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Welcome to the eighteenth issue of the Gwent -Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter.  After such a prolonged winter 

with hard frosts and snow in March, spring is now finally well underway with rising temperatures and lighter evenings.   It 

is too early to determine the impact (if any) of the late cold conditions on many of our species populations, so for now, 

enjoy recording in the warm May sunshine.   

   

Recorders continue to add to the species lists of both the UK and south Wales with the discovery of a new (to the UK)

spider species on Flat Holm by Richard Gallon and Gareth Farr (p.8-9), and the rare British endemic Berthaõs Dandelion, at 

Cwm Coal Tips (a new plant for Glamorgan) by Dr Tim Rich (p.29).  Swansea University provides an interesting insight 

into the importance of using rehabilitation data when analysing speciesõ distribution and abundance (p.18-21); and 

SEWBReC gets a new home and a new recording App (p. 10-13).    

 

As usual, there are lots of opportunities to get involved in recording, and to participate in events this year (p.31) 

including: Wales oil beetle survey (p.3), Glamorgan Botany Group excursions (p.4-5), swift nest recording (p.14-15), 

Glamorgan Fungus Group forays (p.16), and Breeding Bird Surveys (p.26-27).  TV presenter and naturalist Chris Packham 

is visiting south Wales as part of his BioBlitz campaign across the UK; join him at the BioBlitzes at Newport Wetlands and 

St Woolos Cemetery on the 21st July (p.17).  I look forward to seeing you there.   

 

A very big thank you to all those who have contributed to this newsletter.  I hope you enjoy it.     

Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 

Brynna Woods Nature Reserve: Violet Oil Beetles  
Mark Steer 

 

If you are walking in Brynna Woods you may notice signs - BEWARE OIL BEETLES AT WORK ! 

 

The woods have violet oil beetles (Meloe violaceus) as residents! These flightless beetles are quite easy to spot as they 

often meander along the edges of paths and are up to 30mm long. They are black often with a violet sheen.  They maybe 

seen from March to June but I have usually seen them second half of April through May on sunny days. The first sighting in 

2018 was on Saturday 21st April on a Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales (WTSWW) bird walk.  

The easiest place to spot them is in the open area between the Ewenny Fach and the railway line, although you may see 

them along the main bridleway and even under the trees.  The female excavates a burrow usually alongside a path about 

2-3cm deep and lays up to 1000 eggs and up to 40,000 in a season. The eggs hatch in about 1 month into larvae known 

as triungulins, which climb onto flowers (often lesser celandine), and wait for solitary mining bees. When these land on 

the flower the larvae, using 3 hooks on their legs, attach themselves to the bees. They then hitch a ride on the bees to 

their nest and proceed to devour the bees eggs and larvae. They then go through a number of stages before becoming 

dormant. The next spring they emerge as small adults to continue their life cycle. 

 

The violet oil beetle is widespread and can be locally common in Wales. There are 2 other species of oil beetles found in 

Wales - the black (Meloe proscarabaeus) and rugged  (Meloe rugosus). The black is very similar to the violet and you need 

a hand lens and experience to distinguish them! They are often found on coastal paths and occur frequently on Gower 

and in Pembrokeshire. The rugged is very rarely seen as it is nocturnal and active in autumn and winter. It has only been 

recorded in a few locations in south east Wales. 

 

Another flightless beetle that you may see in Brynna Woods is the bloody nosed beetle (Timarcha tenebricosa), so called 

because it may eject a blood red liquid onto your hand if you pick it up! It is more round than the violet oil beetle and 

only grows up to 18mm.  

 

WTSWW, aided by volunteers, continue their work to conserve the wild flower rich habitat necessary for the beetles and 

bees by carrying out Himalayan Balsam pulling and Bracken bashing. If you would like to find out more and help, please 

contact Megan Howells, People and Wildlife Officer, WTSWW, email: m.howells@welshwildlife.org.  If you want to find 

more about oil beetles and perhaps take part in the Wales survey, go to www.buglife.org.uk/wales-oil-beetle-survey. 
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Glamorgan Botany Group ð Highlights of 2017  
David Barden, Julian Woodman and Karen Wilkinson 
 

We had six excursions in 2017, with our usual mix of intensive recording and helpful advice-sharing everywhere from 

Barry to Brynna. Those of you who have joined our trips will know that itõs difficult to pick highlights, but hereõs a taster! 

 

A warm day in April saw us meet up in Barry, where we explored the open spaces in and around the old villages of Ca-

doxton and Merthyr Dyfan. The most significant discoveries were undoubtedly Ceratochloa carinata (California Brome) 

and Barbarea intermedia (Medium-flowered Wintercress), but we had some good ônativesõ too, including Papaver 

lecoqii (Yellow-juiced Poppy), Linum bienne (Pale Flax) and Myosotis ramossissima (Early Forget-me-not). An abundant 

feature of pavement edges and waste ground was Valerianella carinata (Keeled Cornsalad), which we seem to be find-

ing increasingly often in the vice-county.  Some of us in the group like to take note of variants, and in April we found a 

curious mottled purple -and-white variant of Viola reichenbachiana (Early Dog-violet) (see photo, top left).  

 

In Brynna in May, we had a record turnout of 19, so spent the morning at a sedate pace investigating the flora of an old 

tramway, demonstrating the characteristics of various common species such as ground-dwelling ferns, Ranunculus 

(Buttercups) and Trifolium (Clovers). After lunch we came across Trifolium micranthum  (Slender Trefoil) (see photo, top 

right), which has relatively few records in the eastern half of Glamorgan, and some excellent habitat in a known damp 

grassland site, with ten Carex (Sedge) species in addition to Carum verticillatum (Whorled Caraway), another rarity in 

East Glamorgan. 

 

Intensive forestry can sometimes lack botanical interest, but that was certainly not the case on our walk from Treherbert 

to Treorchy in June. We started with a fine population of Linaria repens (Pale Toadflax) at the railway station, and con-

tinued the interest with Dryopteris cambrensis (Narrow Male Fern), Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) and 

Equisetum sylvaticum (Wood Horsetail)... as well as abundant Dactylorhiza praetermissa (Southern Marsh Orchid). 

 

Sometimes itõs a bit damp in the valleys, but in July we didnõt let the incessant rain deter us from exploring what turned 

out to be an excellent series of fields on the slopes just east of Pontycymer (as always, with permission expertly negoti-

ated by Julian Woodman). The hospitality of the landowners will quite likely go down in GBG legend, and the plants 

were good too, with vast quantities of Anagallis tenella (Bog Pimpernel) amongst many other typical species of boggy 

grassland and rhos pasture... and Senecio viscosus (Sticky Groundsel) as a pavement weed to finish off! 

 

August is a great time of year to sort out Epilobium (Willowherb) species, and we had plenty of opportunity to get to 

know this group in the streets of Buarth Capel at the northern end of Ynysybwl. Aside from that rather specialist pas-
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time, highlights were a spoil heap coloured purple with Calluna vul-

garis (Heather), the rather local species Sanguisorba officinalis (Great 

Burnet), and a great range of plants on the former Lady Windsor Col-

liery, including Agrimonia odorata (Fragrant Agrimony). 

 

When planning our excursions, we make a reasonable effort to visit 

places that we expect to have some good habitat, but sometimes itõs 

interesting just to try ôpot-luckõ with somewhere unknown. Such was the case with our visit to some farmland at Gelli-

gaer in September, and although a lot of the habitat was unexceptional, we saw plenty of nice species, including Ore-

opteris limbosperma (Lemon-scented Fern), Lathyrus linifolius (Bitter Vetch), Wahlenbergia hederacea (Ivy-leaved Bell-

flower) and the hybrid Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler Fern) × D. carthusiana (Narrow Buckler Fern). Later, on Gelli-

gaer Common, we were pleased to see lots of bog plants such as Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry), before finishing 

with the vice-county rarity Juncus foliosus (Leafy Rush). 
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�)�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���\�R�X���Z�K�R���G�R�Q�·�W���N�Q�R�Z���*�O�D�P�R�U�J�D�Q���%�R�W�D�Q�\���*�U�R�X�S�����Z�H�·�U�H���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���E�X�Q�F�K���R�I���E�R�W�D�Q�L�V�W�V���Z�K�R���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\��
meet up to record plants in Glamorgan (v.c. 41). In practice, the eastern half of the vice-county has substantially 

�I�H�Z�H�U���U�H�F�H�Q�W���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���K�D�O�I�����V�R���R�X�U���I�R�F�X�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���¶�I�L�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�·���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���J�D�S�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���F�X�W-off 

point for the next BSBI Atlas in December 2019 (all our records of course also get passed to SEWBReC). However, 

�Z�H���D�O�V�R���S�O�D�F�H���D���O�R�W���R�I���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V���R�Q���W�K�H���¶�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�·���V�L�G�H���R�I���E�R�W�D�Q�\���² �V�R���Z�H�·�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�L�S�V��
and helping each other to get to grips with those more challenging groups! Find out more on our website 

(www.bsbi.org/glamorgan, where you can download all our excursion reports in full), or join us on Facebook. 

No GBG excursion is complete without a carefully-chosen 

lunch stop, although itõs not always in such dramatic 

scenery as on our June trip! © Karen Wilkinson. 

Bog Pimpernel (Anagallis tenella) at Pontycymer © David Barden Leafy rush (Juncus foliosus) © David Barden 

ôCompare-and-contrastõ is a great way of learning your botany, and just after our pub stop in Buarth Capel, 

one of our organisers Karen Wilkinson (centre) demonstrated the differences between three common 

ôdandelion-jobsõ (Compositae). Ê David Barden 


