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19 April 2011

Dear Sir/Madam
Re  Outbreak of tree disease Phytophthora ramorum

It has been discovered that Larch trees in several forests in South Wales are dying as a result of being attacked by the fungus Phytophthora ramorum. 

We have had confirmation from FERA that a sample of Vaccinum taken from the Gethin block has proved positive for Phytophthora ramoram and there is a risk it may also spread to Larch. Some of the symptoms of this disease are blackened foliage and "bleeding wounds" on trunks and branches and dead trees. This is a plant disease and does not affect people or animals.

Forestry Commission Wales considers this outbreak to be serious and is trying to minimise its impact and spread. If the disease does spread to Larch trees we will try and contain the disease by felling any trees in the infected areas. We will of course keep you updated of when we will be carrying out forestry operations in your area. 

The aim is to keep the woodlands open to the public, but as the fungus can spread through moisture droplets, soil and plant materials we are asking for public to follow some basic biosecurity measures when visiting woodlands. 

Bio Security measures.

You should:

· Keep to paths and roads

· Keep dogs on a lead at all times

· Brush down clothes to remove needles, checking pockets ,hoods etc for needles, if clothing and waterproofs are wet or muddy they need to be washed and dried  before visiting other woodlands
· Clean soil and other debris from footwear before leaving the woodland and then thoroughly wash and dry boots, shoes before visiting other woodlands 

You should not:

· go near infected trees

· remove plants or vegetation
In the meantime if you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me. Further information can be found on the Forestry Commission Website www.foresrty.gov.uk/wales

Yours sincerely

Karl Charlton

Rheolwr Ardal Llanwynno

Area  Manager Llanwynno

0300 068 0300
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