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Welcome to the 25th edition of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders’ Newsletter.  

It’s another jumbo autumn edition, kicking off with a tour of the Weird and Wonderful (p3). There are plenty of 

invertebrate items to tickle your fancy with bumblebees (p12-13), hoverflies (p15), and grasshoppers (p20-21); 

whilst botanical delights come in the form of Drought and Clubmosses (p18-19), water lettuce (p19), and Radyr 

hawkweed (p29). Colin Titcombe observes how The times they are a changing in his piece about the Goldcliff area 

(p26-28) with a plethora of historically fascinating photographs to accompany it. Mammals (p10-11), reptiles (p4-5), 

birds (p22-23) and fungi (p24 & 25) are not forgotten; and lastly, an article on how the iNaturalist UK tool feeds 

into the data flow of biological records (p30-31) rounds this issue up.  

It’s really great to see so many of you enjoying and recording the wonderful wildlife on offer in south east Wales. 

As the days grow shorter and colder, stay safe and keep connecting to the natural world in any way possible. A 

great way to remain connected to SEWBReC and other wildlife recorders in the cold depths of winter is to join us 

for the second virtual SEWBReC AGM and Recorders’ Forum which will take place on Saturday 15th January 

2022. More details will be released soon, but don’t forgot to save the date.  

Rebecca Wright-Davies, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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Weird and Wonderful 

Rob & Linda Nottage 
 

Some of our highlights in 2021 have been of species new to us or rarely seen (by us) in our local area. We had noted 

Black Oil Beetles before along the Heritage Coast in spring but a Violet Oil Beetle (photo 11) among Ramsons in Coed 

Nant Bran near St. Lythans took us by surprise. Other beetle encounters included an Eyed Ladybird near Pontyclun, 

Blue Helops near Gileston & the bizarre larva of a Tortoise Beetle (photo 10) camouflaging itself with poo! 

Brown-tail moth larva live communally in webs and in April the scrub around the Nash Point lighthouse enclosure was 

covered in these webs while the ready-to-pupate caterpillars wriggled across the paths and climbed the white-washed 

buildings. A Jersey Tiger at Aberthaw and Leopard Moth (photo 2), Scorched Carpet & Barred Hooktip in our home 

trap were all pleasing moth finds. 

Close to home, a Western Beefly was a novelty as were two Conopid flies, Myopa buccata (photo 3) & Conops 

ceriaeformis (photo 7). After we encountered a flocculent Alder Sawfly (photo 1) larva we seemed to discover them 

everywhere we looked under nibbled Alder leaves. 

Oaks are well-known for the diversity of flora and fauna they support. We like to study the leaves and twigs for galls. It 

has been a bumper year for Silk Button spangle galls but the first time we’ve seen Ram’s-horn galls (north of Barry) 

(photo 5). Orthopterans are another fascination so we were delighted to find our first Glamorgan Roesel’s Bush-cricket 

near Aberthaw and to watch a Long-winged Conehead (photo 4) ovipositing by the Newport Wetlands coast path. 

Hensol Forest is a happy hunting ground on our ambles where a Horned Tree-hopper (photos 8 & 9) was a highlight. 

We look for bugs of all kinds and Crucifer Shieldbug was an addition to our list although the preponderance of Dock 

Bugs, often in basking clusters was notable there and elsewhere this year. Slime Moulds are truly weird – Stemonitis 

fusca (photo 6) beside the Ridgeway Walk north of Cardiff rounds off my pick of our recent sightings.  

Many thanks to Emma Williams, David Clements & Steve Bolchover for helping with ID. 

 

Photos: 1) Alder Sawfly larva, 2) Leopard Moth, 3) Myopa buccata, 4) Long-winged 

Cone-head egg-laying, 5) Oak Ram’s-horn gall Andricus aries, 6) Stemonitis fusca 

slime mould, 7) Conops ceriaeformis (f) , 8) & 9) Horned Tree-hopper (head & side), 

10) Camouflaged Tortoise Beetle larva on thistle, 11) Violet Oil Beetle on Ramsons 

© Rob & Linda Nottage 
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Summary: Six seasons of slow worms at Cardiff 

University 

Dr Lee Raye, Cardiff University 
 

This is a summary of the recently completed 22 page report, Six Seasons of Slow Worms at Cardiff University, which can be 

downloaded for free here: https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/143614/. 

 

The slow worm (Anguis fragilis) is Britain’s only native legless lizard, easily recognisable by most experienced surveyors. The species 

is normally recorded absorbing warmth under flat surfaces (=”refugia”) in summer when active. The species can be copper, brown, 

peach, silver or grey. In Wales slow worms are most commonly recorded in the lowlands and in coastal areas, especially in the south 

of the country, although of course these are also the best-recorded areas overall. One north Welsh term for the slow worm neidr 

ddefaid (“sheep snake”) suggests that slow worms may once have been associated with sheep, which are more usually pastured in 

upland areas. At Cardiff University, slow worms are recorded on only one site. This is a typical population except that, unlike other 

slow worm populations in Cardiff, and the famous population on Steep Holm, no slow worms with blue spots have yet been 

recorded here.  

 

The location of the site where the slow worms live at Cardiff University is kept secret. While this might seem an exaggerated 

response; the old folklore that slow worms have deadly stings is mostly forgotten; many of Cardiff University’s staff and students are 

not familiar with slow worms and might become concerned if they found them, not knowing that they are non-venomous and, 

indeed, completely harmless to humans. We have also had reports of individuals in Cardiff capturing slow worms in order to 

introduce them to other areas for pest-control reasons. 

 

Cardiff University is in the unusual situation that we believe we know when slow worms colonised the site. The slow worm site at 

Cardiff University is set alongside the railway, which acts as a green corridor onto the site for small species. In 2015, due to a 

problem with grounds maintenance machinery, a steep lawn area was left to grow for a year. At the end of the year, the grounds 

maintenance team discovered a slow worm in the overgrown area of the site. Based on this record, the current author proposed a 

new management plan for the site, based on not mowing the area between March and October and began monitoring the 

population in 2016. Over the six field seasons since then (2016-2021) we have placed three refugia (two corrugated roofing 

material, one corrugated tin) and created a hibernaculum for the slow worms to hibernate in. The number of refugia is of course, far 

lower than would be used in a shorter term reptile survey, but placing 30+ refugia would have been impossible given that this is a 

residences site, so our survey is a longer term monitoring one. 

 

The project has had difficulties to overcome over its six field seasons. In the beginning, we avoided cutting the hedges between 

March and October as well as the grass, but this resulted in the refugia being overshadowed, and sometimes even overgrown, 

Slow worm at Lady Windsor Spoils © Stephen Murray 

https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/143614/
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which made it more difficult to survey. In the second season, an attempt was made to convert the area into a summer 

wildflower meadow, which would have been less controversial than a rough grassland area. Unfortunately though, because it 

was not possible to cut the grass all the way down in March, it was difficult to sow wildflower seeds at this time, and 

attempts to use plugs, and to sow seeds in furrows also failed. Recently we have had some success with autumn-sown 

yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor), which might in time allow other species into the grass.  

 

In the third season, access was restricted to the slow worm area as it became part of a construction site for building 

renovation work. Surveying continued, supervised by enthusiastic builders and in PPE. The highest peak survey count was 

made in this season, the slow worms apparently enjoyed the lack of disturbance and were not bothered by the loud noise. 

The biggest challenge was an apparent population crash in 2020. Due to lockdown, it was not possible to visit the site 

between the end of March and the end of June, but weekly site visits were made outside of this period. Only 7 of the 21 site 

visits yielded slow worm records in this period. Possible explanations involve the destruction of a possible hibernaculum in 

winter 2019, predation by rats over 2019-2020 and/or starvation caused by the climate change induced drought in spring 

2020. 

 

 
 

In the third and fourth years of the project I attempted to estimate population based on no-capture photographs of the 

parietal markings on the slow worms’ necks. Progress to identify individuals like this was very slow, because slow worms are 

so reflective that photographs of them often do not show details of their individuals markings. Over the two year period, this 

method had resulted in seventeen individuals being unofficially identified, but this method is likely to have been unreliable 

because no individual was photographed for a second time. The population crash was observed in 2020, and in 2021, a 

capture-release survey allowed a more reliable estimate of abundance using slow worm measurements and chin markings. 

Although identification by chin markings requires capturing individual slow worms, the markings are more easily identifiable, 

especially for male slow worms compared to the markings on the back of the neck. This resulted in seventeen slow worm 

captures (C), of which seven were unique individuals (M) and ten were re-captures (R), over the course of nine visits. Based 

on these numbers, we can estimate using the Schnabel method that nine individuals were using the refugia on site this year. 

 

At Cardiff University, two of the refugia, one made of corrugated roofing material, the other of corrugated tin, were close 

together. This made it possible to compare the number of slow worms found under each refugia type. Interestingly, there 

was a weak positive correlation between temperature and % of slow worms under 

the roofing refugia. The tin refugia had its peak counts between 13-21°C and the 

roofing material refugia had its peak counts at 16-27°C. 

 

Reptiles should not be handled by untrained surveyors, or without biosecurity 

controls in place (e.g. the use of nitrile gloves). Slow worms are currently 

protected from harm and sale under Schedule 5 of the UK Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (1984, as amended), although the government has indicated it 

has plans to remove their protection in 2021. At Cardiff University, slow worms 

are one of the priority species in the Ecosystem Resilience and Biodiversity Action 

Plan (2020). 

 

Summary of Cardiff University slow worm records 2016-2021 

Year First record Last record Abundance 

2016 4th May 17th October Peak survey count 6 

2017 31st March 7th September Peak survey count 8 

2018 4th April 17th October Peak survey count 12 

2019 11th March 3rd October Peak survey count 12 

Parietal estimate: 17 

2020 6th July* 10th October Peak survey count 2 

2021 10th May Ongoing Peak survey count 6 

CMR estimate: 9 

*In 2020 the site was in lockdown due to Covid-19 between the 

end of March and end of June. 

Slow worm at Hailey Park© Tim Rich 

© Lee Raye 
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Arable plants in Monmouthshire (Autumn 2021) 

Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood 

 

Arable plants have suffered huge declines because of intensive farming but occasionally where strips at the edge 

have been left unsprayed there can be rewards. 

This autumn we have concentrated on weeds of arable fields and have found several rarities among the usual com-

mon chenopods (Chenopdium album Fathen, C. ficifolium Fig-leaved Goosefoot, C.polyspermum Many-seeded 

Goosefoot and C. rubrum Red Goosefoot ) and oraches. Other widespread species in arable fields, whether maize, 

wheat, barley or beet, include Viola arvensis (Wild Pansy), Solanum nigrum (Black Nightshade), Anagallis arvensis 

(Scarlet Pimpernel – red, pink and blue forms), Lepidium coronopus and L. didymus (Swinecress and Lesser Swine-

cress), Veronica persica (Field Speedwell) and occasional but abundant Sherardia arvensis (Field Madder).  

There were about eight plants of Lamium amplexicaule (Henbit Dead Nettle) in a beet field on Cwmcarvan Hill near 

Trellech in SO40 on 18 August, and then on 26 August two plants of Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge) were found by 

the side of a wheat field near Llanvair Discoed in ST38. Both these species are now very rare in the vice-county. 

The alien grass Bromus secalinus (Rye-brome) was found in many fields, in one as common almost as the planted 

Rye. Other alien grasses included occasional Setaria verticillata (Rough Bristle-grass) and widespread Echinochloa 

crus-galli (Cockspur). 

On ground near an old muck heap was much Chenopodium glaucum (Oak-leaved Goosefoot) but in SO40 where 

there are five previous inland records of this species. Some was also found in a wheat field in ST38. The only sighting 

of Kicksia elatine (Sharp-leaved Fluellen) was in a field near Dingestow, although Lauri MacLean noted this species 

along the verge of a layby on the A40 near Raglan, where she also saw Galinsoga quadriradiata (Shaggy Soldier) and 

in another layby Setaria pumila (Yellow Bristle-grass). Yellow Bristle-grass was also found in the pavement in Mon-

now Street in Monmouth by Heather Colls. 

The A40 verges support many other arable plants such as goosefoots, oraches, Senecio vulgaris (Groundsel), Scarlet 

Pimpernel, Euphorbia helioscopa (Sun Spurge) and abundant Cockspur as well as some interesting halophytes (salt-

loving species).  

The only two sightings of Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort) in arable fields were seven plants seen by SJT and Lauri 

MacLean near Penpergwm at the very outer edge of a field which was otherwise brown with herbicide, and two 

plants seen at the edge of a large maize field near Penallt in SO50E, where a few plants of Amaranthus hybridus 

(Green Amaranth) were also present. Amaranthus retroflexus (Common Amaranth) also turned up in a maize crop 

near Chepstow. Spergula arvensis (Corn Spurrey) was abundant in a field at Penallt that looked fallow or had a failed 

barley crop; Aphanes arvensis (Parsley-piert) was also in this field. Mentha arvensis (Corn Mint), a common species in 
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Recorders’ Grant Scheme update 

Rebecca Wright-Davies SEWBReC 
 

Since the launch of the grant scheme in 2020 we have invested almost £4k in supporting the wildlife recording of 

individual recorders and local wildlife groups, with a further £1.3k confirmed for projects in the pipeline.  

Recent applicants have included Stephen Murray, a local slime mould specialist and photographer (many of you may 

remember a fascinating talk he gave at the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders Forum in 2019). We funded a moth trap and 

identification book as Stephen is now looking to expand his knowledge and recording of moths. We look forward to 

seeing the fruits of his efforts over the next few years.  

We have also supported a porpoise photography project developed by Dan Rouse. Dan is aiming to develop a 

photographic library of porpoises in the Swansea/Gower area. We have therefore funded cetacean identification guides 

and books, display boards and MS Publisher so that Dan can catalogue sea mammal photographs.  

Apply!  

The aim of the grant scheme is to remove financial barriers from people keen to enhance their recording and species 

identification skills, and to spread understanding of wildlife recording to a wider audience. With this in mind, the grant 

scheme is aimed primarily at funding: 

 

1. Opportunities for existing recorders to enhance their 

recording efforts;  

2. Group projects with the potential to reach a number of 

new recorders. 

 

At this time we are particularly interested to hear from existing 

recorders who would like to purchase equipment and/or 

training to enable them to target under recorded groups. 

Please do not be intimidated by the application form (which 

you can find on our website); if you are unsure or have any 

questions, we are very happy to discuss your ideas or 

requirements first via email to info@sewbrec.org.uk. 

the vice-county in woods and along tracks as well as in arable fields, was locally abundant, as was Fallopia con-

volvulus (Black Bindweed) in several maize fields.  

A maize field on the edge of the Levels had an understorey of Persicaria amphibia (Amphibious Bistort) showing 

just how wet it was! There were also a few plants of Nicandra physalloides (Apple of Peru) amongst the crop. 

Although it can be depressing seeing wheat or maize fields that have been sprayed to the very edges with virtu-

ally nothing growing, there are those where herbicide has not reached the edges or the gateways, and these are 

well worth visiting. We have boosted the records in many tetrads this year by recording arable species. 

Thanks go to Heather Colls, Lauri MacLean and Anne Griffiths for their records. 

© SEWBReC 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/sewbrec-recording-grant/grant-.page
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
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Wales Garden BioBlitz 2021 

Elaine Wright 
 

On Saturday 29th May 2021, the four Welsh LERCs teamed together to organise the second Wales Garden 

BioBlitz, part of Wales Nature Week. Many thanks to everyone who helped with our national nature hunt! 

 

The day resulted in 2687 records of 968 species being submitted (thus far). You can view the full national 

species list on our website here. The map (above, middle) shows the location of all the records submitted during 

the day. The heat map (above, right) reflects the number of records at different locations (brighter colour = more 

records). This map more accurately represents recorder effort, with hotspots showing the location of the keenest 

recorders! 

 

It was great to get participants joining in from across Wales, and we received records for all thirteen Vice 

Counties in Wales, as shown in the table below (see table below, left). As usual, the national Top Ten most 

recorded species was dominated by birds and plants, but it was nice to see Common Carder Bee also making the 

cut (see table below, right)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful to see the breadth of skills and expertise 

of Welsh recorders represented in the taxonomic diversity 

recorded on the day, with 39 taxonomic groups included. 

Overleaf is a pie chart showing the breakdown of total 

species by taxonomic group. 

 

We had 156 wonderful recorders get involved across 

Wales, the top ten most prolific recorders are shown in the 

table to the right. 

 

 

Common carder bee © Howard Burt 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/National%20Species%20List.pdf
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/National%20Species%20List.pdf
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SEWBReC Results 

On a local level, we had 71 recorders submit 1200 records of 574 species in the SEWBReC area. You can 

download the SEWBReC species list on our website here. The table below left shows the top ten (actually 11!) 

SEWBReC species – unsurprisingly, this is dominated by birds and plants like the national list. The table below 

right shows the top ten SEWBReC recorders. 

  

Many thanks to everyone who took part in the Wales 

Garden BioBlitz 2021! We are planning another national 

event for 2022, though it will be during a different 

season, to give a different set of species their time to 

shine. Watch this space for further details.  

 

 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20Species%20List.pdf
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20Species%20List.pdf
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The Blaenau Gwent Urban Hedgehog Project and SEWBReC 

Recording Grant Scheme 

Roy Lynch, Beaufort Woodlands &  

Becky Ward, Biodiversity Officer, Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 
 

Beaufort Woodlands is a company, limited by guarantee; it is managed by a Board of Directors, currently consisting of fifteen 

individuals who represent a cross section of the community. The site consists of newly planted woodlands and two large bodies of 

water. Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council owns the site and, it is managed under license by the Beaufort Woodlands Society. 

When the Society was formed, our aims were to help maintain and improve the ponds and woodlands and preserve the environment 

for future generations, and also to work in a positive partnership with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council as a way of 

identifying and solving any problems related to the environment.  

 

The Blaenau Gwent Urban Biodiversity project started back in 2019 as part of the ENRaW Resilient Greater Gwent programme. 

Beaufort Woodlands were keen to be part of this project, in particular the “Urban Hedgehog Project”. The society were fortunate to 

be awarded one of 60 packs containing a book written by one of the leading experts on hedgehogs, a hedgehog house, an Eco hole 

template and a hedgehog tracking tunnel kit. 

 

The society successfully applied for a SEWBReC Recorders’ Grant. The money allowed us to purchase a trail camera and a pack of 

mammal tracking tunnels. The SEWBReC application/Hedgehog project had three main aims: 1) to monitor and record evidence of 

hedgehogs; 2) to engage with the local community to create a hedgehog super highway; and 3) to engage with the local primary 

school. After securing funding from SEWBReC, we set up a camera and mammal footprint tunnels. Out of the 24 households that we 

approached, at least 13 expressed an interest in getting involved and most were happy to put down water to provide a drink for the 

hedgehogs. The neighbourhood was chosen as the properties’ gardens all backed onto a Local Nature Reserve where hogs have 

been recorded. 

 

We set up tunnels in randomly selected residents’ gardens. Two had no results; one showed evidence of small mammal feet - 

possibly a mouse and the three others showed evidence of hedgehog prints. Photographic evidence was submitted and verified via 

the LERC Wales app. Residents have also downloaded the LERC Wales app, hopefully becoming active participants. As an experiment 

I set up the camera in my own garden and was surprised to capture a lovely well rounded hog feeding in a mammal tunnel.  

© Andrew Parker 



 

 11 

A hedgehog tracking tunnel and hog footprints from a community member’s garden  

 

In addition to supporting local residents, we have also been working with Beaufort Hill Primary School. With support from the 

Council Biodiversity Officer, we worked with a Year 5 class and set up 2 wildlife monitoring cameras and 6 mammal footprint 

tunnels. The pupils chose the locations based on evidence (droppings) they had spotted in the area, and were responsible for 

ensuring the safety of the equipment. Accompanying the Biodiversity Officer, we returned after a week to collect the equipment 

and share the results. Although no hedgehogs were caught on camera, pupils enjoyed watching a fox, domestic cat, jackdaw 

and wood pigeon. 

 

In conclusion, the SEWBReC Recorders’ Grant has been instrumental in achieving our aims. Residents have become actively 

engaged with some downloading the LERC Wales App. A super highway may not be possible due to the “fortress” like nature of 

garden boundaries, but we have successfully recorded evidence of hedgehogs and we intend to repeat the monitoring process 

annually. Finally, the school are also part of the Hedgehog Friendly Campus programme taking extra steps to make their school 

grounds a better, safer place for these amazing animals and for the wider environment. 

 

Follow the link to find out more about the SEWBReC Recording Grant Scheme. If you are unsure about whether your 

ideas fit the criteria of the grant scheme or have any questions, we are very happy to discuss your ideas or 

requirements via email (info@sewbrec.org.uk).  

SAVE THE DATE! 

The second virtual SEWBReC AGM and 

Recorders’ Forum will take place on 

Saturday 15th January 2022.  

Further details about the event will be 

released soon.  

If you would like to give a talk or a 5 minute 

soapbox, please drop us an email 

(info@sewbrec.org.uk).  

(© Roy Lynch) (© Roy Lynch) 
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http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/sewbrec-recording-grant/grant-.page
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
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Helping threatened bumblebees in Wales: a call to action 

Sinead Lynch, Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
 

Wales is home to some of the UK’s most important populations of rare and threatened bumblebees. Many of these are 

declining, and to reverse this we need to know more about where they are and what habitats they are using. To do this 

BBCT and LERC Wales pulled together all the available information on where each species has been recorded in Wales. 

This allowed the accurate assessment of the status of each species, their distributions and where their ranges overlap. 

These maps allow us to identify important sites for conservation efforts for single or multiple species. They also allow us to 

pick out areas where increased recording effort may detect populations that we don’t currently know about, and where the 

key habitats for various species are found. Finally, they can also be used to influence local and regional policies and strate-

gies to ensure they include help for rare bumblebees. 

 

Seven rare or threatened bumblebee species are found in Wales 

Many of the seven species occur together, most notably along sections of the south coast. The species coincidence map 

(overleaf) shows the number of target species recorded in each 10km square. 
 

• Brown-banded carder bee (Bombus humilis) 

• Bilberry bumblebee (Bombus monticola) 

• Moss carder bee (Bombus muscorum) 

• Red-shanked carder bee (Bombus ruderarius) 

• Ruderal bumblebee (Bombus ruderatus) 

• Broken-belted bumblebee (Bombus soroeensis)  

• Shrill carder bee (Bombus sylvarum) 

See species coincidence map overleaf. 

 

Targeting areas for future survey effort 

The number of rare species that have been recorded in an area will partly be affected by the amount of surveying that has 

happened there. We used the total number of records of bumblebee indi-

viduals and species as indicators of survey effort. The recording intensity 

map shows 10km squares where the rare species have (yellow-red shades) 

and have not (blue shades) been recorded. Darker shades of both indicate 

areas with higher recording effort and numbers in squares are the total 

numbers of bumblebee records (see recording intensity map overleaf). 

 

Shrill carder bee (queen) © Claire Fidler Brown-banded carder bee © Naomi Rich 
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Help us record and monitor bumblebees in Wales 

Our project Skills for Bees Cymru aims to increase our knowledge and understanding of Welsh bumblebee populations. 

Across Wales, we are leading identification and surveying sessions, online and in the field, training and mentoring recorders 

in partnership with both organisations and individuals. To get involved with the project please go to the Skills for Bees Cymru 

project page www.bumblebeeconservation.org/skills-for-bees-cymru/.  

 

Habitat Associations mapping 

We have used habitat maps along with our new species distribution maps to analyse which habitats are most associated with 

six of the target bumblebee species (there were not enough records for the Ruderal bumblebee). Five species have strong 

associations with coastal and dune habitats; whilst the Bilberry bumblebee (Bombus monticola) is associated with heathland, 

bog and grassland habitats. We plan to analyse this information at a much finer scale to pinpoint local areas for surveys or 

conservation activities.  

 

Further information  

The full report Welsh Landscapes for Rare Bumblebees can be downloaded from www.bumblebeeconservation.org/our-

science-research/. The report includes: 

• Project methods  

• Distribution maps for all 7 species (also available on our website)  

• Interpretation of all maps 

• Core and supporting habitat maps for six species  

• A review of the planning and policy frameworks that could impact conservation of bumblebees in Wales 

Species coincidence map showing post-2000 records of the seven focal 

species 

Recording intensity map 

http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/skills-for-bees-cymru/
http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/our-science-research/
http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/our-science-research/
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Hazel Farm Bioblitz 

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC 
 

SEWBReC joined with the Living Levels project to gather together some local wildlife experts at Hazel Farm 

near Llanwern on 13th July, with the aim of recording as many species as possible on the site. As well as the 

daytime event, which attracted 13 attendees, some 

nocturnally inclined recorders also visited the farm 

at night in search of bats and moths. In total we 

found 366 species, with plants being the most 

prolifically recorded (thanks to the presence of 

botanical experts Steph Tyler and Elsa Wood!). The 

pie chart to the right shows the breakdown of 

species group. 

 

One of the star finds of the day was a Shrill Carder 

Bee, spotted by Gavin Jones. This rare species is a 

speciality of the Gwent Levels, and this sighting is a 

new location for this endangered bee. Hazel Farm 

is over 2.5km away from the next nearest Shrill 

Carder Bee record, and is hopefully a sign of the 

species spreading northwards.  

 

Many thanks to the farmer, Chris Dartnell, for 

allowing us access to his land, and to all the 

recorders who joined us on the day.  

 
 
 
 

Shrill carder bee (Bombus sylvarum) © Adam Rowe Timothy Grassbug (Stenotus binotatus) © Elaine Wright 
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New Hoverfly species at Taf Fechan 

Graham Watkeys 

 

It’s rare for me to get new Hover species here now so I’m very 

happy to be able to add four to the list this year. This brings the 

total species recorded at Taf Fechan up to 95.  

 

Cheilosia pubera: A nationally scarce species, its larvae feed 

inside the roots of Water Avens (Geum rivale). The adults are 

strongly attracted to plants like Marsh Marigold so if you have 

both plants it’s worth looking for this species. Like most 

Cheilosia it’s not that easy to identify though photography but 

the all over covering of golden hairs and the habitat are good 

pointers.  

 

Cheilosia antiqua: Another species strongly associated with a 

particular plant, in this case Primrose (Primula vulgaris) where 

again its larvae are root feeders. This species is not one that is 

easy to identify and should be checked via the recording 

scheme, it is not commonly recorded for this reason. 

 

Cheilosia impressa: This is a fairly common and widespread 

species and its hitherto absence I think can be explained by the 

fact that its larval food plant of Burdock (Arctium sp.) is not that 

common here. Refreshingly for Cheilosia it is fairly easy to 

identify due to its yellow/orange wing bases and reddish eyes, 

which is lucky as I only managed to get a very poor photo of it.  

 

Callicera aurata: I had to strongly remind myself to breathe 

after spotting this one sat on a fence post; luckily it was happy 

to pose for photos. The larvae of this nationally scarce species 

are found in water filled rot holes in mature trees where they 

filter feed. The adults are very rarely seen but can be found 

feeding on Ivy.  

 

Some ID resources for Hoverflies: 

 Steven Falk’s flickr collection is comprehensive https://

www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/

collections/72157629600153789/ 

 The Hoverfly recording scheme has its own website with the 

most up to date distribution maps for species as well as other 

information http://hoverfly.uk/hrs/ 

 If you are on Facebook I would also highly recommend the 

recording schemes group UK Hoverflies: https://

www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/ 

Cheilosia pubera © Graham Watkeys  

Cheilosia antiqua (in cop.) © Graham Watkeys  

Cheilosia impressa © Graham Watkeys  

Callicera aurata © Graham Watkeys  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/72157629600153789/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/72157629600153789/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/72157629600153789/
http://hoverfly.uk/hrs/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/609272232450940/
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SEWBReC Business Update 

Adam Rowe, SEWBReC 
 

As in previous business updates, it is impossible not to start by considering the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic, alt-

hough once again I am delighted to report that SEWBReC still appears to be showing great resilience, with no obvious 

negative impacts on our business. Although the team hasn’t managed to avoid Covid completely, we have managed to 

avoid serious issues. The easing of restrictions has meant that working back in the office has been possible for those staff 

who want to and, more importantly, have enabled us to grow the team by successfully recruiting two new officers: Naomi 

Rich as Biodiversity Data and Enquiries Officer and Renata Samek as Finance and Administration Officer (see page 17).  

 

The creation of the new posts was due to a restructuring of roles within SEWBReC. The key focus of this restructure was 

to create more time for existing staff to deal with critical issues around enhancing the flow of quality data into our da-

tabases. To achieve this, Elaine Wright and Amy Hicks have passed their data enquiries work onto Naomi, and are focus-

ing the time that has been freed up on new tasks around improving data flow and data quality. Alongside her ongoing 

communications duties, Elaine will now be focusing on liaising with recorders and recording groups, locally and nationally, 

to ensure a regular flow of data into our systems. Amy will now be leading on the more technical aspects of data flow 

including data imports from SEWBReCORD/LERC Wales app and overseeing data verification work.  

 

So, if you are a recorder, Vice County Recorder or representative of a recording group and you are unsure how efficiently 

your data is flowing into SEWBReC, then Elaine will hopefully be in touch, or feel free to proactively contact her via the main 

SEWBReC email (see back cover).  

 

In business terms, SEWBReC continues to be very successful, even during very trying times. We are very grateful for the 

continued support of our customers from across the spectrum of the public, private and voluntary sectors. On the back of 

a very successful financial year in 2020-21, income is remaining very strong so far in 2021-22, with record commercial 

sales being recorded for each month of the financial year to date. We know that this level of growth can’t carry on indefi-

nitely, so SEWBReC management (including the newly-formed Finance Committee) are closely monitoring our finances 

and are making prudent decisions to manage our current financial surplus, in preparation for the inevitable longer-term 

financial impacts of the pandemic.  

© Naomi Rich 
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In addition to our core activities of data management and provision, we have continued with a raft of other activities includ-

ing: 

 Working with the three other LERCs in Wales to successfully deliver the Welsh Landscapes for Rare Bumblebees pro-

ject for Bumblebee Conservation Trust (see pages 12-13). 

 Working with West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre to deliver an online ecological network mapping portal 

(including ecosystem resilience layers developed by SEWBReC) for the Brecon Beacons National Park Local Nature Part-

nership. 

 Engagement with the Local Partnerships Cymru project and with the ten Local Nature Partnerships in our region, in-

cluding attending partnership and steering group meetings, providing data audits to support the production of Local 

Nature Recovery Action Plans and delivering training to encourage wildlife recording and record submission. 

 Planning and delivering the Wales Garden Bioblitz as part of Wales Nature Week 2021, as well as contributing to the Big 

Wales Nature Quiz 2021 (still available online if you fancy having a go!) 

 Promoting the Living Levels Wild Watch 2021 and organising a small, in-person wildlife recording day at Hazel Farm, 

Llanwern in July 2021 … our first actual event since 2019! See page 16 for more information about that event.  

 Commencing a project to provide a comprehensive Ecosystem Resilience Map for Swansea, building on a pilot project 

undertaken in 2020. 

 

2021 is so far proving to be another challenging but fulfilling year in the life of SEWBReC! But, thanks to our fantastically loyal 

and supportive recorders, customers, directors and staff, we continue to thrive. Please continue to generate and submit rec-

ords in the way that suits you best (whether via paper forms, spreadsheets, SEWBReCORD or the LERC Wales app!)  

 

We really hope that things will continue to improve for everyone as we emerge from the pandemic. We remain motivated by 

the fact that we might soon be able to get together in-person to record together, learn together and just interact together! In 

the meantime, we are planning our second virtual AGM and Recorders Forum for Saturday 15th January 2022 and we look for-

ward to seeing you there. Stay safe and happy recording! 

 

SEWBReC Membership and Governance 

If you would like to become a member of SEWBReC, please complete and return an application form. 

 

Current SEWBReC board of directors: Steve Bolchover (Chair), Alison Jones (Vice Chair), Stuart Bain (Treasurer), Kate Stinch-

combe, David Clements, Vaughn Matthews, Andy Karran, Mark Pavett. Observers: Karen Wilkinson. Company Secretary: Re-

becca Wright-Davies. We currently have two vacancies on the SEWBReC board - please get in touch if you are interested in po-

tentially becoming a director.  

NEW SEWBReC staff 
 

Naomi Rich, Biodiversity Data & Enquiries Officer 

Naomi joined SEWBReC in September 2021 as a full-time member of staff. She 

completed a combined BSc and MSc degree in Evolutionary Biology from the 

University of Exeter in the summer of 2021. In 2017, Naomi worked as an Intern 

with Botanic Gardens Conservation International, handling the distribution and 

conservation assessment data of plant species globally. At SEWBReC, she will be 

primarily taking on the commercial enquiry and planning service, and also 

undertaking some data work.  

 

Renata Samek, Finance & Administration Officer  

Renata joined SEWBReC in September 2021, and works two days a week. She gained 

experience in finance and administration in the public and private sectors, and is a qualified 

and licensed bookkeeper. Renata is also studying to become a qualified accountant. At 

SEWBReC, Renata will be running the financial and administration side of the office.  

https://youtu.be/DqQJ-FO3O6k
https://youtu.be/DqQJ-FO3O6k
https://www.livinglevels.org.uk/about-wild-watch
https://www.sewbrecord.org.uk/
https://www.lercwales.org.uk/app.php
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/content/attachments/SEWBReC%20Membership%20Application%20form%20v2.2%20(29%20May%202019).doc
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Drought and Clubmosses 

Mark Evans 
 

Several years ago, while Richard Wistow and I were scrambling up the steep scree (the sloping mass of rocks and 

boulders below a cliff), below Tarren-y-Bwllfa, at the head of Parc Gwlad Cwmdar, we happened upon a colony for a few 

dozen plants of Fir Clubmoss (Huperzia selago). They were growing with the true mosses, in pockets between the stones 

and were thriving. That was around fifteen years ago and though I have often wanted to return and check on that colony 

many times since, it wasn’t until mid October this year that I managed to do so. I couldn’t spend much time there, but 

knew where the colony was, so headed straight up the scree to the spot, only to find it apparently devoid of Fir 

Clubmoss. I searched around and found one, long dead and then another and several more; all dead. I did also find a 

very sorry looking mature plant and a small young one, the latter offering some hope of regeneration from sporelings. 

The colony is situated on the upper half of the scree, where there is no soil to speak of, just small pockets of humus, 

from generations of mosses and the cushions and mats of mosses themselves, so it was in those that the Fir Clubmoss 

plants were growing.  

I wondered what could have caused the near extinction of a whole 

colony (probably within the past two years) and concluded that the 

most likely cause was the once rare, but now regular and often 

severe spring droughts, often followed by another drought later in 

the summer. In those upper areas of the scree, where the humus 

and moss in those rock pockets must completely dry out for weeks 

during the drought, it has become too hostile to the moisture 

loving Fir Clubmoss. 

As I descended the scree, to the lower areas, where conditions are 

moister and the moss growth more luxuriant, creating a deeper 

humus layer, I found three healthy Fir Clubmoss plants, possibly 

bearing out my hypothesis that regular droughts are the most likely 

cause of the mortality in the upper reaches of the scree. 

My visit and search was hardly exhaustive and amounted to little 

more than a vertical transect of less than a hundred metres length, 

but I think it was probably indicative of the situation regarding Fir 

Clubmoss on that scree. It would be interesting to see if the same 

findings apply to other similar sites in the South Wales valleys, for 

whatever the reason; man made or natural, our climate is changing 

and the effects of those changes are already being felt in real terms 

and it is quite likely that spring droughts will become part of our 

© Mark Evans 

© Mark Evans © Mark Evans 
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annual weather patterns and that will inevitably impact on moisture sensitive species. As for the healthy Fir 

Clubmoss plants I found on the lower scree, they face an uncertain future, as taller vegetation, such as Bracken, 

Bramble and scrub gradually encroach and colonise the scree from below. 

Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) 

Greg Jones 
 

Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) was spotted at Sker Pond 

(SS791799) on 6th October 2021. I was more than 

surprised to see them as it is a pan-tropical species. I've 

since discovered that it is widely available to the public as 

both plants and seeds at garden centres and on-line. I can 

only assume that someone cleared excess plants from a 

garden pond and made a lengthy journey on foot to 

dispose of them.  

© Greg Jones 

Editor’s note: A quick check on Aderyn revealed 

that the Welsh LERCs only hold one record of this 

species (see map to left).  

According to Plantlife website: ‘it is a serious 

problem in warmer climates on lakes, ponds, canals 

and slow moving rivers, where it carpets the water 

surface, excluding light and depleting oxygen levels. 

It doesn’t survive or spread in the UK’s current 

climate, but should the climate continue to warm it 

has the potential to do so in mild areas in the 

future’.  

Water lettuce is listed under Schedule 9 of the 

Wildlife & Countryside Act so make sure you 

record it if you spot it.  
Map extract from Aderyn 

© Mark Evans © Mark Evans 



 

 20 

Hopper Hunting with the Grasshopper and Allies Targeted 

Revisits Map 

Elaine Wright 

 

In 2020 the Biological Records Centre (BRC) created the Grasshopper and Allies Targeted Revisits Map (https://

shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/). This live map is linked to records submitted to the 

Grasshoppers and Allied Species Recording Scheme (including via iRecord), and highlights 1km squares which are 

in particular need of Orthoptera records.  

 

Background 

BRC uses records submitted to UK Recording Schemes to calculate species trends. However, because they are 

looking for changes over time, the trend analyses only include records from sites* visited in more than one year**. 

There are many sites across the country that only have records from one year. If recorders revisit these locations, 

then BRC are able to include more sites in their analyses, and gain a more accurate picture of how our wildlife is 

changing. To this end, BRC created the Targeted Revisits mapping tool which clearly shows where these sites are, 

and encourages recording by changing colour once records are added. 

 

*A ‘site’ is a single 1km square  

**Analyses include records from 1990 to the current day 

 

How it works 

The map (shown above) is broken up by a 1km square grid, with 5 different types of square: 

• Bright pink squares are ‘Targets for revisits’: They have records from only one year in the past – if these sites 

are revisited then they can be included in BRC trend analyses. 

• Pale pink squares are 'New this year': They, for the first time, have records this year. Next year these will 

become targets for revisits. 

• Dark green squares are ‘Well recorded’: They already have records from multiple years – these sites are already 

included in BRC trend analysis, but records from these sites continue to be valuable. 

• Pale green squares are ‘Successful revisits’: They used to only have records from a single year, but since this 

year have visits from multiple years and will now be included in BRC trend analysis. 

A snapshot of the map in Wales © BRC 

https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/
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• Blank squares are 'Unrecorded': So far, don’t have 

any records of grasshoppers and allies in the 

scheme database. 

 

You can search for a location name within the Targeted 

Revisit map tool, or navigate around it with a mouse 

(similar to a Google map). Once you have picked a 

bright pink square to visit, head out into the field and 

see what species you can find. 

 

Records can be added using www.sewbrecord.org.uk, 

iRecord or the LERC Wales App (other routes are not 

directly connected to BRC, so do not appear on the 

map). You can then revisit the Targeted Revisit website 

to see the newly green square! The change normally 

happens overnight, so do be patient if it takes a little 

time for the change to take effect. 

 

My Targeted Revisiting 

Since the creation of this tool, I have had a great time tackling the pink target squares near home in Rhondda 

Cynon Taf, and further afield. Ever the obsessive when it comes to recording, I even created some Google Map 

layers showing the target squares, to check if I can include an Orthoptera hunt when planning navigation to 

various errands!  

 

When I first looked at the map back in 2020, there were plenty of target squares close to home, and I spent 

much of that season walking to nearby locations and finding many of the common species (particularly Dark 

Bush-cricket, which seem to be in every hedgerow in the valleys). This year I started to venture further afield, 

with a couple of manic days square bashing, even managing to visit 14 squares on one July date. I’ve recorded 

Orthoptera on 38 days so far in 2021, in 110 different 1km squares. Highlights include finding Long-winged 

Conehead in a Tesco car park (photo above); adding Stripe-winged Conehead to my life list during a visit to 

Norfolk; and finally tracking down several species in a particularly difficult square near home (after 4 attempts!).  

 

Grasshopper and Bush-cricket season is reasonably long, but begins late (adults generally don’t appear until July 

and can last until November), so at this time of year I am generally spending any free time with suitable weather 

(dry-ish, warm-ish) happily hunting hoppers. This year I have realised that Groundhoppers (Tetrigidae) can be 

found throughout the year, so maybe I will even be able to do a little square bashing this winter.  

 

For 2021 BRC developed Targeted Revisit maps for three more groups: Craneflies (https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/

targeting_revisits_craneflies/), Soldierflies (https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_soldierflies/) and 

Ground Beetles (https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_ground_beetles/) so even if I run out of 

Grasshopper targets, I know there will be plenty to keep me busy in 2022! It’s great to know that as well as my 

records adding to local knowledge and decision making, I am also enabling BRC and other researchers to look 

at the bigger picture of species trends in Wales and beyond. 

 

You can find out more about the project on the BRC website: https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/targeting-revisits-

maps-grasshoppers-craneflies-and-ground-beetles 

 

Long-winged Conehead at Trefforest Tesco © Elaine Wright 

http://www.sewbrecord.org.uk
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_craneflies/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_craneflies/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_soldierflies/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_ground_beetles/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/targeting-revisits-maps-grasshoppers-craneflies-and-ground-beetles
https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/targeting-revisits-maps-grasshoppers-craneflies-and-ground-beetles
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Do you know Mavis? 

Colin Titcombe 
 

Perhaps the question in my title should read ‘do you know ‘the Mavis’?’ for ‘the Mavis’ was once a name for the Song 

thrush. And yes, in my youth did I know it very well. Those were the days when a particular feeding trait of this bird could 

be found commonly at certain times of the year, or under certain conditions. I refer to the Song thrush’s ‘anvil’, the collec-

tions of snail shells on, and around a stone or other hard object. At one time these were really quite common. My diary for 

the 11
th

 January, 1960, for example, records the finding of twelve Song Thrush ‘anvils’ in the area of Brockwells Farm 

(Caerwent), my home at that time. 

It would appear, however, that Song thrushes tend to take snails when other, more desirable food items (e.g. worms and 

caterpillars) are not available (Simms, 1978). Although other thrushes take snails it is the Song thrush which appears to take 

the larger kinds, and which are responsible for the once familiar ‘anvils’. All of the Turdus thrushes eat a wide range of food 

types and, a few years ago, a friend reported a Song thrush eating a frog in his garden at Penhow. They are also known to 

take small fish (Minnows) occasionally.  

The Song thrush’s nest is generally different to those of other Turdus thrushes. All European Turdus thrushes line their nests 

with soft material (grasses, etc.), but not the Song thrush, or not typically so anyway. While other members of the genus 

may use mud to strengthen their nests, it is only the Song Thrushes’ nest which typically has a hard lining of mud / rotten 

wood on which to lay its beautiful blue eggs spotted with black. 

As with many other familiar birds, the Song thrush is far from being as common as it once was, noticeable over the span of 

a human lifetime. In the Spring of 1959, at a time when bird-nesting was the chosen pursuit of many schoolboys, I found 

eight Song thrush nests within walking distance of my home at Brockwells Farm, Caerwent, and that was only the result of 

casual nest-finding. 

In more recent years the presence of birds in an area is ascertained by sight and sound. My diary records that in the 

Spring / Summer of 2015, Song thrushes were regularly seen in our garden in Llandogo, and, in mid-August there was also 

a juvenile of the year.  

A Song thrush continued its visits in 2016 (during January and February) and in 2018 I noted a single bird in our garden on 

the 2nd and 18th March, the 4th and 24th November, and the 29th December, and hence into January 2019. From these notes 

it can be deduced that the Song thrush was becoming more and more scarce, with garden visits worthy of precise notes on 

© Annie Irving 
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the date of visit. 

During the late winter 

period of 2021, in the 

middle of a cold-spell, 

a Song thrush was seen 

in our garden on three 

occasions, the 5th, 6th 

and 9th of February. 

From that point on I 

relied on their song to 

map their presence in 

and around Llandogo 

village. 

Looking through my 

old diaries I came across an entry for the 14th 

April 2011. On that day I went out early in order 

to ascertain the number of singing Blackbirds 

and Song thrushes around Llandogo. Between 

5:30 and 7:00 I located 12 singing Blackbirds 

and 11 Song thrushes. Using this as a bench-

mark I repeated this exercise ten years later, 

almost to the day. On Tuesday morning, 13th 

April 2021 I again walked out around the Llan-

dogo area before dawn. The sequence and spe-

cies range of singing / calling birds, and their 

timing, was similar to that of ten years before, 

but with one very noticeable difference. Where-

as Blackbird numbers have increased, those of 

Song thrush were down to just three singing 

birds! 

On a lighter note, on a visit to Tintern on the 

morning of Tuesday 30th March, Song thrushes 

were considered to be amongst the commonest 

of the singing birds.  

Following a poor year for Song Thrushes here in 

our Llandogo study area, the birds were last 

heard singing on the 29th June. Elsewhere things 

were rather better. Five Song thrushes were 

singing strongly in Llanwem Park on the 1st Jan-

uary and, at Cleddon, just above the Llandogo study area, a bird was heard to sing a few hesitant notes 

as late as the 12th July. 

Information Source / Recommended reading: “British Thrushes”, Eric Simms, N.N. No. 63, Collins, 1978. 

 

 

 

 

A Song thrush anvil © Colin Titcombe 

© Colin Titcombe 
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Gymnosporangium Rust 

Fungi 

Mark Steer 
 

Continuing my interest in Gymnosporangium spe-

cies I have been monitoring a Pear tree near Llan-

haran. 

 

Initial inspections in July 2021 showed Stage 0 

spermogonia on numerous leaves (photo 1). Dur-

ing inspections in September there were signs that 

Stage I aecia were forming. On 23rd September I 

found fully developed aecia which were splitting 

along the sides (photo 2). This would indicate that 

these are G. sabine which seems to be the most 

common on this host. The other 2 possible species 

on this host, G. confusum and G. clavariiforme, aecia both split at 

the top. 

 

This Pear has the rust on 30-40 % of its leaves which suggests to 

me that there is a Juniperus with Stage III telia fairly close by. I 

have yet to find this! Thanks to Brian and Rosanne Bond for allow-

ing me access to their garden. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Side splitting of the aecia © Steven Murray 

Photo 1 - Stage 0 spermogonia © Mark Steer 

Photo 2 - Aecia © Mark Steer 



 

 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waxcap Watch / WaxcApp  

Helen Bradley, Green Links Bridgend Project Officer, Plantlife 
 

Wales supports over half the number of waxcap fungi in Britain. As well as grazed livestock pastures, other 

habitats such as old lawns, churchyards and amenity grass in parks can all be incredibly important for 

waxcap fungi and other grassland fungi. But many species are in decline. They are very sensitive to changes 

in their environment and cannot tolerate the regular ploughing, re-seeding and fertilizing of intensively 

farmed pasture. We need volunteers to record waxcaps and identify their habitats so we can help protect 

them in the future. To get involved, download the WaxcApp via the website below, follow the instructions 

and take a trip to your chosen site. The results will be displayed on the Plantlife website. 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/habitats/grassland/waxcaps-fungi/waxcapp-survey 

 

 

The Living Ash Project 

(Ash dieback) 
 

For all owners and managers of 

woodlands that contain ash. Do you 

know about The Living Ash Project? This 

is a Defra funded project to collect and 

protect as much material from the 1% of 

ash trees that are being seen to show 

strong tolerance to Ash dieback. Please 

watch the short film from Jo Clark of the 

Future Trees Trust about how you can 

report those trees. 

Film: https://youtu.be/Nm1zfkgG9RU  

Project website: https://

livingashproject.org.uk/reportatree/  

Meadow monitoring & meadow 

making webinars 

Lucia Chmurova, Conservation Officer,  

Magnificent Meadows Wales Project, 

Plantlife 
 

• How to make a mini wildflower meadow in your 

garden, park, school or hospital – 1st Nov -    

https://tixoom.app/plantlife/cn3fqdbe 

• Meadow surveying methods: Every Flower Counts – 

8th Nov - https://tixoom.app/plantlife/w8ymrhte 

• Meadow monitoring methods: Rapid Grassland 

Assessment – 15th Nov - https://tixoom.app/

plantlife/2zmryeta 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/habitats/grassland/waxcaps-fungi/waxcapp-survey
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FNm1zfkgG9RU&data=04%7C01%7CKaren.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C8a658810e90c47d419aa08d988a6408b%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637691069981827858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flivingashproject.org.uk%2Freportatree%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKaren.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C8a658810e90c47d419aa08d988a6408b%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637691069981837851%7CUnknown
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flivingashproject.org.uk%2Freportatree%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKaren.Jones%40swansea.gov.uk%7C8a658810e90c47d419aa08d988a6408b%7C4c2e0b76d4524d358392187fac002efe%7C1%7C0%7C637691069981837851%7CUnknown
https://tixoom.app/plantlife/cn3fqdbe
https://tixoom.app/plantlife/w8ymrhte
https://tixoom.app/plantlife/2zmryeta
https://tixoom.app/plantlife/2zmryeta
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‘The times they are a changing’ – Around Goldcliff 

Colin Titcombe 

 

Change in some form or other, takes place everywhere, but in some places more than others. A recent visit to Goldcliff with Chris 

Hatch brought back many memories. Prompting a review of such changes that have taken place both before, and during the 

span of those memories. 

The Sea Wall 

A carved stone found on the flat land to the west of Goldcliff Point in 1878 indicated that the 2nd Augustan legion based at 

Caerleon was responsible for the construction of a length of sea wall in this area. These sea wall defences built by the Romans 

were later extended by the Norman monks of Goldcliff Benedictine Priory during the 12th and 13th Centuries, along with the 

drainage of the Caldicot level. The sea wall was reconstructed between 1952 and 1974 by the Usk River Authority. This period of 

reconstruction (more specifically during the mid-1960s) was largely my introduction to this area. As a lorry-driver I delivered 

limestone boulders, ‘sea-wallers’ as we called them, from Penhow and Five Lanes quarries. The destinations on the delivery tickets 

were either ‘Temperence Hotel, Goldcliff’ or ‘Parton House, Whitson’. 

The Fisheries 

The origin of the Goldcliff Fishery is unknown, some authorities suggesting that it may have been started by the Romans. The 

fishery of more recent times comprises ranks of putchers which were referred to by the fishermen as ‘baskets’. Each of these 

‘baskets’ was 5-6 feet in length and originally made from ‘withies’ (willow stems). Later these were superceded by metal baskets. 

The main quarry species was the Salmon (Salmo salar) but, in reality, they trapped everything that swam into them. In my meagre 

experience of this I know them to have trapped Flounder (Platichthys flesus) and Anglerfish (Lophius piscatorius) [see 

photographs] but over the time of this fishery it is likely that they would have trapped the whole range of fish species using the 

estuary as well as some of the larger invertebrates such as Cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis), birds such as Shelduck and even mammals 

like young seals. Not that long ago an Ocean Sunfish (Mola mola) was taken from the putcher rank upstream at Sedbury.  

The Estuary Foreshore at Goldcliff 

Overlying the Triassic bed-rock in this area are soft deposits of both peat and clay, laid down in what is known as Flandarian 

times (post-glacial). The peat here holds substantial trunks of trees, but also tiny evidence of life forms such as rather exotic 

beetles (see photograph of copper-coloured beetle elytron from this peat).  

 

Goldcliff point and present day Buildings. This site was, historically, occupied 

by the Benedictine Priory. To the extreme right can be seen the remains of 

the Putcher Rank. 

The Goldcliff Fishery Putcher Rank in 1980  

The Putcher Rank at Sedbury (Glouc.) c. 1970s/1980s. © Colin Titcombe The Goldcliff Fishery Putcher Rank in 1980 © Colin Titcombe 

© Colin Titcombe © Colin Titcombe 
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There are also rocky areas and sea-defence structures where 

a whole range of invertebrate species live, among them 

Limpets (Patella), Common Mussel (Mytilus edulis), 

‘whiteweed’ (Sertularia cupressina), the organ-pipes Hydroid 

(Tubularia indivisa) and Hermit crabs (Pagurus bernhardus) 

[see photographs]. 

Goldcliff Lagoons (Newport Wetland Reserve) 

Late in the summer of 2020 Chris Hatch and I visited the 

Goldcliff area, starting with the Lagoons, the most easterly 

part of the Newport Wetlands Reserve. Here, among many 

other wetland birds, we saw two Glossy Ibis (Plegadis 

falcinellus).  

The creation of this reserve was given the go-ahead late in 

1997, and developed from there. Prior to that the area 

(Goldcliff – Uskmouth) was always known to be ‘good for 

birds’. Winter walks here often produced sightings of Short

-eared owls and Merlin, among others, while in September 

1993 Jan and Tony Jenkins discovered the first Purple heron 

for Gwent in this locality. On the 1st July 1972 I found a Bee 

Beetle (Trichius fasciatus) on the Uskmouth Ash-pans, as they were at that 

time, but today the Reserve is better known for its population of Shrill Carder

-bees (Bombus sylvarum), as well as its rare breeding birds. 

A part of the Reserve today is Goldcliff Pill. During the 1980s a channel was 

cut in order to divert the flow to the east, so preventing the under-mining of 

the sea wall which was an imminent danger at the time. By 1989 the old 

channel was silting up (see image). 

More information relating to this area 

can be found in  

 Severn Tide, Brian Waters, J.M. Dent & 

Sons Ltd., 1947. 

 Nets and Coracles, J. Geraint Jenkins. 

David & Charles, 1974. 

 The International Invertebrate Fauna 

of the Severn Estuary, C.R. Boyden, J.H. 

Crothers, C. Little and C. Mettam. Field 

Studies, 1977. 

Further photographs are overleaf 

(p28). 

Goldcliff Fishery Putchers, that on the right 

has been fashioned from ‘Withies’ © Colin 

Titcombe 

Tools used in the construction of a ‘withy’ (willow) putcher. 

The Goldcliff fishery, date 

unknown but probably 

1960/70s.© Miss Betty Sage 

Flounder (Platichthys flesus) in 

Goldcliff Fishery Putcher, May 1981 

Angler fish (Lophius piscatorius) in 

Goldcliff Fishery Putcher, May 1981 

Beetle Elytron from the foreshore peat-beds at Goldcliff 

Whiteweed (Sertularia cupressina) in rock-pools off Goldcliff 

point at low tide (1981). 

 

© Colin Titcombe 

© Colin Titcombe © Colin Titcombe 

© Colin Titcombe 

© Colin Titcombe 
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Organ-pipe hydroids (Tubularia indivisa) in rock pools off 

Goldcliff point at low tide (1980) 

When very low tides leave these hydroids out of the water they 

enfold water droplets with their tentacles (1980) 

Limpets (Patella sp.) on sea defences at Goldcliff Point (1992) 

Hermit crab (Pagurus bernhardus) in rock pools off Goldcliff Common mussel (Mytilus edulis) on the inter-tidal zone between 

Goldcliff and Uskmouth 1983 

The original Goldcliff Pill in the process of silting up, 1989. The ‘Black-ditch’ (reen) between Goldcliff Pill and Uskmouth 

(1998) now a part of the Newport Wetlands Reserve. 

Dahlia anemone (Tealia felina) from the Goldcliff rock-pools 
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Three more Radyr hawkweed Hieracium radyrense sites 

discovered during lockdown 

Tim Rich 
 

When I talked about conservation of the rare Welsh endemic Radyr hawkweed 

Hieracium radyrense at the Gwent-Glamorgan Recorders Forum in January 2018, 

about 120 plants were known in three sites and it had gone from two sites (Rich 

2018). During lockdown 2020-2021, which forced me to stay local, I have found 

three more sites including one quite close to home.  

 

D a n e s c o u r t  

A small population of about 12 plants was discovered on the A4119 railway 

bridge and adjacent path down to Danescourt Station (ST144786) on 4 June 

2020 (with the introduced H. pollichae, first Welsh record). As this is about 500 m 

south of the known site on the railway opposite Hailey Park, I then checked the 

railway at every publicly accessible point as far south as Waun-gron Park station 

without success. 

 

L l a n d a f f  N o r t h  

Two plants were found on the on wall of Cardiff Steiner School, Hawthorn Road 

West (ST147793) on 8 June 2020. Sadly these and all other vegetation were 

almost immediately cleaned off the wall during maintenance work though one 

plant survived until November 2020 but was again cleaned off prior to May 

2021. I should have drawn the school’s attention to it. 

 

H a i l e y  P a r k  r a i l w a y  b r i d g e  

A vegetative rosette was first found on the footpath on the north side of the Taff 

railway bridge (ST140798) on 7 September 2020. Four plants were confirmed in 

flower 16 June 2021 with possibly hundreds on south side across the railway 

tracks (not accessible).  

 

D i s c u s s i o n  

This now brings the total number of sites to eight (five extant, three extinct) with 

potentially a much larger population scattered on the railways around Radyr 

than we have previously realised (it is hoped that these railway populations can 

be surveyed in 2022 with the help of Transport for Wales). I wonder how many 

more localised populations there might be which we have not yet found. 

 

R e f e r e n c e s  

Rich, Tim (2018). Hieracium radyrense Radyr hawkweed: Is it essential to your 

well-being? Gwent and Glamorgan Recorders Forum, Saturday 20th January 

2018 talk. http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/recorders-forum-events-folder/

gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2018.page 

 

© Tim Rich 

© Tim Rich 

© Tim Rich 

http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/recorders-forum-events-folder/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2018.page
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk/event/recorders-forum-events-folder/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2018.page
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iNaturalist UK and its place in biological recording data flow 

iNaturalist is a global online system for collecting wildlife observations, which launched over ten years ago. In 

April 2021 a UK portal, iNaturalistUK, joined the growing iNaturalist network. 

The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Trust is the co-ordinator of iNaturalistUK, with the support of the Ma-

rine Biological Association (MBA) and the Biological Records Centre (BRC). Together we want to support and 

promote the use of iNaturalistUK as one of a suite of recording tools available to the UK’s biological recording 

community. This page explains how iNaturalistUK complements the other tools and what we’re doing to ensure 

that iNaturalistUK data meets the needs of the UK’s biodiversity data community. 

Our institutions (NBN Trust, MBA and BRC) are all committed to supporting the efficient and timely flow of UK 

biodiversity data from the various wildlife recording platforms, to the end users of the data. This includes the 

flow of data from iNaturalistUK to the NBN Atlas, the UK’s largest collection of biodiversity data.   

M a k in g  t h e  m o s t  o f  iN a t u ra l i s t U K  d a t a  

iNaturalistUK is a great tool for those who are new to recording, as it has a simple user interface and provides 

help with species identification. However, it is also increasingly popular with experienced recorders and with 

organisations wishing to run Bioblitzes and other recording projects. 

All observations from iNaturalist around the world are regularly shared with the Global Biodiversity Information 

Facility (GBIF) and data is transferred from iNaturalist UK as part of this. We have also reviewed the options for 

importing iNaturalist records into iRecord so that they can be verified and made accessible to national record-

ing schemes, county recorders and local environmental records centres and be shared via the NBN Atlas. 

We recognise that some schemes and societies welcome the approach to using iNaturalistUK, while others are 

more cautious. 

Visualisation of UK Biodiversity data flow © NBN 

https://uk.inaturalist.org/
https://www.mba.ac.uk/
https://www.mba.ac.uk/
http://www.brc.ac.uk
https://nbnatlas.org/
http://www.gbif.org
http://www.gbif.org
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
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Having assessed the import of iNaturalistUK records to iRecord, following the trial in 2018 and 2019, we are 

pleased to confirm that this is now being relaunched. This means that verification of records from iNaturalistUK 

that have been imported to iRecord will take place. This additional verification process will facilitate sharing of the 

records with recording schemes and records centres.  

R e la u n c h  o f  i Na t u r a l i s t  i m p o r t s  t o  iR e c o r d  

Records from iNaturalist that fall within the UK (and Isle of Man and Channel Islands) are now being imported into 

iRecord and can be seen via the Explore pages. Records are imported if they meet all of the following require-

ments, i.e. that they: 

(i) fall within the specified geographic area,  

(ii) have reached “research grade” within iNaturalist itself  

(iii) match the UK Species Inventory, and  

(iv) have an appropriate licence to allow the records to be shared in this way.  

 

Once the records are within iRecord they will follow the same data flow route to the NBN Atlas as records added 

directly to iRecord. Recording scheme verifiers are able to verify the records if they choose to do so (note that this 

may not happen quickly, or at all, depending on the species group, volume of records and availability of verifiers). 

iNaturalistUK provides an opportunity for making these records more widely available and linking them more 

closely to other biological recording systems. We hope that enabling the records to be accessed via iRecord will 

assist in this process, for example, by linking the records to the UK grid reference and vice-county systems and to 

the UK Species Inventory. 

Further general details are available on the iRecord Help pages 

More detailed information has been sent to iRecord verifiers. 

D i r e c t  d a t a  t r a n s fe r  t o  t h e  N B N A t l a s  

There are no current plans for data to be transferred directly from iNaturalistUK to the NBN Atlas. However, some 

data providers ask for such exports to be carried out on an individual basis, for example, CEDaR’s iNaturalist rec-

ords from Northern Ireland. This means more data is available on the NBN Atlas, but it is flagged as unverified 

unless recorded or identified by a known expert, so can be filtered out of downloads if required. Please contact us 

at data@nbn.org.uk if you would like more information on this. 

C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i N a t u r a l i s t  

Being part of the global iNaturalist network through iNaturalistUK will help us to steer the development of iNatu-

ralist by contributing directly to relevant discussions. We have also established a User Group to help us understand 

more about how individuals, organisations and groups are using iNaturalistUK to gather data and engage people 

in recording wildlife. You can find out more and how to sign up to join the Group on the iNaturalistUK pages on 

this website. Further information on the project as a whole is also available on the iNaturalistUK page. 

U s e f u l  l i n k s  

NBN Atlas 

iNaturalistUK 

iRecord 

Marine Biological Association 

Biological Records Centre 

Global Biodiversity Information Facility 

 

This article was originally published on the NBN website.  

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/explore
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help#quality
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/data/uk-species/index
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/linking-inaturalist
https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/show/dr2200
https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/show/dr2200
mailto:data@nbn.org.uk
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/inaturalistuk-user-group/
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/inaturalistuk-user-group/
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/
https://nbnatlas.org/
https://uk.inaturalist.org/
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
https://www.mba.ac.uk/
http://www.brc.ac.uk
http://www.gbif.org
https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/inaturalistuk-and-its-place-in-biological-recording-data-flow/
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Greater Gwent Biodiversity Action Group 

Glamorgan Biodiversity Advisory Group 

Telephone: 01443 808896 

Fax: 0843 265 2714 

E-mail: info@sewbrec.org.uk 

Web: www.sewbrec.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter: 
 

 www.facebook.com/sewbrec 

  

 www.twitter.com/sewbrec 

South East Wales Biodiversity 

Records Centre (SEWBReC) 

15 Talbot Road, Talbot Green,  

Pontyclun, CF72 8AD. 

 

mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
http://www.sewbrec.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sewbrec
www.twitter.com/sewbrec

