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Welcome to the 26th issue of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders’ Newsletter! 
 
This Spring we have a wonderful edition for you. To get you inspired to record this summer Neville Davies recounts 
how he discovered a new fungi species for Wales (p4-5) and we have a summary of our other new to Wales species 
(p 6-7). There is plenty of pollinator content for spring with an update on the B-lines project from Buglife (p8-10), 
and items on wasps (p12-13), butterflies and bees (p16).  Plants in rural and urban ecosystems are covered; Colin 
Titcombe discusses the biodiversity of the Wye Valley Woodlands and the Livox Area (p24-25) and Jon Mortin gives 
us a summary of the City Nature Challenge (p26-27). Mammals (p3) and birds are also not forgotten - be sure to 
read Mark Evan’s inspiring article on monitoring a Raven roost for over 20 years (p18-19.  
 
You can get out in the field this summer as there are plenty of 
opportunities to get involved in surveying otters with South 
Wales Otter Trust (p3),  bats and invertebrates with Natur Am 
Byth! (p14-16) or set up your own local BeeWalk (p17). 
 
Keep an eye out on our social media or monthly email updates 
for  upcoming SEWBReC events, or use the fantastic new 
events calendar on our website to see other events going on 
in your area. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed towards the 
newsletter! 
 

Naomi Rich, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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World Otter Day 
 

Lee Jenkins 
 

South Wales Otter Trust has been busy since I last updated you all at the Recorders’ Forum! 

We are now 900+ strong and have been busy training more volunteer surveyors to survey a given stretch of 

watercourse once per month for basic otter signs (footprints, spraint etc).  We have been targeting areas with little or 

no records, recording the results and passing them on to SEWBReC. 

Wherever possible, survey areas are given close to where surveyors live to reduce our carbon footprint, but this has 

its own challenges! 

We are also now connected with and working with police Rural Crime Officers and have been assisting in various 

potential breaches of the legislation protecting our wild otters. These range from disturbance of holts and resting 

places to illegal traps and snares. Thankfully these are quite rare, but it’s important that we have a rapid system in 

place to be able to deal with these and prosecute possible offenders.  

If you suspect an illegal otter trap, disturbance to a holt or resting place (even if it’s development) you can contact 

SWOT admin, or dial 101 and ask for rural crime, or call the NRW incident line on 0300 065 3000. 

We have been awarded a grant for water testing equipment by the Brecon Beacons National Park, to allow us to test 

watercourses in and around the park.  This links into our surveyors areas, training and monitoring and of course lack 

of otter presence. The current situation of the pollution in the River Usk is extremely concerning and we are working 

with other stakeholders on this issue. 

On the 25th May it’s the International Otter Survival Fund (IOSF) World Otter Day, we are asking everyone who is 

competent in basic otter signs to get out on their local watercourse  and collect some records, which can be 

uploaded to SEWBReC. Please remember health and safety and public access, and enjoy the physical and mental 

health benefits of being outside. 

One last note from me, we are looking for a volunteer to help develop and run our website, if you can help please 

drop us a line at welshotter@yahoo.com. 

Thanks and happy ottering!! 

 

Banner: © South Wales Otter Trust. Otter © Jeff Chard 
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Yew never know - a first for Wales 
 
Neville Davies 
 
My love of nature stretches back for many years, instilled in me from an early age from walks with my late father, who 

was a keen wildlife lover. Birds have always been my main passion, but I also have an interest in animals, butterflies, 

plants and fungi amongst other things. I first got into studying fungi more in-depth, from being inspired by the lovely 

pictures in the Living Countryside magazine that came out in the early 90s, and seeing pictures of strange species just 

waiting to be found. My book collection of flora and fauna started to then grow, and there were some species of fungi in 

particular that I really wanted to see - Magpie Ink Cap, Cage Fungus, Earthstars, and Dog Stinkhorn to name a few. The 

last few years in particular have seen some great fungi finds for me, with Magpie Ink Caps being in abundance this year, 

and evoking fond memories of finding my first ever one on a walk with my father many years previously. Last year, in the 

same mixed woodland, I found a new species for my growing list, Dog Stinkhorns, a group of twenty-seven, and to say I 

was ecstatic would be an understatement. I didn't realise how tiny they were, so different to their taller, familiar (and very 

smelly) cousin, the Stinkhorn. 

 

Before I tell you about my most exciting find to date, two years ago I found a new species for my list, by chance I must 

confess, and one that had close to a thousand likes and re-tweets when I placed the pictures on Twitter. Let me paint the 

scene for you, the area in question is a limestone ridge extending across an area of high ground in Gwent, with mixed 

woodlands, ancient woodlands, open fields and damp areas, so there is a great mix of habitats. I am always listening out 

for and looking at the birds feeding, but also keeping an eye on the ground for plants (I have found some great species 

in the area including Bird's Nest Orchid, Frog Orchid, Yellow Bird's Nest and Ploughman's Spikenard to name a few). I also 

look out for fungi, on the ground, along branches, and in the grasses. Coming to the end of my walk on this one day, I 

walked off the beaten track as I tend to do, to explore deeper into the woods, and by chance glanced across at an old 

Hazel, where something caught my eye. I looked across and at first thought I saw a Curtain Crust fungus growing on one 

of the branches, but something made me walk over to look closer. I was so glad I did as I had just found the very rare 

Hazel Glove fungus. I was absolutely overjoyed and punching the air would not be an exaggeration. You could really see 

how it gets its name, it does indeed look like marigold gloves. I alerted SEWBReC to the find for their records. Since that 

day, I found another specimen in the same woodland but about a hundred yards away last year, whilst searching a new 

section of an ancient Hazel hedgerow, I was delighted to find a further seventeen specimens with six more in January of 

this year. 

 

Fast forward to 2021 along the same ridge, in the ancient mixed woodland, and I am enjoying an afternoon visit, 

searching for fungi. There are Chaffinches in good numbers, and Robins, Wrens, Nuthatches and Jays are all active, with a 

distant Great Spotted Woodpecker calling, and close by, our smallest resident bird, the Goldcrest, feeding actively in the 

canopy above me. I had a feeling this was going to be a good walk as a male Goshawk gave a quick fly-by view. Wood 

Sorrel leaves carpet small patches on the woodland floor and the leaves of the Beech trees are adding a gold colour to 

the floor, where the occasional fungi is poking through such as Rooting Shank. Mosses and lichens adjourn many of the 

trees, and fallen rotting branches are carpeted by Beech Woodwort, Beech Jellydisc, Artist's Fungus, Turkey Tail, Birch 

Polypore, Birch Mazegill and Sulphur Tuft to name a few. This particular woodland has many large ancient Oaks and 

Beech, and a scattering of Yews here and there. My late father always taught me to approach the Yews as quietly as 

possible, as on many an occasion there would be a roosting Tawny Owl in one of them. Even today, I approach the Yews 

in the same manner. 

 

Ganoderma carnosum © Neville Davies 

Left to right: Dog Stinkhorn, Magpie Ink Cap and Hazel Gloves. All pictures copyright of Neville Davies, walks leader, nature

https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com


 

 

But today will be a different day for me. I am approaching two Yews growing close together that I have been visiting for 

many years, on a slight slope, and deep within the woods. There are no owls roosting today but a fungi has caught my 

eye. It is a Ganoderma species, I could tell that straight away. Common Ganoderma (Artist's Fungus) grows on a lot of the 

Beech in the area, but I had never known it to grow on Yew. Besides, the colour was different, more of a conker colour 

than the dark underneath of Artist's Fungus. I took some photos but didn't think too much of it. Later at home I thought 

back to having never seen a Ganoderma species growing on Yew, so I googled this and to my surprise, a picture emerged 

of a conker-coloured bracket fungi called Ganoderma carnosum - and it stated it was a very rare fungus indeed. Indeed, it 

had been recorded at a site in Scotland and several sites in England, but never in Wales. Can you imagine my excitement, 

and my anxiety that it was not carnosum after all? But the more pictures I looked at on-line and in the books, all showed G. 

carnosum and all confirmed it grows on Yew, and apart from the occasional Sulphur Polypore (Chicken of the Woods), 

these are the only two species of fungi usually associated with Yew. 

 

One of the on-line sites said to alert Kew Gardens if this species was found which I duly did, and they advised speaking to 

a local fungi group to see if anyone could confirm the species via spore samples. So, after a bit of searching I emailed 

Roger Evans of the Gwent Fungus Group and sent him the pictures. He too thought it was carnosum and advised on how 

to get some spore samples. Several weeks later there were signs of spores being present, so I was able to carefully collect 

some and placed them into a small envelope, which I duly sent to Roger. There was an excited but anxious wait to hear 

what Roger had deduced. Roger lectured in Mycology and Microbiology in the University of London, and also spent a lot 

of time teaching students how to measure objects under the microscope, so I was confident the spores were in safe and 

knowledgeable hands. 

 

Finally, the wait was over, there was an email waiting for me from Roger. With anticipation I opened the email expecting it 

to say ‘sorry but on this occasion’, but I was wrong, the spore samples had been analysed and confirmed as Ganoderma 

carnosum – and the records had been checked as well – it was indeed a first for Wales. Can you just imagine my 

excitement and elation? It is such a proud moment when you find something rare, and I thought the Hazel Glove fungus 

find was going to be my top find, but this took centre stage. The next step was to submit the full record to the FRDBI (The 

Fungal Records Database of Britain and Ireland) - the main National Record Centre for Fungi, which Roger kindly did on 

my behalf complete with an ST code I provided for the location. My name is associated with the find now which makes me 

feel very proud. 

 

About Ganoderma carnosum 

 

Found in England and Scotland, it has not been formally recorded in Wales or Ireland as of 2015 according to the FRDBI, 

so you can appreciate my excitement at finding a first for Wales. The species was described scientifically in 1889 by French 

mycologist Narcisse Theophile Patouillard (1854 - 1926), who gave it the scientific name Ganoderma carnosum by which 

this bracket fungus is still generally known today. In Greek, the word Ganos means brightness or polished to a bright 

sheen, and derma means skin. The genus name Ganoderma makes reference to the lacquered appearance of the caps of 

these bracket fungi. Carnosum comes from the Latin carnem, and means fleshy. This perennial bracket grows up to 20cm 

across and up to 7cm thick, and is usually attached by a lateral stem 1 - 10cm long, and sometimes with an ascending 

downward-tapering stem. The upper surface is a bright reddish-brown with the stem being a similar colour. The infertile 

crust is often 'bumpy' with concentric grooves that are described as poorly delineated. When young, they are shiny (they 

reminded me of a colour similar to that of conkers), but as they mature they become darker. 

 

I am still visiting this special ancient Yew tree on my walks in that area of woodland, and the original three specimens have 

now increased to seven. Three smaller, conker-coloured specimens have emerged on the other side of the main trunk with 

the seventh specimen on a branch just above head height. I often ponder a new name for the species as carnosum does 

not really do it justice, so I have thought of a few ‘unofficial’ names such as Yew Bracket and Conker Bracket. But the moral 

of the story here is, Yew never know what is out there waiting to be found. 

Left to right: Dog Stinkhorn, Magpie Ink Cap and Hazel Gloves. All pictures copyright of Neville Davies, walks leader, nature talks, newspaper 

columnist and author. @ecology_cymru  wildmajorca@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/ecology_cymru
mailto:wildmajorca@gmail.com


 

 

New to Wales species for SEWBReC! 
 
Elaine Wright, SEWBReC 
 

Our wonderful Welsh wildlife continues to pop up in unexpected places – 

including some new additions to the Welsh fauna and funga! 

 

 

In October 2021, a fungus found by Neville Davies in Gwent was confirmed 

as Ganoderma carnosum, a bracket fungus not previously recorded in 

Wales. This species is being mostly found on Yew (Taxus baccata) in UK 

despite using Fir (Albies) as a host in most countries. Identification was 

confirmed by Roger Evans of Gwent Fungus Group, using spore analysis. 

Also In October, Oak Rustic Dryobota labecula was recorded in Caldicot by 
Austin Rice - a species that has been spreading across southern England 
since 1991 and is now in Wales.  
 
A potentially unwelcome first for Wales is an October record of the Elm 
Zigzag Sawfly, Aproceros leucopoda, spotted in Penarth by Annie Irving. 
Originally from Asia this non-native species arrived in England in 2017 and 
is a potential threat to Elm trees - its spread through Britain is being 
monitored by Forest Research.  
 
George Tordoff has had great success finding new to Wales species 
recently. These include the tortricid moth Eudemis porphyrana, trapped in 
Cardiff in August 2021, and the picture winged fly Tephritis divisa, seen at 
Lavernock Point in October.  
 

In December 2021 George found Cosmopterix scribaiella, a new micro moth 

for Wales, at Gwent Wildlife Trust’s Magor Marsh Reserve. This tiny species 

mines the leaves of Phragmites. In January the micro moth Phyllonorycter 

 

Editors note: see page 4-5 for Neville’s article on Ganoderma carnosum 

New to Wales harvestman species Platybunus pinetorum © Paul Parsons 

Ganoderma carnosum © Neville Davies 

Oak rustic Dryobata labecula © Austin Rice 

Elm zigzag sawfly Aproceros leucopoda © Annie Irving 



 

 

ulicicolella was discovered at Barry Island, the leafmines of which were 

spotted in the stem of Common Gorse. The most recent discovery by 

George was the micro moth Selania laplastriana at Summerhouse Point, the 

larvae of which were found in the side shoots of some Wild Cabbage. 

 

In January 2022, the fungus gnat Greenomyia mongolica was spotted in 

Creigiau by Howard Burt. First recorded in UK in 2007, this species has not 

previously been found in Wales. 

 

An exciting new arrival to Wales was the European Orchard Bee (Osmia 

cornuta), spotted in Monmouth by Roger Ruston in March. This species first 

arrived in the UK in 2017 and has so far been mostly seen in London, with a 

few scattered records in the rest of southern Britain. Osmia cornuta is very 

keen on bee hotels, so worth keeping an eye out for in gardens.  

 

The prettiest new species to Wales (in my opinion!) is the Harvestman 

Platybunus pinetorum, spotted by Paul Parsons in Llangynwyd (see the cover 

photo). This forest dwelling species was first recorded in the UK in 2010, 

with records mostly found in Scotland and northern England. The south 

Wales record is a significant jump in distribution, indicating the species is 

probably going unrecorded elsewhere in Wales. 

 

James McGill and Richard Gallon went out on a spider hunt in March, 

particularly looking for two rare Centromerus species in the Wye Valley. They 

found females of both species (Centromerus serratus and Centromerus 

cavernarum) at both Wyndcliff Woods and Lady Park Woods. The spiders 

were living in small webs under large limestone rocks surrounded by Beech 

litter. These are the first Welsh records for both species, plus this could be 

the first time C. cavernarum has been photographed alive (no Google 

images of it anyway!). Centromerus serratus is Nationally Rare & Endangered 

and Centromerus cavernarum is Nationally Rare & Near Threatened.  

 
 

 

SEWBReC Recorders’ Grant Scheme 
Naomi Rich, SEWBBReC 

If you feel inspired by these excellent records and want to enhance 

your own species identification skills but feel that you do not have 

the financial means to do so, the Recorders’ Grant Scheme is here 

to help. Since the scheme started in 2020 we have already given 

out over £7,500 in funds.  

Grants of up to £500 are available for recording related expenses 

such as training courses, running workshops or equipment includ-

ing identification guides, moth traps and microscopes.  

This year we have streamlined our application form and added a 

scheme specifically for books and field guides. Learn more and 

download an application form our website at  

www.sewbrec.org.uk/grant. 

© Annie Irving 

Greenomyia mongolica © Howard Burt 

European Orchard Bee Osmia cornuta © Roger Ruston 

Cosmopterix scribaiella © George Tordoff 

Phyllonorycter ulicicolella © George Tordoff Centromerus cavernarum © Richard Gallon 

© SEWBReC 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/grant


 

 

An update on the Neath Port Talbot B-Lines project 
 
Emily Shaw 
 
Buglife Cymru was awarded funding by the National Lottery Heritage Fund in October 2020 to deliver an exciting new B-

Lines project in Neath Port-Talbot (NPT). The project is part of Buglife’s wider B-Lines initiative that aims to develop a UK-

wide network of wildflower-rich areas to address the decline in insect pollinators such as bees, wasps, butterflies, moths 

and hoverflies. 

 

A very busy year and a half into our 3 year project, read on for a snapshot update on the B-Lines project so far!  

 

Our partnership work 

 

Working in partnership with Swansea 

University, we have been undertaking 

various habitat management works on 

Crymlyn Burrows SSSI to remove large 

areas of Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa), 

an invasive non-native species which is 

present across the dunes. Its removal 

will help to create more diverse plant 

communities and bare-ground habitat 

supporting important pollinator 

populations on the dunes. One year on, 

it has been fantastic to see natural 

colonisation of native wildflowers such 

as Evening Primrose, Kidney Vetch, 

Bird’s Foot-Trefoil, Common Restharrow 

and Dewberry. 

 

An impressive 2,500 wildflower plugs, sourced from Celtic 

Wildflowers were planted by a team of  volunteers from the 

university and Natural Resources Wales staff  to create a 

pollinator trail that runs through the Swansea Bay Campus.   

 

It’s been a joy to work with the Woodland Trust and their 

volunteers at Brynau Farm to restore large areas of semi-

improved grassland back to wildflower-rich meadow. On 

what we call ‘the Mole field’, mounds that had been planted 

with whips were scarified and seeded experimentally with 

locally sourced brush-harvested wildflower seed in attempt 

to supress grass growth. Over a few very windy weekends, a 

group of unfazed volunteers sowed a Yellow Rattle seed mix 

harvested from Hafod Wennol SSSI, also a coronation 

meadow, to create over 1ha of species-rich grassland. Future 

plans include increasing the diversity of the woodland rides 

and glades, creating bee banks and marginal planting 

around wetland areas. 

Left, the Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa) patch at Crymlyn Burrows SSSI before 

removal and right, after removal. 

Wildflower plug planting with volunteers at Swansea Bay 

Campus. 

Left, experimental seeding of mounds, middle and right, sowing Yellow Rattle. 



 

 

 

 

The project has been working with local housing associations to improve the management and diversity of their grassland 

verges. A number of verges owned by Tai Tarian in Sandfields were plug planted by staff and volunteers to enhance their 

diversity. These verges have been established as no mow areas to be allowed to flourish each spring and summer as 

‘stepping-stones’ for pollinators.  

 

A new partnership with Church in Wales has enabled us to identify church grounds within the B-Lines that can be better 

managed for pollinators and other wildlife. St Catharine’s Church in Baglan have admirably made the move to manage 

their grassland as meadow through community rake-off days twice a year in the autumn and spring. We can’t wait to see 

what pops up in the meadow this summer!  

 

Working with communities and schools 

 

To help raise awareness of pollinators in local communities across Neath Port Talbot,  local consultancy Nature on your 

Doorstep has been instrumental in delivering a series of exciting family-friendly nature walks in Baglan Burrows, Crymlyn 

Burrows, Craig Gwladys, Gnoll Park and Eaglebush Valley Woods.  

 

Through a combination of outdoor and online art workshops, artist Tom Maloney has been working with two primary 

schools in Sandfields: Ysgol Gynradd Rhosafan and Sandfields Primary School to develop animations in English and Welsh 

using the children’s artwork and voices to tell the story of B-Lines and how you can get involved.  

 

 

Following Tom’s outdoor beach workshop with Sandfields 

Primary School last summer, we shared the school’s wildflower 

meadow designs with local councillors and NPT Council’s 

Biodiversity Team. Plans are now underway to create a 

pollinator trail along the Aberavon Seafront! 

 

We had a wonderful day engaging with over 70 people at 

Swansea Science Festival last autumn. Our workshops 

centered around raising awareness of B-Lines and pollinators, 

including  the first trial of our interactive ‘Pollinator Passport 

Challenge’ game which highlights the different pressures that 

pollinators are facing. 

 

 

 

 

 

BeeWalk transects 

 

We have teamed up with our friends at Bumblebee Conservation Trust to offer a series of free BeeWalk and bumblebee 

identification workshops to increase the bumblebee monitoring effort in Neath Port Talbot which is home to the rare Shrill 

Carder Bee (Bombus sylvarum). With the help of Swansea University staff, Woodland Trust volunteers and enthusiastic 

residents, we have successfully set up three new BeeWalk monitoring transects in Baglan Moors, Crymlyn Burrows SSSI, 

and Brynau Farm.  We have still yet to encounter the Shrill Carder Bee (Bombus sylvarum) in NPT but we did spot two 

Brown-Banded Carder Bee (Bombus humilis) queens during our training session at Crymlyn Burrows! 

  

Left and middle, plug planting, and right, a community rake-off at St Catharine’s Church, Baglan. 

A showing of the B-Lines animation at Swansea 

Science Festival 

A
ll
 i
m

a
g

e
s 

©
 B

u
g

li
fe

 



 

 

Finally - welcome aboard Tom Bucher-Flynn, our newest 

member of the Buglife Cymru team, who amongst other 

things will be working on the NPT B-Lines project. 

 

Get involved 

We have number of volunteering and training opportunities 

including BeeWalk training, POMs Fit Count training and 

wellbeing and nature walks and conservation task days.  For 

more information and to join our project mailing list, 

contact Emily Shaw at Emily.shaw@buglife.org.uk or stay 

tuned via our twitter page: @BuglifeCymru  

 

 

 

 

 

We need your help! 

Do you own or manage land within the Neath Port Talbot B-Line?  We need your help! Please get in touch - we can 

provide support and advice on restoring and creating meadows.  

 

Help us create B-Lines and add your pollinator project to our Wales B-Lines Map: https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-

lines/b-lines-wales/. 

 

Find out more here: www.buglife.org.uk/projects/neath-port-talbot-b-lines. 

 

 

Brown-Banded Carder Bee (Bombus humulis) 

queen at Crymlyn Burrows, June 2021 © Buglife 

New non-native Springtail 

 
Graham Watkeys 
 

Collembola (or Springtails) are perhaps the most numerous group of invertebrates in the UK with thousands, if not tens 

of thousands, often being present in each cubic metre of soil and that number doesn’t include tree canopy and dead 

wood dwelling species.   They are small, often subterranean, and terribly easy to move around so unintentional 

introductions are unfortunately inevitable.  One such alien species has started to turn up in the UK recently.    

As with many newly discovered non-native species its taxonomy is confused and poorly understood, hence it is currently 

known as Entomobrya nr imitabilis (or in other words the Entomobrya that looks like imitabilis). Entomobrya imitabilis 

itself is thought to be a Chinese species which is only described from a single specimen hence the continued doubt 

about the true identity of our examples.   

The animal itself is rather beautifully marked and should be highly recognisable if you happen to come across any.  I 

have found two separate examples in my garden, one in 2019 (on a windowsill) and the second in April of this year (in a 

compost bin).   In fact if anyone does find some, all records and importantly any specimens if you have the equipment to 

collect them for examination and/or genetic bar-coding, would be very happily received by the recording scheme 

organiser. 

As it’s not yet possible to record this via SEWBReCORD due to its taxonomic uncertainty do also contact SEWBReC 

directly with any records.   

To contact the Recording Scheme please email Peter Shaw:  pja_shaw@yahoo.com 

 Entomobrya nr imitabilis © Graham Watkeys 

mailto:Emily.shaw@buglife.org.uk
https://twitter.com/BuglifeCymru
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/our-work/b-lines/b-lines-wales/
http://www.buglife.org.uk/projects/neath-port-talbot-b-lines
mailto:pja_shaw@yahoo.com


 

 

 
Have you seen a Curlew 
away from the coast? 
 
Julian Hughes, Curlew Wales Project 
 

 

Gylfinir Cymru/Curlew Wales, a partnership of organisations 

working to secure the future of Curlews as a breeding bird in 

Wales, is asking for recorders’ help by reporting sightings from 

anywhere in Wales during the breeding season (March-July). The 

information will be used to assess their numbers and improve 

their conservation prospects. The Curlew, with its long legs, large 

brown body and long, down-curved bill, is one of the most iconic 

and easily recognised birds of the Welsh landscape. Its distinct 

and evocative spring 'cour-eee' call, from which it gets its 

common English name, is fast becoming rare. Since 1993, the 

population in Wales has fallen by over 90% and is falling by 5% 

every year, with country-level extinction threatened by 2033. The 

population is now estimated to be 400-600 breeding pairs.. 

 

LERC Wales, as a member of Gylfinir Cymru, is helping to co-

ordinate the records and ensure these are available to 

organisations working on the ground. If you see Curlews away 

from the coast during March to July, please submit the details to 

SEWBReCORD, the LERC Wales app or the all-Wales portal 

managed by the North Wales LERC, Cofnod, at bit.ly/

curlewcymru. For more about the work of the group, visit the 

Curlew Wales website: https://www.curlewwales.org/.  

 

       

Curlew at Porthcawl © Paul Denning 

You may have spotted our website has 
had a facelift! 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/ 

 

We have some new features, including a 
page dedicated to free online species ID 
resources: with over 250 links:  

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/recorder-
resources 

 

There is also a table of local experts for 
each group:  

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/specialists 

 

Happy recording! 

 
Check out our new website! 
 
SEWBReC 

https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.cofnod.org.uk/LinkInfo?ID=12
https://www.cofnod.org.uk/LinkInfo?ID=12
https://www.curlewwales.org/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/recorder-resources
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/recorder-resources
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/specialists
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/


 

 

Adventures in the world of wasps 
 
 

Colin Titcombe 
 
For the purpose of this article the word ‘wasp’ refers to the social, paper-making wasps of Gwent. My most recent book on 
insects put the number of British species at nine, one of which does not make a nest (the Cuckoo wasp Vespula austriaca). Of 
these I will, here, be mostly concerned with just two species – the Common wasp (Vespula vulgaris) and the German wasp 
(Vespula germanica), although the nest of a Norwegian wasp (Dolichovespula norwegica) is also shown among the images.  
 

My first memory of wasps comes from the time of my early childhood when I was five or six years old. I wandered down into 
the Cherry Tree Field at Brockwells Farm (Caerwent), and up onto the bank close to the Upper Rodge Wood. Here I was 
subjected to the attack of angry wasps. I had walked over their underground nest and they had responded in predictable 
fashion. My obvious reaction should have been to run away, but, unaccustomed to such an attack, I simply stood here stamping 
my feet and swatting them until, finally, the reality hit home and I made a run for it. I had, of course, received multiple stings – I 

don’t know how many, I wasn’t keeping records at that time! 
 
My second recollection of ‘wasps’ probably came from some time in the mid 1950’s. In our kitchen at the time a female House 
spider (Tegenaria sp.) lived in a web in the corner of the window near the sink. Despite my mother’s fear of spiders she made a 
‘pet’ of this one and used to throw dead flies into the web which the spider eagerly took advantage of. Whether the spider was 

able to extract any nourishment from these corpses I do not know but she certainly welcomed them. One day my mother found 
a dead wasp and tossed that onto the web. The spider dashed out with obvious enthusiasm, but, on seeing the wasp, stopped 
short and dashed back into her lair as fast as she had left it. Later, very cautiously, the spider came back out and tested the 
ground. The wasp was obviously not alive and so, very gingerly, she cut the web around it so that it fell to the window-sill 
below, repaired the web and retreated to her lair once more. The wasp’s warning colouration / markings had obviously caused 

the spider to adopt precautionary tactics.  
 
During the course of my life I have been stung by the wasps many times, a consequence of working in the countryside, but 
during my time working in forestry I suffered my most memorable assault. It was while I was ‘weeding’ a young plantation of 

conifers in Wentwood that I cut into a wasp’s nest, and this resulted in a wasp stinging me in the eye-ball. It was painful, very 
painful, but perhaps not as painful or serious as might be expected. The pain was due more to the wasp’s impact with my eye, 
rather than its sting.  
 
When it comes to feeding their larvae, wasps are predatory on other invertebrates. To the older generation of country people a 

good year for wasps was always a good year for craneflies (Tipula sp.) and vice-versa, but wasps have their predators too. 
 
Despite their very intimidating stings they are eagerly sought by both Honey buzzards and Badgers. I have no experience with 
the former in Gwent, having seen these enigmatic birds only on foreign birding trips. In the case of the Badger, however, their 
common-place predations on under-ground wasp-nests during the summer months is noted every year. In the summer of 2015 

I made a special effort to evaluate the extent of these predations. For this, I chose an area of woodland c. 400 metres by 100 

metres which lay close to an active Badger sett. Between the 21st June and the 28th July of that year fourteen wasp-nests were 

plundered by the Badgers within the boundary of the study area. Within the bounds of this same area I was unable to find 

any wasp-nests which had not been located and excavated by the Badgers. Their predations were very efficient indeed.  

German Wasp Vespula germanica, Cardiff © Liam Olds 



 

 
 

Left:  Social wasp pupae. Middle: Large wasp nest on the vertical Usk riverbank at Pant-Y-Goitre. Right: An excavated 

Left:  Depending on the type of wood-fibre available, the nest can be a thing of great beauty. Upper right: The beginning of a wasp 
colony, the initial nest made in the spring by the queen. Middle right: As the colony develops the workers take over the nest building 
duties, collecting wood fibre to produce the nest-paper. Lower right: The nest of a Norwegian wasp (Dolichovespula norwegica), 
characteristically situated in a thorny Pyracantha bush.  Images above © Colin Titcombe. 



 

 

Natur am Byth! 
Adfer rhywogaethau dan fygythiad yng Nghymru. 

Saving Wales’ threatened species. 

 

Natur am Byth! Central Team & Project Development Officers 
 

(‘Natur am Byth!’ translates into English as ‘Nature Forever!’ referencing the popular phrase ‘Cymru am Byth / Wales 

Forever’ that resounds across rugby pitches and national events in Wales) 

The ‘Natur am Byth!’ partnership unites nine environmental charities and Natural Resources Wales to deliver the country’s 

largest natural heritage and outreach programme to save species from extinction and reconnect people to nature.  

Supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Welsh Government, never before has a partnership of so many 

voluntary organisations and the Welsh statutory environment body worked together in this way to tackle the nature 

emergency.  The 10 ‘core’ partners are Amphibian & Reptile Conservation; Bat Conservation Trust; Buglife; Bumblebee 

Conservation Trust; Butterfly Conservation; Plantlife; Marine Conservation Society; Natural Resources Wales; RSPB Cymru; 

Vincent Wildlife Trust.  Many other organisations, communities and landowners are working with the project to enable 

plans for conservation and engagement activity across Wales.   

The programme has to happen now, in the wake of Covid-19, for its importance in delivering the Green Recovery agenda 

to support local wellbeing via connection to nature.  Skills development will create a new wave of nature ambassadors 

and celebrate ‘Cynefin’ – the distinct natural heritage that underpins communities across Wales.  Our partnership will 

inject much needed capacity into the natural heritage sector, building organisational resilience to demonstrate how to 

save threatened species.  This need for investment has been recognised by Welsh Government with a commitment to 

NaB from the First Minister and cash funding supporting our development phase. 

 

Heritage 

Partners have identified species facing the greatest threat of extinction and of particular importance to Wales informed 

by the Environment (Wales) Act section 7 list, in consultation with natural heritage experts across Wales and the UK.  

We’ve mapped these species against themes and identified landscapes and coastal areas where we can target our 

heritage and engagement programme.  The 18-month development phase will be used to consult with communities, 

landowners and delivery partners to co-produce detailed plans for our engagement and conservation action in the 

anticipated delivery phase.  

NaB is unique in that we’re integrating terrestrial and marine management issues, supporting vulnerable marine species 

as well as those on land and freshwater.  Our areas of focus are the Llŷn peninsula and Anglesey; Pembrokeshire; Gower 

and Swansea City; Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend; Vale of Glamorgan, Cardiff and Newport Gwent Levels; Snowdonia; 

Powys; Wrexham.  In most of these areas we will employ an integrated multi-taxon approach to deliver multiple benefits 

for rare species.  Some locations represent isolated populations of species on the brink of extinction.   
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Vision & Outcomes 

For our 20-year vision we see a future for Wales where people and wildlife flourish together in recovering habitats.   

People from all walks of life will feel that they belong in, benefit from and care for nature. Organisations across the fabric 

of Welsh society will work together to care for nature and value the benefits their community get from it.  We’ll have a 

resilient nature conservation, environment and land management sector that collaborates widely to make a bigger 

difference for species as part of healthy ecosystems.   

As a result of our programme we will have:  

• Put the risks to threatened species on the agenda and shown why it matters 

• Demonstrated how to save our nation’s most endangered species and helped them to recover through resilient 

ecosystems 

• Inspired people in Wales from all walks of life to take action and mobilised diverse communities to care for the 

wildlife on their doorstep 

• Helped a new wave of conservation ambassadors and practitioners to emerge 

• Collaborated to find solutions to the most pressing issues for species conservation in Wales 

Engagement 

Our three priority engagement strands of ‘Resilient Sector’; ‘Re-thinking the way we see species’ and ‘Community 

Empowerment’ will ensure we influence our domains of change.  We must employ new solutions to expand beyond our 

usual audiences and ensure that a wider range of people are involved in heritage.  To create lasting change, NaB will 

consult and engage to understand communities better, promote wellbeing via connection to nature and find the 

relevance of rare species to the people of Wales.  Via our communications programme, engagement and volunteer 

activities we will bring species to life with strong immersive activities that develop long term relationships with new 

audiences and build upon the value that Welsh culture and language places on the natural world. We’ll work with creative 

industries, delivery partners and our own small community grants scheme to ensure our programme is accessible to all, 

with an emphasis on inclusion and targeting communities in areas of multiple deprivation to ensure a Green Recovery 

from Covid-19. 

Budget 

We have secured £932k development phase funding from NLHF with match funding from Welsh Government and cash 

contributions from the partnership.  Our delivery phase application to NLHF is scheduled for Feb 2023 to bring our total 

request from NLHF to £5m towards an overall programme budget of £8m. £1.5m match funding has been secured from 

NRW towards the delivery phase, with the remainder to be fundraised from charitable income, public sector grants and 

corporate sponsorship. 

The final budget and transformative potential of the project will be dependent on the amount of additional funding the 

partnership secures to match the NLHF grant.  Delivery phase applications to NLHF are competitive, but if successful the 4

-year delivery phase would commence in Sept 2023 running to autumn 2027. 

 

Natur am Byth! projects in the SEWBReC area: 
 

Swansea Bay Stars of the Night (Swansea, Gower, Neath Port Talbot) 

This project will focus on Lesser Horseshoe Bats in the Swansea Bay area. The increase in urbanisation with associated 

light pollution has restricted the locations where these bats are able to move between the Gower and elsewhere.  The 

population on Gower is thought to be genetically separated, possibly isolated from other populations, and is considered 

to be vulnerable.  The main aims of the Natur am Byth! project are: 

• Raise the profile of Lesser Horseshoe Bats on the Gower. 

• Take bats and nature to local urban communities, in particular minority communities and individuals. 

• Tackle the features of urbanisation which are causing the populations to falter and find solutions which will help 

the bats move in and out of the Gower.   

• Lead the way on lighting and bats/wildlife, and address the issue of urban light spill in a provisional Dark Sky area.  

Get involved in the project by volunteering to undertake bat surveys and sound analysis; training other volunteers; 

supporting bat walks, talks and other bat themed activities and events.   

Contact: Rebecca Wright-Davies (rwrightdavies@bats.org.uk)  

 

 

mailto:rwrightdavies@bats.org.uk


 

 

Swansea Bay Coast, Commons & Communities Project (Swansea Bay) 

2022 is a pivotal year – for our climate and for nature.  Let’s step up and stand up together to make things better in 

whatever way we can.  Our project hopes to see you, your local community, wildlife and all, thrive.  We want to hear about 

the places in Swansea Bay special to you (and how we might make them bigger, better and better connected) and any 

groups that you are part of that are creating connections for you or your friends. Our strength is in our communities. 

Working across the Swansea Bay we will be looking to undertake targeted conservation work for 13 species that are 

literally on the edge – from our coastline to our commons.  As a recorder or someone interested in our wonderful and 

unique wildlife, whatever your skills, we want to hear your voice and want you to be involved in shaping our work.   

Drop David an email to say hello, or if you are interested in joining any of the following events: 

• June (tbc) Strandline Beetle surveying training  

• July (tbc) Fen Raft Spider walk and Talks (Tenant Canal/Pant y Sais) 

• August  (tbc) – Walking the Commons (Gower) 

• August 18th – Bats of Clyne Woods (Family friendly) 

• September - Goldilock Aster walk & record (Port Eynon) 

Contact: David Kilner (david.kilner@buglife.org.uk) 

 

Shrill carder bee (Gwent Levels, Kenfig, Castlemartin peninsula) 

Our aim is to protect the Shrill Carder Bee, the most threatened bumblebee in England and Wales. The Shrill Carder Bee is 

now found in just three isolated populations across south Wales – in the Gwent Levels, around Kenfig and on the 

Castlemartin peninsula. Poor land management practices have put pressure on this small, easily recognisable bee – and 

populations are now genetically isolated from each other, creating a risk of inbreeding and local extinction. It’s important 

for us to get a clear picture of exactly where Shrill Carder Bees are currently thriving, and we need better data to help 

inform our conservation efforts. Through our work we will engage with landowners, providing advice and guidance to 

create the floristically rich habitats needed to help Shrill Carder Bee populations recover. 

Contact: Lawrence Harris (lawrence.harris@bumblebeeconservation.org)  

 

High Brown Fritillary (Vale of Glamorgan) 

The High Brown Fritillary is Great Britain’s most threatened butterfly species, and the butterfly showing the greatest level of 

historical decline across both Wales and the rest of the UK (with a 96% decrease in its distribution). Only a single colony/

population remains in Wales, with the species having been restricted to the Old Castle Down and Cwm Alun in the Vale of 

Glamorgan for some time. As such, the species is highly vulnerable to extinction and is listed as being of high priority in 

the Butterfly Conservation Wales Conservation Strategy 2025. Key tasks within the Natur am Byth! project are to:  

• Identify and develop community engagement opportunities across a wide range of communities, both urban and 

rural, thus helping to increase the number of those communities and people involved in protecting and conserving 

the High Brown Fritillary, increasing the capacity and effectiveness of conservation work in the Alun Valley and 

wider landscapes and creating a legacy beyond the end of the project. 

• Review habitat and High Brown Fritillary requirements in the light of climate and other environmental changes 

using expertise under specialist advice contracts. 

• Build positive working relationships with landowners, graziers, communities and partner organisations to encourage 

and inspire landowners and graziers to enter management agreements to deliver outcomes and provide a positive 

legacy. 

• Identify new opportunities to secure and boost the population of Wales’s rarest butterflies. 

Wildlife recorders, enthusiasts and ecologists could all help the project by taking part in habitat maintenance during the 

winter months, habitat monitoring surveys in spring and helping with the butterfly counts in the summer. There are 

rewarding opportunities for all levels of experience, expertise and ability.  

Contact: Dot Williams (dwilliams@butterfly-conservation.org) 

 

mailto:david.kilner@buglife.org.uk
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mailto:dwilliams@butterfly-conservation.org
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Ravens at the Roost 
 
Mark Evans 

 

As some may recall from a previous article, I have for several years, been monitoring a hill top Raven roost above the Cynon and Taff 

valleys and over that time, I have witnessed several changes in the number of birds using the roost and their behaviour. Recently 

however, a quite significant change in the roost and its practical implications for monitoring has prompted a rethink about the 

equipment I use. 

 

Firstly, to provide a background to what follows, here is a summary of the roost and my monitoring of it to date: 

In late 2000, I accidentally discovered the roost, which was situated in a Spruce plantation, between Abernant in the Cynon valley and 

the Blaencanaid area of Merthyr Tydfil. Having paid it a dusk visit to watch the Ravens arrive to roost, I realised that due to the 

protracted nature of their arrival and their tendency to spend ages engaged in aerobatics and general milling about, which though 

very entertaining, made counting them a nightmare. I tried visiting at dawn and found it much easier to count them as they were 

then focussed mainly on leaving the roost and flying directly to a nearby refuse tip for breakfast. 

I decided to try to make regular counts of them over the span of a year, beginning in January 2001 and as the roost was on the 

Merthyr Tydfil side of the border, I named the roost after the nearby Blaencanaid farm. Unfortunately, having made a small number 

of fortnightly counts, early in 2001, it was all brought to a halt by the foot and mouth epidemic. 

 

With the epidemic eventually over and the forestry open once more, I resumed my dawn visits and by the beginning of 2002, I felt I 

had got the measure of their habits, when departing the roost and so 2002 became my first full year of what were then fortnightly 

counts. However, despite the discomfort of sitting for a couple of hours in the pre-dawn cold (chilly, even on most summer 

mornings) and the early starts, I found that by the end of that first year I was hooked, so decided to continue counting them, to see 

how 2003 compared to 2002, little realising that in 2022, I would still be at it. In the first three years, I continued with fortnightly 

counts, but that became a strain at times, so I then reduced it to monthly visits and have been doing it on a monthly basis from then 

on.  

I hadn’t realised it at the time, but when I first discovered the roost, the Ravens were in the process of moving to another roost site. 

The new site was a Lodgepole Pine plantation, adjacent to the previous one, separated from it only by a wide break in the forest, 

where pylons were routed through. The Lodgepole Pines were still on the Merthyr Tydfil side of the border, but near the top of the 

ridge, so exposed to the prevailing S. Westerly winds, but protected by a shelter belt of Larch. 

 

I continued to make monthly counts of the Blaencanaid roost from a spot very close to it until in 2011, due to Phytophthora 

ramorum, the Larch shelter belt was felled and over the following winter, a large proportion of the roost’s pines succumbed to the 

West and S. Westerly gales. The Ravens remained there however, but they changed their routes when flying out of the roost, making 

it impossible for me to continue counting them from my original spot, so I found a new one further away from the roost and under 

the flight path of the Ravens as they flew from the roost to the tip, so was able to continue counting them. 

 

That remained the situation until 2020, when I began to notice that some of the Ravens seemed to be roosting at another site, 

around a kilometre closer to the refuse tip and in 2021, I sometimes found that the whole of the roost’s population had roosted 

there, so I decided to try counting from closer to that roost site instead. That has proved both successful and frustrating, as though I 

am once more close to the roost site, I have found counting them there very difficult. 

 

Throughout the years of counting the Ravens using the roost, I have had the problem of trying to see black birds against a very dark 

sky, in the earlier stages of their pre-dawn exodus from the roost site. I have found ways around that problem, such as using 7x50 

binoculars, rather than my usual 8x32 pair, to increase the amount of light reaching my eyes and avoiding attempting a count in 

weather conditions that reduce contrast in the scene, such as mist or rain. I have also been lucky in that I have nearly always been 

able to view them against the N. Eastern to Eastern sky, which tends to show twilight earlier than the rest of the sky, especially spring 

to autumn so I have managed to maintain fairly accurate counts until recently.  

 

For the first 20 years of monitoring the roost, it was positioned on top of a hill and I was usually able to find a spot that allowed me 

to view them against the pre-dawn twilight mentioned above, but when the Ravens moved to the new roost site, in 2021, I found 

they could only be viewed from one spot and are then seen against the N. Western sky, which is amongst the darkest part of the 

whole sky. This created a problem for me, in that when the first groups of them fly out well before dawn, they are invisible against  



 

 

 

 

 

 

that dark portion of the sky, so I can only hear them flying by me. This was frustrating, as it was, obviously lowering the accuracy of 

the counts. I tried all the tricks and dodges I had learned over the years, but nothing allowed me to see those early Ravens, so I began 

looking into night vision equipment, to see if any of that would be suitable.  

 

I began looking at ordinary night vision “binoculars”, which are actually a night sensitive video camera and an infrared illuminator, so 

monocular; the scene viewable on a small LCD screen at the back. Trawling through user reviews of this type of equipment eventually 

convinced me that it wouldn’t be suitable, so I looked at the more expensive option, which is based on image intensifier tubes and the 

binocular version of those being true binoculars, are so much easier to use in  the situation I found myself, with flocks of Ravens flying 

past and over the top of me at speed, in darkness. I chose a pair which seemed suitable and had good reviews, but then there was the 

not insignificant matter of the price: £527.00. After some soul searching, I decided that as they would mainly be used just for the 

Raven counts I couldn’t justify the cost and so more or less abandoned the idea; that is until I mentioned it to a friend of mine, Emma 

Williams and she persuaded me to apply for an equipment grant from SEWBReC. I made enquiries and then applied successfully, for a 

£500.00 grant, which allowed me to purchase them. They arrived the day before my next planned Raven count, at the beginning of 

April and despite having had little chance to practice with them, I found them pretty easy to use and the view through them was a 

revelation. The scene is rendered in shades of green and black and what was almost complete darkness to the naked eye was revealed 

at the brightness of early dusk, so I was able to see not only the trees of the roost, but the Ravens sitting amongst the branches near 

the front. When they flew out, I was able to spot the groups of birds, then follow and count them as they flew past, otherwise invisible. 

I even managed to distinguish the Ravens from the Carrion Crows that were flying out of the roost with them. After around 20 minutes 

of counting using the night vision binoculars, it had become light enough for me to swap over to my conventional binoculars and 

naked eye to carry on the count, but in that 20 minutes, I had counted 91 Ravens that I would otherwise missed and as the total 

counted that morning was 197, it was a considerable portion of the roost population, so the value of the equipment was confirmed in 

no uncertain terms. 

 

As for the Ravens; a change in policy by Rhondda Cynon Taf C.B.C, regarding refuse disposal and recycling has meant that almost no 

food waste now enters the tip and so the main focal point for the roost’s population is now gone. During the summer months, 

breeding pairs and their fledged young join the roost, greatly swelling the size of its population, as can be seen in the chart below, 

and though this still happens, the recent lack of that once abundant food has caused a decline in the number of pairs visiting in the 

summer.  

 

This is a pity, as now gone are the spectacular numbers of just a few years ago and also diminished is the value the roost seemed to 

have had (it still does to some extent) as a social gathering for these highly intelligent birds. For several years, I wondered why, when 

the breeding pairs brought their young to the roost, they only stayed at peak numbers for a couple of months and then they left. I 

would have expected them, once there, to remain near that a source of food until the breeding pairs needed to leave again, late 

winter. Eventually having pondered the problem and based on the abundant vocal interaction that can be heard in the roost and away 

from it, I theorised that the breeding pairs were bringing their offspring to the roost mainly for social reasons and that the abundant 

food available at the tip was able 

to support that great temporary 

swelling of the population. 

However, once whatever social 

purpose the visit was intended 

for had been achieved, the 

breeding pairs, with their 

offspring in tow, gradually left, as 

late summer and autumn arrived. 

This still goes on, but with far 

fewer pairs visiting in the 

summer. 

 

Although the tip has little food 

available, the Ravens are still loyal 

to their roost, though nowadays 

they disperse each morning, 

often flying several miles to find 

more natural food and gather 

again in the evening.  

As can be seen in the chart, 

below, the roost is in decline, due 

mainly to the loss of an abundant 

food source, making the large 

summer gatherings no longer 

tenable but the core population 

of non breeders remains more or 

less the same as it always has, so 

as long as the roost exists and I 

am able to get to it, I will 

continue to make my monthly 

counts and document its 

changing fortunes. 

 

 
Top left image: Part of the old Raven roost © Mark Evans. Top right image: Raven © Naomi Rich 



 

 

SEWBReC Business Update 
 
Adam Rowe, SEWBReC Chief Executive Officer 
 

We have all now been living with the Covid-19 pandemic for over two years, but I am pleased to report that SEWBReC’s 

business has continued to prove incredibly resilient through these challenging times. Thankfully the SEWBReC team 

has remained largely untouched by the worst of Covid, and our technology has held up well, enabling us to seamlessly 

deliver a range of high-quality biodiversity information services. Most staff continue to be home-based, but things are slowly 

changing, and we are tentatively moving towards a return to more office-based work and face-to-face activities. 

In financial terms, the 2021/22 financial year proved to be a very successful year. We dealt with an incredible 943 separate 

commercial enquiries and generated record levels of income from service level agreements and projects, leading to our 

highest ever turnover for a financial year. Taking into account expenditure, it looks like 2021/22 will be recorded as the 

Company’s second most successful year ever in terms of surplus generated (just behind the other pandemic year of 

2020/21).  

The SEWBReC Board of Directors (aided by the Finance Committee) continue to closely monitor Company finances and are 

making prudent decisions to ensure our assets are well-managed, so that we are well-placed to deal with any bumps in the 

road ahead as the economy and society adjust to a post-Covid, post-Brexit world.  

As a snapshot of the breadth of the SEWBReC customer base, the bullet points below summarise our anticipated income 

sources during 2022/23: 

NATIONAL PUBLIC AUTHORITY FUNDING AGREEMENTS (via LERC Wales Limited)  

The following agreements typically cover online data access to species, habitat and sites data via Aderyn, as well as other 

related services: 

• Welsh Government, Natural Resources Wales, Trunk Road Agents, Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water, Network Rail 

(estimated value: £74k) 

 

PUBLIC AUTHORITY SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS 

The following locally-negotiated agreements typically cover provision of data services in support of planning services and 

online data access to species, habitat and sites data via Aderyn: 

• Blaenau Gwent CBC, Caerphilly CBC, Cardiff CC*, Merthyr Tydfil CBC, Monmouthshire CC, Newport CC, Rhondda 

Cynon Taff CBC, Swansea CC, Torfaen CBC  (estimated value: £60.8k) 

 

OTHER SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS 

The following locally-negotiated agreements typically cover online data access to species, habitat and sites data via Aderyn: 

• Amey Infrastructure Wales, Gwent Wildlife Trust, Wildlife Trust for South and West Wales, Kenfig Nature 

Corporation Ltd* (estimated value: £12.5k) * New agreements for 2022/23. 

 

PROJECTS 

Unlike previous years, we currently have no confirmed project commissions for 2022/23, although there are one or two 

major projects on the horizon for which tenders will be developed and submitted.  

Wall screw-moss © Adam Rowe Comma © Naomi Rich

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/diaryevents
https://www.alerc.org.uk/accreditation.html
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/Casual_Sighting_Report_Form_2018_(double_sided).doc
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Recording_Spreadsheet.xls
https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php


 

 

COMMERCIAL DATA SERVICES 

Based on recent years, we are anticipating in the region of 900-1000 data search enquiries from 160-180 individual customers during 

2022/23 (estimated value: £140k).  

 

The fact that SEWBReC has accumulated surplus funds through its operations in recent years has meant that the Board of Directors 

have recently been considering ways of using a proportion of the accumulated funds to encourage further biological recording and 

to improve data flows. A number of ideas have already been approved or implemented in recent months (including the equipment 

loan scheme, the amended Recorders’ Grant Scheme and grants to support visits to the SEWBReC area by national societies) whilst 

others are under consideration (including potential employment of an additional staff member to work on data mining tasks and the 

establishment of a mentorship scheme).  

In the last issue we reported on how Elaine Wright and Amy Hicks had taken on new duties to help improve the data flows and data 

quality. Great strides have already been made with Amy importing over 700,000 BTO BirdTrack records into our databases (and onto 

Aderyn). Elaine has been focusing on her communications role, specifically the important task of populating the content on our new 

SEWBReC website, but will now be increasingly focusing on her new role of liaising with recorders and recording groups, locally and 

nationally, to ensure a regular flow of data into our systems. If you are a recorder, Vice County Recorder or representative of a 

recording group and you are unsure how frequently or efficiently your data is flowing into SEWBReC, then please contact Elaine or 

Amy via the main SEWBReC email (see back cover).  

 

With the easing of Covid restrictions we are organising and attending a number of face-to-face events this year. This will include a 

small number of our own species identification training courses and hopefully some recorders’ field days. Details are yet to be 

announced, so keep an eye on your emails for details and also have a look at the excellent new events calendar on our website for 

information on these and any other events that we are aware of in our region. The calendar allows you to filter events by type and 

location and should be an excellent tool to help you plan your recording activities! 

 

We are also delighted to announce that we have successfully gone through the ALERC Re-accreditation Process, and have been re-

awarded with Accredited status for the next five years.  You can read more about the accreditation process on the ALERC Website.   

 

As usual, I would like to record my thanks to everyone who continues to contribute to the success of SEWBReC, including staff, 

directors, customers and recorders. We need to continue our efforts to put biodiversity on the map in our region and to maximise 

the visibility and use of the combined data as a critical piece of the nature recovery jigsaw. Please continue to generate and submit 

records in the way that suits you best (whether via paper form, spreadsheet, SEWBReCORD or the LERC Wales app). 

 

We look forward to an exciting season of recording and we can’t wait to see what you find! Stay safe and happy recording! 

 
 

 

SEWBReC Membership and Governance 

If you would like to become a member of SEWBReC, please complete and return an application form. 

 

Current SEWBReC board of directors: Steve Bolchover (Chair), Alison Jones (Vice Chair), Stuart Bain (Treasurer), Kate Stinchcombe, 

David Clements, Vaughn Matthews, Andy Karran, Mark Pavett. Observers: Karen Wilkinson. Company Secretary: Rebecca Wright-

Davies. We currently have two vacancies on the SEWBReC board - please get in touch if you are interested in potentially becoming a di-

rector.  

Comma © Naomi Rich 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/diaryevents
https://www.alerc.org.uk/accreditation.html
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/Casual_Sighting_Report_Form_2018_(double_sided).doc
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Recording_Spreadsheet.xls
https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.2_(29_May_2019).doc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moth Trap wish - Granted! 
 
Steven Murray 

 
Those mysterious fluttering denizens of the night that crash up against lit windows and flutter around lamplights, 

the moths, have always interested me. In the past though I have been put off recording them because the most 

effective method of surveying them, a light trap, is rather expensive. Late last year I applied for a SEWBReC grant 

to help recorders with costs incurred when attempting to record our amazing natural history. I put in an 

application for a moth trap and a decent macromoth guide book. The process was simple and before I knew it I 

was purchasing my first moth trap!  

My first moth trapping did not go well, only one rather sorry looking individual that I could not get to species. 

However it was cold clear night with a full moon which I have since learnt are not the best conditions. Next time 

was a much bigger success; warm overcast conditions lead to 40 moths of various species turning up, I was now 

hooked! Moth names are a revelation; “Brindled Beauty”, “Early Thorn”, “Hebrew Character”, and “Beauty Biston” to 

list but a few. Moth trapping is a strange process as the action happens while you are asleep! Looking through the 

trap in the morning is exciting as you have no idea what will turn up. Identification takes a bit of practise but with 

the guide book in hand and the “Butterfly Conservation Wales Forum” Facebook page I have managed to pin 

down all my captures so far and added them to SEWBReC’s database.  

In conclusion I can recommend getting into moths and applying for a SEWBReC grant, both were well worth the 

effort. The only real risk now is I might become a moth bore!    

 Early Thorn Selenia dentaria © Steven Murray 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 Million records for SEWBReC on Aderyn 
 

Amy Hicks, SEWBReC 
 
This April the number of SEWBReC records on Aderyn tipped over the 5 million mark. As well as the usual uploads of new 

records received via SEWBReCORD, LERC Wales app and other submission methods, we are currently working hard on 

importing a backlog of very large bird datasets, which has led to a steep rise in numbers of records in the last few months. It’s 

no surprise then that the 5 millionth record to be added was a bird, a humble moorhen, which was recorded via BirdTrack. 

Other notable recent additions to the database have included ‘research grade’ iNaturalist data and BirdTrack non-avian 

records, both of which have recently been made available to SEWBReC and other LERCs via iRecord.  

 

Those who paid close attention to Adam’s SEWBReC update at the Gwent and Glamorgan Recorders’ Forum in January may be 

wondering why, if SEWBReC’s main data holdings reached 5 million records in 2021, the number was only reached more 

recently on Aderyn. The main reason for this is that our offline database includes records held for a 5km buffer around the 

SEWBReC area, in order to allow complete results for searches at the borders. On Aderyn, where data is available from all four 

Welsh LERCs in one place, this significant number of extra records doesn’t need to be included. 

 
We would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone who has contributed records and 

helped us to reach this milestone number. Every 

single record submitted adds up and helps to 

build a fuller picture of the wildlife we need to 

protect in south east Wales. 

Moorhen chicks at Cosmeston Lakes © Annie Irving 

Super Group Count 

Birds  1,810,423 

Insects 1,464,408 

Vascular Plants 1,267,252 

Bryophytes  236,493 

Mammals 85,072 

Fungi and Slime Moulds 57,925 

Other Invertebrates 50,635 

Lichens  24,320 

Spiders 24,075 

Reptiles 18,004 

Fish  12,263 

Algae  9,501 

Other  530 



 

 

 

Wye Valley Woodlands and 
the Livox Area 
 
Colin Titcombe 
 

In volume II of Archdeacon William Coxe’s ‘Tour in 

Monmouthshire’ there is a ‘plan of the grounds of 

Piercefield’, in effect, a sketch-map which also shows 

Livox Farm. The name Livox has been used at least 

from the time of Coxe’s tour (the late 1700s), to the 

present day. However, the spelling of the name has 

varied somewhat from Livaks to Levix and Liveoaks. 

The application of this name to this area remains a 

mystery to me. Through my early life ‘The Livox’ has 

referred to a working farm and also a working quarry 

(see the photographs to the left, taken in 1995).  

In more recent times the quarry has closed down and 

the farmhouse and associated buildings demolished. 

This whole area, certainly all of that shown in the first 

image, is known for its rich and diverse flora and 

fauna. Among the special plants to be found here are 

Yellow bird’s-nest (Monotropa hypopitys), Common 

wintergreen (Pyrota minor), Deadly nightshade 

(Atropa belladonna), Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia), 

Mountain Melick (Melica nutans), Fingered Sedge 

(Carex digitata), Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) and 

Upright spurge (Euphorbia stricta) – formerly known 

as Tintern spurge.  

These woodlands in general also have Hornbeam 

(Carpinus betulus) trees which, here, are thought by 

some authorities to be native and also some good 

populations of Small-leaved lime (Tulia cordata). 

These last named feed the larvae of the Scarce Hook-

tip moth (Sabra harpagula). Among the other 

invertebrates to be found in these woods are the 

limestone-loving Round-mouthed snails (Pomatias 

elegorns) – see the image on the left.  

Livox Quarry when fully operational © Colin Titcombe 

Livox Quarry © Colin Titcombe 

Round-mouthed snails (Pomatias elegorns) © Colin Titcombe 

Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) in the lower Wye Valley woodlands. Deadly nightshade (Atropa belladonna) once occurred near Livox Quarry 



 

 

Upper left: Livox Farm in March 1995. Upper right:  Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) in the lower Wye Valley 

woodlands. Lower left: Mountain Melick (Melica nutans) can be found in the former Quarry workings of the 

Black Cliff woodland. Centre: Yellow Bird’s-nest (Monotropa hypopitys), growing in the deep shade of the Black 

Cliff woodland.  Lower right: Bee orchids (Ophrys apifera) occur in the Livox farm grasslands, sloping down to 

the River Wye.  All images © Colin Titcombe. 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/loan-scheme


 

 

City Nature Challenge 2022 
 
Jon Mortin, SEWBReC 
 

The City Nature Challenge began in 2016 as a friendly competition between Los Angeles and San Francisco to see 

which city could record the most wildlife species in an 8 day period. The following year the event was rolled out 

across 16 cities in the USA and in 2018 it went international involving 69 cities over a 4 day period (Friday-

Monday), with Bristol and Bath being among the first UK cities to participate. In 2018 the winners (it is a 

competition!) were San Francisco with 3055 species recorded in 43,132 observations. Bristol and Bath finished a 

respectable 15th with 1015 species. London and Plymouth were the only other UK cities participating that year. In 

2020 244 cities took part and last year (2021) Cardiff and Newport were amongst 15 UK cities and metropolitan 

areas to participate. In 2021 Capetown were the winners with 4215 species recorded. Brighton surprisingly topped 

the UK leaderboard much to the dismay of Bristol and Bath Team. Cardiff and Newport finished a lowly 201st with 

only 276 species recorded by 70 participants. So there would be plenty of room for improvement in 2022! 

This year the competition took place from April 29th to May 2nd. The Cardiff and Newport area also included Flat 

Holm, the Gwent Levels, Caldicot and Chepstow. Several recording events took place including a walk from 

Newport Wetlands to the Newport Transporter Bridge. Several school groups took part with pond dipping and 

other activities. I spent a day in and around Rogiet Country Park and a day around Cardiff Bay.  

The final total for Cardiff and Newport was 440 species 

recorded by 81 observers over the 4 day period. The most 

recorded plant was Cow Parsley, the most recorded bird was 

Blackbird and the most recorded invertebrate was Buff-tailed 

Bumblebee. Interesting records included White Mignonette 

(Reseda alba) from Butetown, Common Gromwell 

(Lithospermum officinale) from Rogiet Country Park and 

Fleabane Tortoise Beetle (Cassida murraea) from Newport 

Wetlands. We also had records of Whimbrel, Cuckoo and 

Garden Tiger. 

This year’s City Nature Challenge winner was La Paz (Bolivia) 

with a staggering 137,348 observations of 4347 species. 

The City Nature Challenge is based around the iNaturalist 

recording website which was created in the USA in 2008. In 

many ways this is similar to iRecord but there some key 

differences and it is not favoured by many UK-based 

recording schemes. Instead of a verification system, records 

can reach “research grade” if the record meets certain criteria 

Left: Zebra Spider Salticus sp. Right: Cuckoo Flower: © Jon Mortin 

Fleabane Tortoise Beetle Cassida murraea © Kev Hewitt 



 

 

including a majority verdict on the identification (anyone can contribute to identifications which can be both a 

strength and a weakness!).  

Generally records need to be supported by a photograph or sound file to reach research grade. Identification 

suggestions are also offered using an AI system: this can be mistaken if the image is unclear but is often 

surprisingly accurate at least for common species. 

When an observation meets Research Grade in iNaturalist it is made available to GBIF (Global Biodiversity 

Information Facility). Research Grade observations are now also entering the iRecord verification system, 

providing they match a taxon in the UK Species Inventory. They also need to have an appropriate licence that 

allows the information to be shared. Records with a CC0, CC BY or CC BY-NC licence can be downloaded by Local 

Environmental Record Centres but a CC BY-NC licence (the default licence) prevents LERCs from using the records 

in data services.   

Upper left: White Mignonette, upper right: Oxford Ragwort. Lower left: Common Gromwell, lower right: Green-veined White © Jon Mortin 



 

 

Terrific Taxidermy 
 
Elaine Wright, SEWBReC 
 

SEWBReC had an interesting day at the National Museum of Wales Collections Centre (https://museum.wales/

collections-centre/) in April, selecting some spare taxidermy kindly offered to us by the Museum. These items 

were originally used to educate school children, but are no longer used by the Museum, so were offered to 

SEWBReC and other partners. There were over 130 pieces of taxidermy available, so we liaised with the other 

Local Environmental Records Centres (LERCs) https://www.lercwales.org.uk/ in Wales, and came up with a wish 

list before heading to Collections Centre in Nantgarw.  

The National Collections Centre is a fascinating place, filled with Museum items not currently on display. From 

buses to life-size Tyrannosaurs toes, there was plenty to distract us from the task at hand.  

We picked out about 40 specimens to share amongst the Welsh LERCs and their partner organisations. 

Highlights ranged from a (very heavy!) Peregrine Falcon (destined for Cofnod in north Wales) to a tiny 

Pipistrelle Bat which will be well used by the Natur am Byth! project.   

We spent quite a lot of time playing taxidermy Tetris to fit everything into two small cars, and we still need to 

spend some time finding space for everything at the SEWBReC office! 

Thanks very much to National Museum of Wales staff for allowing us to rehome these items, so they can 

continue to be used to educate the public about our wonderful Welsh wildlife. 

 

All images © Elaine Wright 

https://www.cofnod.org.uk/Home
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/our-projects/nature-projects/natur-am-byth/?lang=en.


 

 

 

Upcoming Events! 

Find an event for Invasive Species Week 

near you at:  

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-

i-do/invasive-species-week/events/  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-pollinator-identification-tickets-333641750457
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/invasive-species-week/events/
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/invasive-species-week/events/


 

 

 

South East Wales Biodiversity 
Records Centre (SEWBReC)  

15 Talbot Street, Talbot Green, 
Pontyclun, CF72 8AD 

Telephone: 01443 808 896 
 

E-mail: info@sewbrec.org.uk 
 

Web:    www.sewbrec.org.uk 
 

Follow us on social media: 
 

www.facebook.com/sewbrec 
  

www.twitter.com/sewbrec 
 

www.instagram.com/sewbrec 
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