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This issue showcases the joys and surprises of di
nual sGavdegn Mot,h phgleeme to concenMommewt lsgxhuiar e [
& Dragomage 4) and fr onBncomankclpecaaga@ac@B8ht ¢os redi scov
Hazel Do rpmigee 12) .

Recent rWisledlricthe (recordingpagegds4y sbowpeophe rec
our ment al health as well as for wildlife conserv:;
I f you would |ike to share the joys of recording
schedule on page 21. We hope to see many of you at
Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsl et
recorder s.

El aine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor)

| f you wever want to contribute an article
Qurgnext issue wil/ be Autumn 2023, but
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Curl ew I n Wal es

Your help is needed in 2023!

Popul ations of breeding wader s, and in particularly Cu
amongst the highest conservation prioritiesl daditnhge tWK t
continued |l oss of this iconic species from many of our

During the spring of 2023 we are attempting to get as
maining breeding birds throughout Wal es.

Curl ew wil!/ be returning to their upland breeding area
territories established during April bMeafyo rvee tareey Isiek éll
them chick guarding and al arBmn rtdesht i aget et ptbtatarmheat|l
grounds towards the end of June or even into July sugge

We are asking those of you who have previously tecpbede-

-visit the same area, or other Curlew areas this year a
woul d provide very valuable information indeed on the
sults are also of great value to the work on Curl ew. K|
son and no Curlew were present is an important record f

Pl ease submit Cuirtl.elw /rceuerd Bedwsclyitryyou have an existing me
to one of the Wales Local Environment al Records Centre:
negative records, which are best submitted using the de

Noting the presence of any rings or tags on the |
mai nder of the UK who are working to avoid the po
l'ink for recording these on the Gyl finimww@ymodanbhb
Linklnf?l D=12

s
Cwm

Any help you can offer would be greatly appreciated. |
Curl ew, anywhere i nBeéNal ers. Bbd ea@als@c «cwiomdtalcitat ur i ol cymru. go



bit.ly/curlewcymru
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/LinkInfo?ID=12
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search of NBo nDreonuist ehl ssh | ar ned

Ri chard M. Cl ar ke

Dragonflies and damsel f I&iee shaadr ea fpaasscsiinnagt iinmgt e rnessetc tisn tlh e
was not unti® 302”ecBRtiédfipr records for a Monmout hshire
seeing what | could find locally.
As a starting point, I asked Steve for a summary of the
slight embarrassment), the |ist | received back was ver)
and notebooks to see what else | had |lingering that had
not as many as | should have kept, | extracted and submi
Ahidhrvel map of gthowdmnigh swhieree dragonfly records were s
and given that some of the d&r edisf fwiecruel tc |tooss en aror ohw ndeo whi t\
| ook. Local knowl edge and Google Earth helped me to fur:
ern side of the county in the Ebbw and Sirhowy river <ca
waterbodies from mountain moorland, ancient and other wc
A big bonus for me when it came to |l ooking for dragonf
2022. The year wil/ no doubt be remembered for being dr
able to get into the field on plenty of occasions. On t
significant i mpactdtmapgnobpwandhpadmnded up do nspureet etlhyati ns «
those | visited in | ate summer woul dholhampeahadanddul tf ecr
drought will also have |l onger term consequences at such
Overall, I managed to record some 240 dragonflies, comp
fly. There were many highlights for me , including find
portance for Monmout hshire:
Scar ce-t 8il lued Dalmssherl U rl &y )ppuBmiiltiiosh Dragonfly Society Nati
classed as near threatened. A new breeding site at Pontl
sent. Records away from the moorl ands of the north west.
Keel ed Ski mmerOrDrhaegornufm yc p(@fraud reds caetn st wo | oc al nature res
Tr WdstDagir ai g Reserve at Risca, where a male&w&sahwbddnagWV
ows in the Sirhowy Valley Country Park at Wattsville, wkk
Brown Hawker AMesahgnoan fgétama i sew sites in the north west og
QX

(o)}


https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/monmouthshire-2030-dragonfly-atlas-project/

Common Hawker Beapaaf ) utnetne an e w
sites, several where breeding wi

Bl ack Darter SYomagtomd m)yod gonuaned a't

four new |l ocations on the Rhyswg
which now represent t he most sa
species in the county recorded

There were some other notable f
| ati on-eyfedR®a& nksreyltfhlryo mna neaj a Ba
sal eg which was welcome @i verc -t
orded at all in Monmouthshire d
tion of t h-ey S&dtha Dla nEiteydfhiryo mma v
um was found at the same site,
dence of the rapid expansion of

was first recorded in the UK in
When writing this article, I am
start of the new season and hav

areas to explore as well as s o0mg

Not hing can beat the pleasure of
a warm $Sundmaer with the company d
and at times very exciting Dra
interesting species is in itsel
ment went beyond that. I |l aughe

row trying tespodtteld &£&hBkeear. Fu

ambition, but the odds were wel

getting the fast food. I was sl

that the only butterfly I had

di smembered by an Emperor Drago ;
sh&l Ilwings swirling through the ’
And finally, I wi || never forg ‘5‘
Sout hern Hawker Dragonfly tried .
boot . §
More recorders are needed to h ',t
wor k. From my experience, I wo u ;
one to get involved.

Al l records of dragonflies in

simplest and -fnmoeset wayo btleencont ri b

ords is to enter them directly

but if you'd prefer a different

with Steve Preddy, Monmout hshir

corder, British Dragonfly Soci et

whtt ps: id/lrbargiotnifsshh es. or g.-uk/ monmo
dragonflies/

eSteve. Preddy@me. com

The Monmout hshire Dragonfly At

Monmout Bs hfiirrest dragonfly atl as
is already wunderway and the amt
every part of the county and fc RN

recorded.

The British Dra
comprehensive a
help to identif

gonfly Soci

nd detail ed

y and gather dat
a

f

0

sites This vital information
conservation efforts and when c/&
will help BDS t ca rry out its


https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/
mailto:Steve.Preddy@me.com
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New Mast hFi1 r st Year o f Gar d:

l ary May

ke many people it was the Covid | ockdowns t héate gdtwame
d an interest in wil &l iGlaeg demd Bhavdevad eame st meeBmMOving t
s trying to identify bees, butterflies and dragonflie
ated as they mowvneott cao gfraesatt anhdotlogr apher . Then a frien
mot hs that her teenage son had caught in their garde
strictions |lifted they came to visit and ran the trap
ught an El-mpthhaenandHHawk&ri ous f oot men, Buff Ermine and m
'l owing year | decided to invest in a moth trap, I W 8
ing a conciWeasmotlh/igwi dievmsandhaskengi advice from our 1| o

cebookdSEWBWREC

go
ha
ev
n o

We

was one of the staff at SEWBREC who suggested that |
ver heard of it, but on Il ooking into it | thought it r
|l earning curve. At the start of 2022 there were probat
ntl y,mwhtiillslt Aot sulk® b mahy, F &dsebaomakz ignrgo.u pThat toget

th book, t heObamalzeinngcrammended i n théramrsup) n@ndhoatsheht
ant I have been abl e t o¥eée deadigthti smoasnia za fn gt hteh arho twh st hli
u can get a decedlt diohnobhi ok thesmbsha hobby | would ha\
0.

proud and slightly amazed that I baven manmagiendg tée r uim
t back from holidaywea ad swplteakefn ttihme st!lr aWe on hol i dayx=
ve definitely been spreading the mmootthh sl ovne.p aBEvte rcyud nag—
en in fairly wurban settings is amazing. Having raved

w get sent a | ot of d@nhoortnoasl |oyf Enheetphhsh sbtyo Harvilkernsdesy Ti ger>§
l'ive just outside Cardiff bet ween Penarth and Barir¥
L

u»
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https://connect-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689678498210657
https://observation.org/apps/obsidentify/
https://connect-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/

enough to |ive next to a smal/l patch of broadleaved wooc

to read in the | atest GMS newsletter that Jersey Tigers
Wal es and to realise that that is my garden! They were ¢
ing the day and in 2022 | saw them on several occasions
During 2022 | recorded 112 of the GMS species (837 dindi:
e been amazed that, with the exception of some that fI
were too worn e IbR,enwiatbH ehdlop ildenti fy almost all the m
fully | never broke t-lnét h®@ gmotl h@&mimemwhfmsmiat ¢ hgot used t
over the kitchen and in pots in the fridge. At times it
However it definitely got easdewvemnidn It Heo vfei nahle vseeeaks onfa t

speci esdoFfecart hneer ed Thor n.

My top 10 for 2022 ared3mbdbwhhenMbbeabwkow {tabbee catch
was my fullest trap of the year.
Posi tName Numb e
1 Large Yell ov82
2 Mo c ha 45
3 Ri band Wave 38
4 Squasrpecot Rus 37
5 Hebrew Char €32
6 Common Footr31
7= FIl ame Shoul c29
7= Lesser -bBraac29
Yell ow Under
9 Treble Linecs24
10 Dusky Thorn 21
Sodll definitely be carrying on for the winter and into

NFY acredMew For Garden adananNeweFcomYegr back somei pfamdg
the Ermines.

Edi t or Guaatdesn: Mot h Scheme runs from March until Novemb
to put out their moth trap every Friday night. Al thou
starters may stil!] be abl-eont amake har diere&thd rc oot ma  ult

di s crusrsman @ecnovnisruol t.i ng. com

Find out more about the Gar demt tMo:t/h/ vBvevh.egreer doenn mchteh sr. onre

Hel p with moth identi fGearatdionhMdish awal d rach |, leltSaims Ftiehie
, and lwel xlecommend t helbisd e ®(nptlfiefaysad i o1
doubl e check any virtual identifications).

This article originally appeared in the Garden Moth St
man Lowe.


mailto:norman@enviro-consulting.com
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689678498210657
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
https://connect-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
https://observation.org/apps/obsidentify/
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Colin Titcombe

The article you are about to read has taken a number of
I

reached, what believe to be, anClugpwiadep asmLrspunreana r el at
The initial version of this o&dr tduwrlree rotelgya nmawi & che tthee Ifiodd oa
any other associated device, and iif at all possible, it
aware of the restrictions this places on any research pr
relatively Iittle known or complex topics such as ergot.
come from observations of my own, and also from informat
posiot e) .

My initial interest in this subject came from my discovert
-gr aBel i(ni a) caareaowilrmag on the heathlands of the Trellech PI
fungi I found in book number 9 (by Gerrit &l akecees, msee
|l accurs on HRuraplse Moor

I't would appear, however, that we @ravideapd nguhivghhda keisn
of forms depending on its chosen host-gr &sapshavei s makmaé
on them, those with | arger seeds have ergots of correspor
The question now is, just how |l arge can ergots be? Most
Book number 11 (not a book on fungi, but on noi ennane o

suggesting lengths of up to 1.5 inches (3.¢

The | argest sclerotia | haveSpfaorutn)dn athos pdha tle d ¢
ter on-mahres hseasl tof t he Severn Estuary in Gwe

On Thursday 27th October 2022, Chris Hatch A
ings between Black Rock and St PgrearSrpea (Riilnla 3
gel)i cvae found ergots up to 2.25 inches in | na
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