
 

 

 

Gwent-Glamorgan 

Recordersõ Newsletter 
Issue 28 
Spring 2023  



 

 

Contents 

Curlew in Wales 3 

In search of Monmouthshireõs Damsels and Dragons 4-5 

A New Moth-erõs First Year of Garden Moth Scheme  6-7 

Investigating Ergot (Claviceps sp.) 8-9 

entoLIVE 10 

INNS Mapper launched 11 

Letter to SEWBReC 11 

Hazel Dormice at Park Wood 12-13 

Taking a Geo-botanical Tour in Eastern Gwent 14-15 

Green Garden Waste Bin Safari 16-17 

The Snow Flea in South Wales. A relict population, or more widespread? 18-19 

SEWBReC Business Update 20-21 

SEWBReC Events & Grants Scheme 21 

Glamorgan Bat Group AudioMoth Project 22-23 

Wildlife recording is good for people, as well as for science 24 

Species Identification Apps: Which, When, Why? 25 

Welcome to the twenty-eighth issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter.  

 

This issue showcases the joys and surprises of different types of wildlife recording, from structured an-
nual surveys (Garden Moth Scheme, page 6) to concentrated square bashing (Monmouthshire Damsels 
& Dragons, page 4) and from chance encounters (Snow Flea, page 18) to rediscovery of populations 
(Hazel Dormice, page 12).  

Recent research (Wildlife recording is good for people, page 24) shows that recording has benefits for 
our mental health as well as for wildlife conservation, so all the more reason to dive in! 

If you would like to share the joys of recording with others this year, check out our upcoming events 
schedule on page 21. We hope to see many of you at these during the summer. 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsletter. I hope it proves an inspirational read to many 
recorders. 

 

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor) 

 

If you ever want to contribute an article to our biannual newsletter, please get in touch on in-
fo@sewbrec.org.uk. Our next issue will be Autumn 2023, but content is welcome year round. 

Front page photo: Golden-ringed Dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii) Ê Richard M. Clarke. Learn more about Richardõs Odonata sightings on page 3. 

mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
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Curlew in Wales 
 

Your help is needed in 2023!  

Populations of breeding waders, and in particularly Curlew are in steep decline. Curlew are considered to be 

amongst the highest conservation priorities in the UK at the moment. Low chick productivity is leading to the 

continued loss of this iconic species from many of our upland areas here in Wales.  

During the spring of 2023 we are attempting to get as much information as possible on the location of the re-

maining breeding birds throughout Wales.  

Curlew will be returning to their upland breeding areas from the beginning of March onwards, with breeding 

territories established during April before they settle to brood the eggs. From mid-May we are likely to see 

them chick guarding and alarm calling to protect their young. Birds that are still alarm calling on their breeding 

grounds towards the end of June or even into July suggest they have young very close to fledging.  

We are asking those of you who have previously recorded Curlew in the uplands between March and July to re

-visit the same area, or other Curlew areas this year and record their activity. A series of visits to the same area 

would provide very valuable information indeed on the likely breeding success of this iconic bird. Negative re-

sults are also of great value to the work on Curlew. Knowing an area has been visited during the breeding sea-

son and no Curlew were present is an important record for us.  

Please submit Curlew records at bit.ly/curlewcymru (NB: If you have an existing method of submitting records 

to one of the Wales Local Environmental Records Centres then please continue to do so, with the exception of 

negative records, which are best submitted using the dedicated portal). 

Noting the presence of any rings or tags on the legs will also inform the many projects in Wales and the re-

mainder of the UK who are working to avoid the possible extinction of Curlew in the next few years. ( See the 

link for recording these on the Gylfinir Cymru / Curlew Wales Project page on Cofnod www.cofnod.org.uk/

LinkInfo?ID=12) 

 

Any help you can offer would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to know more about how you can help 

Curlew, anywhere in Wales please contact Bethan.Beech@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk.  

 

/ǳǊƭŜǿǎ ŀǘ {ǳƭƭȅ ϭ !ƴƴƛŜ LǊǾƛƴƎ 
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In search of Monmouthshireõs Damsels and Dragons 

Richard M. Clarke 

 

Dragonflies and damselflies are fascinating insects. Iõve had a passing interest in them for many years, however, it 

was not until Steve Preddyõs 2022 call for records for a Monmouthshire atlas that I decided to devote more time to 

seeing what I could find locally. 

As a starting point, I asked Steve for a summary of the records that I had submitted previously. To my surprise (and 

slight embarrassment), the list I received back was very short. Prompted by this, I trawled through old photographs 

and notebooks to see what else I had lingering that had never been submitted. I found some records and although 

not as many as I should have kept, I extracted and submitted them.  

A high-level map of Monmouthshire showing where dragonfly records were sought had already been circulated 

and given that some of the areas were close to home, it wasnõt difficult to narrow down where I might first have a 

look. Local knowledge and Google Earth helped me to further refine search areas. My main focus was on the west-

ern side of the county in the Ebbw and Sirhowy river catchment areas. These afford a good variety of habitats and 

waterbodies from mountain moorland, ancient and other woodlands, meadows, rivers, pools, ponds and a canal.  

A big bonus for me when it came to looking for dragonflies was the weather conditions during the summer of 

2022. The year will no doubt be remembered for being dry, hot and sunny. The settled weather meant that I was 

able to get into the field on plenty of occasions. On the downside, the protracted period of dry weather did have a 

significant impact upon upland ponds ð many of which dried up completely in the drought. Iõm sure that some of 

those I visited in late summer would have had adult dragonflies present in a ònormaló year and I fear that the 

drought will also have longer term consequences at such sites.  

Overall, I managed to record some 240 dragonflies, comprising 10 species of Damselfly and 13 species of Dragon-

fly. There were many highlights for me, including finding five scarce and localised species of conservation im-

portance for Monmouthshire: 

Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly (Ishnura pumilio) ð British Dragonfly Society National Priority Species that is 

classed as near threatened. A new breeding site at Pontllanfraith, where an adult male and a teneral male were pre-

sent. Records away from the moorlands of the north west of the county are unusual.  

Keeled Skimmer Dragonfly (Orthetrum coerulescens) ð found at two local nature reserves; at the Gwent Wildlife 

Trustõs Dan-y-graig Reserve at Risca, where a male was holding territory, and at Caerphilly CBCõs Flatwoods Mead-

ows in the Sirhowy Valley Country Park at Wattsville, where a female was present.  

Brown Hawker Dragonfly (Aeshna grandis) ð two new sites in the north west of the county near Tredegar. 

¢ƘŜ ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ŀǘ ¢ǊŜŘŜƎŀǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ IŀǿƪŜǊ 5ǊŀƎƻƴƅƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 
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https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/monmouthshire-2030-dragonfly-atlas-project/


 

 

Common Hawker Dragonfly (Aeshna juncea) ð ten new 

sites, several where breeding was confirmed.  

Black Darter Dragonfly (Sympetrum danae) ð found at 

four new locations on the Rhyswg mountain above Abercarn, 

which now represent the most southerly population of the 

species in the county recorded to date. 

There were some other notable finds including a new popu-

lation of Red-eyed Damselfly (Erythromma najas) near Bas-

saleg which was welcome given that the species wasnõt rec-

orded at all in Monmouthshire during 2021. A new popula-

tion of the Small Red-eyed Damselfly (Erythromma viridu-

lum) was found at the same site, which provided further evi-

dence of the rapid expansion of range of this species that 

was first recorded in the UK in 1999.  

When writing this article, I am already looking forward to the 

start of the new season and have identified some new target 

areas to explore as well as some key species to look out for.  

Nothing can beat the pleasure of being sat beside a pond on 

a warm summerõs day with the company of inquisitive, busy 

and at times very exciting Dragons and Damsels. Finding 

interesting species is in itself very enjoyable, but my enjoy-

ment went beyond that. I laughed watching a House Spar-

row trying to catch a Four-spotted Chaser. Full marks for 

ambition, but the odds were well and truly against the bird 

getting the fast food. I was slightly shocked when I realised 

that the only butterfly I had seen one morning was being 

dismembered by an Emperor Dragonfly; the Small Tortoise-

shellõs wings swirling through the sky like sycamore seeds. 

And finally, I will never forget the rustling of wings as a 

Southern Hawker Dragonfly tried to oviposit her eggs on my 

boot. 

More recorders are needed to help with the atlas survey 

work. From my experience, I would strongly encourage any-

one to get involved.  

All records of dragonflies in the county are welcome. The 

simplest and most problem-free way to contribute your rec-

ords is to enter them directly through SEWBReC or iRecord, 

but if you'd prefer a different method, please get in touch 

with Steve Preddy, Monmouthshire County Dragonfly Re-

corder, British Dragonfly Society:  

w: https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-

dragonflies/ 

e: Steve.Preddy@me.com 

The Monmouthshire Dragonfly Atlas Project aims to produce 

Monmouthshireõs first dragonfly atlas by 2030. Survey work 

is already underway and the ambition is to extend this to 

every part of the county and for dragonflies present to be 

recorded. 

The British Dragonfly Society (BDS) led project will produce a 

comprehensive and detailed set of distribution maps and will 

help to identify and gather data about important dragonfly 

sites. This vital information will then be available towards 

conservation efforts and when combined with national data 

will help BDS to carry out its next national status assessment. 

LƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻǇ ǘƻ ōƻǧƻƳΥ YŜŜƭŜŘ {ƪƛƳƳŜǊ όƳŀƭŜύ 5ŀƴ-ȅ-ƎǊŀƛƎΣ wƛǎŎŀ κ .ƭŀŎƪ 5ŀǊǘŜǊ 5ǊŀƎƻƴƅȅ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻƴŘǎ ƻƴ wƘȅǎǿƎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀōƻǾŜ !ōŜǊŎŀǊƴ κ YŜŜƭŜŘ {ƪƛƳƳŜǊ όŦŜƳŀƭŜύ 
CƭŀǘǿƻƻŘǎ aŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ ²ŀǧǎǾƛƭƭŜ κ hǾƛǇƻǎƛǝƴƎ wŜŘ-ŜȅŜŘ 5ŀƳǎŜƭƅƛŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ .ŀǎǎŀƭŜƎ  

https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/monmouthshire-dragonflies/
mailto:Steve.Preddy@me.com


 

 

A New Moth-erõs First Year of Garden Moth Scheme  

Hilary May  

 

Like many people it was the Covid lockdowns that got me looking more closely at my garden wildlife. Iõve always 

had an interest in wildlife and have done the BTOõs Garden Birdwatch since moving to our current house in 2008. I 

was trying to identify bees, butterflies and dragonflies in the garden as well as birds and getting increasingly frus-

trated as they move too fast and Iõm not a great photographer. Then a friend started sending me amazing photos 

of moths that her teenage son had caught in their garden with his 2020 present of a moth trap. Once lockdown 

restrictions lifted they came to visit and ran the trap in our garden. This was a great introduction to moths and we 

caught an Elephant Hawk-moth and various footmen, Buff Ermine and many other species. It took a while but the 

following year I decided to invest in a moth trap, I was running it occasionally and attempting to identify species 

using a concise moth guide, Whatõs Flying Tonight website and asking advice from our local nature records centre 

Facebook group ð SEWBREC.  

It was one of the staff at SEWBREC who suggested that I might like to try the Garden Moth Scheme (GMS). I had 

never heard of it, but on looking into it I thought it might be just the challenge I needed! Certainly it has been quite 

a learning curve. At the start of 2022 there were probably only 5 or 6 moth species I could identify reasonably confi-

dently, whilst Iõm still not sure of many, the GMS ID help Facebook group is amazing. That together with a decent 

moth book, the amazing app Obsidentify (recommended in the group) and the Whatõs Flying Tonight app has 

meant I have been able to identify most of the moths Iõve caught ð it is amazing that with a smartphone camera 

you can get a decent shot of the moths ð I donõt think this is a hobby I would have been able to take up a few years 

ago.  

Iõm proud and slightly amazed that I have managed to run the trap every week ð even running it the night weõve 

got back from holiday a couple of times! Weõve also taken the trap on holiday and to visit family and friends so 

have definitely been spreading the moth love. Everyone is wowed by the hawk-moths in particular but the variety 

even in fairly urban settings is amazing. Having raved about moths on my Facebook and Twitter accounts I also 

now get sent a lot of photos of moths by friends ð normally Elephant Hawk-moths or Jersey Tigers.  

We live just outside Cardiff between Penarth and Barry so we have a very mild climate. We are also fortunate 

9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ Iŀǿƪ-ƳƻǘƘǎ 
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enough to live next to a small patch of broadleaved woodland so we have quite a range of moths. It was interesting 

to read in the latest GMS newsletter that Jersey Tigers were recorded mostly in the South East and one location in 

Wales and to realise that that is my garden! They were one of the first species I learnt as I saw a couple in 2021 dur-

ing the day and in 2022 I saw them on several occasions including twice in my GMS trap.  

During 2022 I recorded 112 of the GMS species (837 individual moths) and 32 non GMS species (165 individuals) ð 

Iõve been amazed that, with the exception of some that flew off (especially in the middle of summer) and some that 

were too worn to ID, with help Iõve been able to identify almost all the macro moths and even a few micros. Thank-

fully I never broke the 100 moths in one catch - although I came close - and my family got used to finding moths all 

over the kitchen and in pots in the fridge. At times it did feel that quite a lot of my Saturday was spent on moth ID. 

However it definitely got easier and I love the seasonable variety ð even in the final week of the year I caught a new 

species for me ð Feathered Thorn.  

My top 10 for 2022 are shown in the below table ð 30 of the Mocha were in one catch on the 12th of August which 

was my fullest trap of the year.  

 

So Iõll definitely be carrying on for the winter and into next year. I look forward to being able to use the NFG and 

NFY acronyms (ed - New For Garden and New For Year) and welcoming back some of my favourites like Buff-tip and 

the Ermines. 

Position Name Number 

1 Large Yellow Underwing 82 

2 Mocha 45 

3 Riband Wave 38 

4 Square-spot Rustic 37 

5 Hebrew Character 32 

6 Common Footman 31 

7= Flame Shoulder 29 

7= Lesser Broad-bordered 

Yellow Underwing 

29 

9 Treble Lines 24 

10 Dusky Thorn 21 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ол aƻŎƘŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ 
ǿƛƴŘƻǿ  

Editor notes: Garden Moth Scheme runs from March until November each year, and requires participants 

to put out their moth trap every Friday night. Although the season for 2023 is already well underway, late 

starters may still be able to make a useful contribution - contact the Welsh co-ordinator Norman Lowe to 

discuss: norman@enviro-consulting.com.  

Find out more about the Garden Moth Scheme on their website: http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/. 

Help with moth identification is available on the Garden Moth Scheme ID Facebook group, the SEWBReC 

Facebook group, Whats Flying Tonight and we recommend the identification app Obsidentify (please 

double check any virtual identifications). 

This article originally appeared in the Garden Moth Scheme Newsletter Autumn 22 edition, edited by Nor-

man Lowe. 

mailto:norman@enviro-consulting.com
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/689678498210657
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sewbrec/
https://connect-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
https://observation.org/apps/obsidentify/


 

 

Investigating Ergot (Claviceps sp.) 

Colin Titcombe 

 

The article you are about to read has taken a number of different forms over the period of my studies, but I have now 

reached, what I believe to be, an update assessment relating to the ergot (Claviceps purpurea). 

The initial version of this article began with the following lines ð òI currently manage to live a life devoid of internet, or 

any other associated device, and if at all possible, it is my intention to continue in the same way. I am, however, fully 

aware of the restrictions this places on any research projects I may have, especially when delving into the realms of 

relatively little known or complex topics such as ergot. I therefore have to make it clear that the notes which follow 

come from observations of my own, and also from information provided by my collection of books (see book list op-

posite).ó 

My initial interest in this subject came from my discovery of tiny sclerotia (ergot) on the seeding heads of Purple Moor

-grass (Molinia caerula) growing on the heathlands of the Trellech Plateau in Gwent. Checking with my ten books on 

fungi I found in book number 9 (by Gerrit J. Keizer, see list opposite) that the species named as Claviceps microcepha-

la occurs on Purple Moor-grass.  

It would appear, however, that we are dealing with a single species of ergot (Claviceps purpurea) which takes a variety 

of forms depending on its chosen host. Grasses with small seeds (e.g. Purple Moor-grass) have small ergots growing 

on them, those with larger seeds have ergots of correspondingly larger size. 

The question now is, just how large can ergots be? Most books in my possession suggest ergot lengths of c. 1cm. 

Book number 11 (not a book on fungi, but on poisonous plants) is rather more generous, 

suggesting lengths of up to 1.5 inches (3.8 cm). 

The largest sclerotia I have found to date occur on Cordgrass (Spartina sp.) which I encoun-

ter on the salt-marshes of the Severn Estuary in Gwent. 

On Thursday 27th October 2022, Chris Hatch and I walked through the Severn Estuary salt-

ings between Black Rock and St Pierre Pill. Here on the Common Cord-grass (Spartina an-

gelica) we found ergots up to 2.25 inches in length (see image, right).  

/ƻǊŘ-ƎǊŀǎǎ ό{ǇŀǊǝƴŀ ǎǇΦύ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǊƎƻǘ ό/ƭŀǾƛŎŜǇǎύ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǾŜǊƴ 9ǎǘǳŀǊȅ ǎŀƭǘ-ƳŀǊǎƘ ƴŜŀǊ .ƭŀŎƪ wƻŎƪ όƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ aŀƎƻǊ tƛƭƭ όǊƛƎƘǘύ 
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1. Introductory Mycology, C.J. Alexopoulos, Wiley Toppan, 1962. 

2. Mushrooms and Toadstools, John Ramsbottom, Collins New Naturalist No. 7 (7th impression), 1977. 

3. Fungi, Roderic Cooke, Collins, 1981. 

4. Fungi (New Naturalist series), Brian Spooner and Peter Roberts, Collins, 2005. 

5. Grassland Fungi (A Field Guide), Elsa Wood & Jon Dunkelman, Monmouthshire Meadows Group, 2017. 

6. Mushrooms, Roger Phillips, Macmillan, 2006. 

7. British Cup Fungi (and Their Allies), R.W.G. Dennis, Ray Society, 1960. 

8. How to Identify Edible Mushrooms, Patrick Harding, Tony Lyon and Gill Tomblin, Collins, 1996. 

9. Encyclopedia of Fungi, Gerrit J. Keizer, Rebo Productions, 1997. 

10. The Encyclopedia of Fungi (of Britain and Europe), Michael Jordan, Frances Lincoln, 2004. 

11. British Poisonous Plants, Bulletin No. 161, HMSO, 1954. 

12. Plant Galls, Margaret Redfern, Collins, 2011. 
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