specialist species along each of these rivers, but, in
common with other rivers in Gwent, they both share a typical riverine fauna and flora & including Kingfishers.

Like many other birds Kingfishers are not as common as they once were. For the purpose of this article | seek to compare
my sightings for the years 2021 and 2022 (January 1st August 21st in each case).

During this period in 2021 | made 41 walks along stretches of riverbank in Gwent. These walks were mostly along the
rivers Usk and Wye. Kingfishers were seen on eight of these walks (records in green box on opposite page).

In 2022 | carried out 74 riverside walks in Gwent, the vast majority of them along the river Wye, my local river. | also
walked stretches of the Usk (on 8 occasions) and the Monnow (on 2 occasions). The total number of Kingfisher sightings
was just 7, and it is likely that these represent just two or three individuals.




In addition to the reduction of Kingfisher numbers
those of many insects have also been lowered
significantly. As a random sample | looked at my
diary entries for the spring/summer period of 2010.
On the 3rd June of that year, a walk along a one
kilometre stretch of the Wye near my home
produced a count of 94 Banded Agrion Damselflies
(Calopteryx splendeng. The same walk on the same
date in 2022 produced just one Banded Agrion. In
fact, during the spring/summer of 2022 the highest
number of this species seen on any of my walks
was just three.

Another odonatid which | have been monitoring
along my local stretch of the Wye is the Common
Club-tail Dragonfly (Gomphus vulgatissimus. At
one particular site in 2020 | found 17 exuvia of this
species. The number found at the same site in 2021
was 16 and this year | found just 6.

Whether or not the decline of various insects along the rivers is
due to river pollution, or simply to pollution in general, is
difficult to say. While riverine insects appear to be significantly
reduced, so too are insects and invertebrates generally!

The photographs shown here were taken at a time when the
Kingfisher was far more common than it is today. Along the

River Usk in particular, | located favoured resting sites below
which the Kingfisherés pellets
mostly of small fish bones, including those of the pharyngeal |

eteethé (eéthroat teethé, shown _t d s Inéetmbo‘?

the carp family). gHr-0 @ 0 cypri
i DapneJit combe




Bot ani cal excitements I n 202

Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood, VC35 Recorders for Botany

One of the most exciting finds in 2022 was the re-discovery by Sarah Clay and Des Evans of Narroviipped Helleborine

Epipactis leptochila on the Wyndcliff, where it was last recorded in 1926. Trevor Evans in his Flora of Monmouthshire
considered it to be extinct. Happily, this is not so. Of 72 species listed by Trevor in 2007 as extinct, at least 16 of theséhave
now been re-discovered.

As if the re-discovery of Narrow-lipped Helleborine was not enough, Colin Titcombe and Chris Hatch found about 50
plants of Touch-me-not Balsam /mpatiens noli-tangere way bel ow Piercefield car park.
species in his Flora of Monmouthshire but Schoolbred noted a record in 1888 in the same place as seen in 2022. It has
taken more than 130 years for it to be re-discovered & an amazing find. What apparently extinct species is going to be
next to be re-discovered?

Other highlights include finding Smooth Finger -grass Digitaria ischaemum in the street at Abergavenny whilst we were
leading an Urban Plant Course for SEWBReC. This alien grass from Africa was found at Newport Docks in 1906 but has not
been recorded since. Other once rare alien grasses such as Rye Brome&romus secalinus the Bristle-grass Setaria
verticillata and Cockspur Echinochloa crusgalli have become increasingly common at the edge of maize crops and
elsewhere.

In Monmouthshire V.C.35 we found three vice-county firsts: Alchemilla filicaulis subsp. filicaulis which turned up on a
limestone track in Great Barnets Wood; it coincided with receiving the new Alchemilla handbook! (A. filicaulis vestitais the
usual subspecies in unimproved old pastures); alsoAlopecurus x brachystylus the hybrid between Alopecurus pratensis
and A. geniculatusthat was found growing near the River Monnow at Monmouth Cap, and Scrophularia vernalis(Yellow
Figwort) found by Bob Hewitt at Abersychan.

Corky-fruited Water Dropwort Oernanthe pimpinelloides continues to turn up in new localities. In spring 2022 three small

clumps appeared in a meadow at Lydart, near Penallt in eastern Monmouthshire and then a patch was seen in another
meadow near Llanvaches in the south of the VC. It was also found to be abundant in a field down on the Levels near Pye
Corner, Newport in July. It is interesting to realise that up to 2007 it was known only from a roadside verge near Tynewydd.

Since then it has been found in fields at Monmouth, in a number of fields on the Levels and at St Maughans and at the

additional sites in 2022.

Other noteworthy new hectad records included Polypodium cambricum (Southern Polypody) on the walls of the church at
Christchurch; Dactylorhiza x hallii (maculatum x praetermissa)(Heath Spotted x Southern Marsh Orchid) in Chepstow Park
Wood and at Earlswood; and Polypogon monspeliensis (Annual Beard-grass) and Djplotaxis muralis (Annual Wall Rocket)
at Wainfelin near Pontypool, where a surprise was 1520 plants of Euphorbia stricta (Upright (Tintern) Spurge) on a bank
by a car park.

Ranunculus sardous(Hairy Buttercup) mainly occurs in north-east Monmouthshire in SO40 and SO41; the discovery of a
large population at Great House Farm, south of Llansoy is the southernmost location for this species post 2000. Abundant
Small Nettle Urtica urens was also found there. Oakleaved Goosefoot Chenopodium glaucum continues to spread or

perhaps be noticed? It was found near a muck heap a few kilometres south of Raglan in SO30, another new hectad record.

Mu s k  S-bilb Erédirs moschatum was found by Elsa Wood (EW) and the Monmouthshire Botany Group in the car
park at the Duffryn Recreation Ground, Newport. Up t-eort2000
Hypericum elodes was only recorded by Evans in his 2007 Flora in 10 tetrads so the discovery by EW and Adrian Wood of

this species in a pond near Crumlin in a new tetrad. Many plants of Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia in wet

flushes on an old coal tip were a bonus on a day botanising around Mynydd Varteg.

Saxifraga granulata(Meadow Saxifrage) grows along rivers in Monmouthshire rather than in meadows although there is a
good population in strips of meadow along the drive to Llanover House. It occurs sporadically along the Rivers Usk but is
rare on the Wye although is much more frequent along the Wye tributaries, the Monnow and Honddu in the Black
Mountains and extending downriver to below Skenfrith. In 2022 a small colony was found by Steph Tyler (SJT) on the Pill
Brook near Llansoy and subsequent searches by SJT and EW revealed it at three more locations on this small stream.

It seems that all records of the Wolffia arrhiza (Rootless Duckweed) found on the Gwent Levels may need to be
questioned. A recent paper by Richard Lansdown (Lansdown et al., 2022) has suggested that previous records were
actually the neophytes Wolffia columbina and Wolffia globosa.



Range expansion that 1i1Is hard

David Slade \V\C41 Recorder for Moths

According to ét heSchbhpalkaode/a®le & colbtak shecids, found from Suffolk to Cornwall, with
the odd colony in west Wales and very few records inland, and these are generally considered to be wanderers from
the costal populations.

In the autumn of 2020 however, this species underwent a rapid expansion of range, with large numbers being reported
inland in England. The same thing happened in 2021, and for those of you that following moth news on Twitter (and

why woul dnét you?), you would again have seen a | arge
dle of August 2022. It still appeared to be an English phenomenon however, until Austin Rice caught one in his trap at
Caldicot on 28th August 2022.

There followed a flurry of August reports & 1 in Merthyr Tydfil (Ai-Lin Kee, 28th), 1 in Bridgend (Mike Cram & family,
29th), 9 individuals trapped at light in Llandaff (Stephen Hippisley, 30th and 31st). By the end of the first week of Sep-
tember it had even reached my garden (usually devoid of migrants), and other reports had come in from Tonyrefail
(Elaine Wright & editor of this fine read), Roath (Jake Gilmore), and | suspect there are other records that | have missed
but will gather in the fullness of time.

The larvae are mainly known to feed on Sea Beet Beta vulgaris subsp. maritimg in the UK, but it can be a pest species
in Europe on cultivated forms of Beta vulgaris Whether any of these will have survived to produce offspring remains to
be seen, but what was once a scarce resident of the south coast of England may now be a common resident in Wales!

Reference

The Gelechiid Recording Schemehtips://www.gelechiid.co.uk/category/scrobipalpa -ocellatella.
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SEWBReC Business Updat e
Adam Rowe, SEWBReC Chief Executive Officer

This update is being written after one of the most turbulent ever periods in British politics, which, hot on the heels of

Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic, means we are now in a period of great economic uncertainty. On top of this, the
ongoing concern that legal protection for wildlife may be weakened following Brexit makes this a somewhat unsettling
time for a business like SEWBReC. But, on the plus side, we are extremely wegtlaced to handle any nasty surprises
that may lurk in the future. Having had a run of successful years financially, and with the careful oversight of the
SEWBReC board and finance committee, we remain very positive about the future.

Our strong financial position has enabled us to build the SEWBReC teanin recent months through the creation of a
new full-time equivalent post. After Naomi Rich left us the summer (to start a PhD), we have appointed three new staff.
All three staff will be assisting with provision of data products to our customers, but Emma Williams (full -time) will also
be focusing on de kventseand ontgeactbvioik/BaMRilst@Bécsi Robinson and Rachel ShephereHunt
(both working part -time) will be focusing on data mining (seeking new and refreshed data flows from a range of
sources including partner organisations, ecological consultancies and social media).

Twelve months ago, we restructured roles within SEWBReC to focus more attention onenhancing the flow of quality
data into our databases. The fruits of this restructuring are now being seen, in particular work Amy Hicks and David
Slade have been undertaking to import significant volumes of new data into the SEWBReC database (and subsequently
onto Aderyn). Since April, nearly 800,000 records have been imported from the sources shown in the pie chart on the
opposite page. This shows a significant increase over our usual volumes of incoming data due to:

1 A large update of available for our region drawn from the NBN Atlas

1 The import of a large archive of moth and butterfly data made available to SEWBReC following the passing of Dr
Martin Anthoney (former Lepidoptera County Recorder for VC35, Monmouthshire)

1 A significant push to import a large backlog of bird data from a range of sources including the British Trust for
Ornithologyés BirdTrack system.

Work to improve the quantity and quality of data flowing into our databases remains a high priority and it is great that
we now have an excellent team of staff working on these tasks.

In addition to the great progress with bringing more data into SEWBReC, we continue to provide our data services to a
broad spectrum of users. Data searches are carried out for all planning applications in eight Unitary Authorities in our
area (up by one since April with the signing of a new Service Level Agreement by Cardiff Council). Dozens of
individuals across national organisations (including Natural Resources Wales, Welsh Government, Br Cymru Welsh


http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/about/about#staff
https://aderyn.lercwales.org.uk/
https://nbnatlas.org/

SEWBReC data added to Aderyn since
Water and Network Rail), local authorities and April 2022

Wildlife Trusts have Aderyn partner access which
enables them to run their own data searches in
support of their work. In addition, we anticipate
dealing with around 1,000 commercial enquiries
from environmental consultants during this
financial year. SEWBReC data is being made
available at the local level to inform Local Nature
Recovery Action Plans and for ecosystem
resilience mapping work in Swansea, whilst at the
national level it is being used to inform National
Wellbeing Indicator 44 on the status of biological
diversity in Wales.

We are starting to return to face-to-face events
including two indoor -based species identification
workshops in recent weeks (on picture-winged
flies and moth dissection). Our additional staff
resource, including Emma working on events and
outreach mean that that we will be planning a

more extensive calendar of events over the next = NBN Atlas

year, including species identification workshops, = Monmouthsire Moth & Butterfly Group archive
recordersé field days and = BirdTrack (British Trust for Ornithology)

be able to attend more partner -led events than ® SEWBReCORD, LERC Wales app & iRecord

before and will be able to promote wildlife = Bird clubs (Gwent Ornithological Society & Glamorgan Bird Club)
recording to new audiences across our region. = MapMate

Keep an eye on the events calendar on our = Other data sources (email, etc.)

website for information on these and any other

events that are taking place in our area.

Remember, the new events calendar allows you

to filter events by type and location, and is an

excellent tool to help you plan your recording and learning activities!

One event that is happening soon, but which is staying in virtual format (hopefully for the last time) is the Gwent -
Gl amorgan Recordersé Forum, including the SEWBReC AGM. Th
that many of you will be able to attend for a mix of interesting presentations and updates; booking is now open.

As usual, | would like to finish by recording my thanks to everyone who contributes to the success of SEWBReC,
including staff, directors, customers and recorders. Please continue to generate and submit records in the way that suits
you best (whether via paper form, spreadsheef, SEWBReCOR/[the LERC Wales apjor any other means) and remember
to share any exciting finds or identification queries to the SEWBReC Facebook GroupSo, as the weather turns wetter
and colder, why not dig out your backlog of wildlife photos and notebooks from the past year and spend those long
winter evenings identifying species and submitting your records? We look forward to receiving them.



https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-national-indicators
https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-national-indicators
https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-national-indicators
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/diaryevents
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2023-tickets-466313745967
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/Casual_Sighting_Report_Form_2018_(double_sided).doc
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Recording_Spreadsheet.xls
https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.3_(26_May_2022).doc
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Open For Booking!

Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders’
Forum

Saturday 21st January 2023
10am - 1pm

Online via Zoom

A /

Book your free space here:
https://ggrf2023 .eventbrite.co.uk


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2023-tickets-466313745967

B Moths: 354 B Plants: 318
m Butterflies: 181 Birds: 113
M True Flies: 91 M Fungus: 84

B Hymenoptera: 58 M Mosses: 42

M Spiders: 37 B True Bugs: 32
H Mammals: 23 ® Molluscs: 18

M Beetles: 16  Dragonflies: 15
I Liverworts: 15 Orthopera: 14

m Amphibians: 10 m Ferns: 6

B Crustaceans: 5 B Harvestman: 5

M Reptiles: 4 M Acari: 3

B Chromist: 2 M Earwigs: 2

W Caddis Flies: 2 Coelenterate: 1
Lacewings: 1 Bacteria: 1

False Scorpions: 1 I Centipedes: 1

M Lichens: 1

Wal es Wi de Bi oB

El aine Wright, SEWBReC

On Saturday 20th September 20
t eamed up for another nati on
stepped outside the garden, a
wherever they like in Wales.

National ly, t hled 5d5a yr eoofrusd stsepde cii
being submitted by 194 record
nati onal species |list here

On a | ocal l evel, weshadr 6dbr é
301 specYioaus carb EwiBerw Ct ke e c.i e s

The pie chart above shows how
each taxonomic group on a nat.i

The heat map to the right refl

di fferent | ocations (brighter

Common name Taxon group Total records

Speckled Wood insect - butterfly 39

Red Admiral insect - butterfly 35 The national species |list (1.
Small White insect - butterfly 30 our t wo May =event s, whi ch w
Square-spot Rustic insect - moth 25 birds. This year the moths &
Large Yellow Underwing insect - moth 24 clean sweep for September, w
Indian Balsam flowering plant 22 making an appearance for pl:
Lesser Yellow Underwing insect - moth 18 probabl y. due to BirdTrack da
Small Tortoiseshell insect - butterfly 16 shared with LERCs as an annu:
Small Copper insect - butterfly 16 Many thanks to all who took |
Brimstone Moth insect - moth 15 11



http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/National_spp_list.pdf
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_spp_list.pdf

Focus on Figwort

Graham Wat keys

Figwort (Scrophularia nodosg is not a particularly common plant at Taf Fechan in that it seems to pop up randomly in
small numbers at irregular intervals. For whatever reason three plants turned up this year and they proved to be
extremely rewarding to observe. Firstly the plant itself, in this case Scrophularia nodosa is rather beautiful in its own
right but it is highly attractive to all kinds of other species, some of which are bound to it. Social wasps love the flowers
of Figwort and they were seldom unattended by them ( Vespula vulgarisCommon Wasp, and Dolichovespula sylvesris
Tree Wasp, duly recorded) but in amongst them one day was an imposter and a fairly good one. T7enthredo
scrophulariaeis a Sawfly (Figwort Sawfly). Now you could describe Sawflies as vegetarian wasps and that is true up to a
point or at least it is for the larvae who feed on plants, the adults are not adverse to a little bit of protein now and
again. The larvae of this species, as its hame might suggest, feeds on Figwort and are impressive looking beasts

(although | éve never found any) and the

This species was already on the list from a good
number of years ago however, so nice to see, but
not that exciting.

The next three species were new to the list plus

they were all Weevils and frankly who doesnét

a Weevil?

For those who are unfamiliar with the behaviour of
Weevils, they have a very bad habit, well bad for
recorders, very good for the Weevil. They employ
the drop and vanish technique of predator evasion
and this behaviour is often triggered by the
slightest of bumps or nudges to the plant. This is
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