CONSULTATION OF THE GLAMORGAN AND GWENT RECORDERS FORUMS ON THE UPDATING OF THE BIODIVERSITY OF WALES IDENTIFICATION PACK
Please read the following sheet and answer the 2 consultation questions then return it to Laura Palmer, Ecologist, Cardiff Council, County Hall, CY4, Atlantic Wharf, Cardiff, CF10 4UW. If you would like to complete an electronic version please email lpalmer@cardiff.gov.uk.  For other queries call 029 2087 3268.

Introduction

In 2005 the National Museum Wales (NMW - formerly National Museums & Galleries of Wales) produced a set of identification sheets covering the CROW Act section 74 species (S74).  This, combined with a series of identification workshops, provided a resource enabling practitioners to identify species of conservation concern.

In 2007 the section 42 (S42) list of the NERC Act updated and expanded the S74 list, taking the total number of species from 175 to 541.
The NMW, with the Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) are planning to update the identification sheets to reflect the new list.  
Due to the volume of work it will require to complete id sheets for the entire list it has been suggested that the project prioritises species and taxa groups where id assistance is currently lacking and expertise sparse.  It is envisaged that some species may not require sheets as they are already well known and there is a wealth of existing information freely available (e.g. West European hedgehog, Herring Gull).  The prioritisation of data will undoubtedly reflect the lesser known taxa, and it is hoped that this will in turn encourage more recording and the development of field identification skills in these areas.

Product

A series of identification sheets will be produced similar to those in the S74 pack.  These will be made available on the NMW web site as pdf documents as they are completed.  At the end of the production stage the entire resource will be available as a CD ROM and a small number of hard copies will be supplied to Local Records Centres and Local Authorities.

As before, training will also be provided to complement the production of the id sheets.

Consultation questions 
There are two important decisions to be made before the project starts and it was felt that gauging the opinion of local recorders on these decisions was essential for the success of the project.

Q1. Please see the list of S42 species.  Due to the volume of work involved in producing id sheets it is important to prioritise the list.  The whole list may not be completed as some species are well known and there is a wealth of information available.  Please highlight which species or groups of species you feel should be prioritised by using Green for those that need id sheets, Amber for those that need sheets but at a later date, and Red for those where id sheets are not needed.

Q2. For the S74 list training was provided specifically on the species listed.  Due to the larger number of little known species it has been suggested that the training concentrate on basic identification techniques of groups (e.g. liverworts, spiders, flies), rather than the listed species only.  Please discuss this with other recorders and let us know your requirements below.
