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Greater Gwent Biodiversity Action Group

Minutes of meeting held on 28th September 2011 at 
GWT Environmental Resource Centre, Ebbw Vale
	
	Present:

Steve Williams
Torfaen CBC, Chair

Melanie Dodd
Caerphilly CBC

Claire Pooley

Blaenau-Gwent CBC

Stuart Craxford
Environment Agency Wales

Chris Hatch

Torfaen LBAP

Rebecca Davies
SEWBReC

Roger James

Newport LBAP

Rob Maddocks
Gwent Police

Maggie Iles

Caerphilly CBC

Nick Hudson
           Countryside Council for Wales

James Tinney
Forestry Commission Wales

Sinead Lynch
Newport CC

Martin Anthoney
Gwent Recorders Forum / Blaenau Gwent LBAP

Kris Roberts             Torfaen CBC
Sarah Dale               Monmouthshire CBC

Rebecca Price         Gwent Wildlife Trust

Sarah Powell           Cardiff CC

Russell Cryer           Torfaen CBC
	Actions
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	Apologies:
Becky Davies
Environment Agency Wales

Rosalind Codd
Forestry Commission Wales

Jerry Lewis

Monmouthshire CC
Alys Edwards
Wales Biodiversity Partnership

Gabi Horup

Gwent Wildlife Trust

Matthew Harris
Cardiff CC
Katie Partington       Blaenau-Gwent CBC
Rodney Morris         Blaenau-Gwent Group
Tom Clarke              Chief Executive - GWT
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	Confirmation of minutes of meeting held on 27th October 2010 

Steve welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Gwent Wildlife Trust for providing the room and refreshments. Minutes of previous meeting were confirmed.
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	Matters arising (not on the agenda)

Matters arising from GGBAG
SW raised that it would be good to have an update on the Heads of the Valleys Lapwing Project

MD – Mid Valleys SINC group meeting recently held, hoping the group will keep going.
The Valleys Regional Park Environment sub group are trying to arrange a meeting
Next SW LBAPers meeting on 7th November 2011.

SW - GGBAG Terms of Ref agreed

SW – At last meeting Steve asked group whether anyone knew of any Officer jobs being lost as a result of cuts.  It seems that at present ecologists and LBAP officers have been fortunate. 
SW – Has anyone been in contact with Jerry Langford (Woodland Trust) since he gave presentation to GGBAG/GlamBAG?

SEWBReC update – discussed SEWBReC SLA coverage across Gwent, most LA’s have some form of SLA.
Matters arising from GGBAG/GLAMBAG

No communications from the woodland trust as yet

In terms of SEWBReC SLAs - Neath and Port Talbot none, Swansea none

	SW
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	Partnership Updates
Blaenau Gwent:-

· Blaenau Gwent Biodiversity Partnership, with support from Blaenau Gwent Council and the Countryside Council for Wales are running a Photographic Competition once again this year. The categories include 11 years and under, 12 to 17 years, 18 years and over, Winter Wildlife, Schools, and Under 18’s short wildlife film. The closing date for entry is 14th October 2011.
· Schools project – Nadine Morgan working part time (2 ½ days a week), project progressing well;

· Have been able to access WAG tidy towns money for environmental projects;

· Katie Partington working on LNR / Open Spaces project;
· LDP out for deposit consultation, CP carrying out assessments of alternative sites across World Heritage Site.

Caerphilly:-

· Working on GWT Winter Bird feeding project;

· Graduate Ecologist post advertised on website, to cover for MD maternity leave.

Cardiff:-

· Sarah Powell new Ecologist at CCC;

· Wildlife gardening / Allotments project
Monmouthshire:-

· Developing Natural Assets project (SINCs and Wildlife Sites) with Gwent Wildlife Trust, from Rural Development fund money;

· Countryside Team have been doing bat walks on Council sites;

· Set up an in-house planning working group to raise the profile of bats and historic buildings
· Starting a project looking at planning conditions.

Newport:-

· Katie Godfrey involved with Winter Bird Feeding project, 2 sites planted up with winter bird seed mix and wildflower mix;

· Katie working on South Wales Wetlands Project, identifying sites for habitat creation/management;

· Ecoweek currently going on at Tredegar House - organised by NCC for all Newport Schools, lots of educational activities such as bush craft, wood cookies, bark rubbing, acorn planting, wildlife garden, as well as activities from ‘animal zone’ (live snakes and spiders etc), DCWW, GWT, RSPB, Bridgend Beekeepers, NCC recycling/waste savers, Five for Life, Greenwood craft;

· Katie Godfrey has almost completed review of all SINCs in Newport (5 – 10 left to survey), in the process of identifying new sites for 2012 surveys;

· SL working on LDP, currently working on policy wording and HRA;

· Katie working on LBAP booklet;

· Katie and Sinead working on Lapwing project on Wentlooge levels;

· Potentially looking at water vole project for Caldicot levels

· SL developing a Biodiversity Position Statement. Action – SL to send around the group
Torfaen:-
· KR working on the South Wales Wetlands Project and 2 sites have been identified.

· KR is working on the Winter Bird Feeding Project and has identified land at Greenmeadow Community Farm which can be managed differently.
· Torfaen Biodiversity Partnership is in the process of reviewing its biodiversity action plan. It is understood that the new plan will adopt an ecosystem approach to deliver biodiversity gain in combination with wider social and economic objectives. An ecosystem approach will provide a framework for looking at whole ecosystems in decision making and for valuing the ecosystem services they provide.

· Mechanisms to coordinate environmental education and community and volunteer involvement better will play a big role in the new plan.
· Torfaen Biodiversity Partnership will be having a stand at Torfaen CBC Sustainability Week. This year’s launch event is focusing on biodiversity and the importance of eco-systems to our well-being and will include a special show called ‘Darwin and the Dodo’ - a thoroughly researched street theatre romp looking at the bio-diverse secrets of the natural world. There will also be a sustainability exhibition with a wide range of exhibitors.

	All
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	Biodiversity Champions (all)

· Group discussed the role of Biodiversity Champions

· SW suggested possibly inviting Margaret Underwood (Biodiversity Champion for Brecon Beacons) to GGBAG/GlamBAG meeting in future

· SW – Need to ask WBP to investigate whether the role of Biodiversity Champion across Wales is functioning as it should (especially in terms of commitment and communication)

· KR – Suggested need for National champion for Biodiversity (WAG perhaps needs to give more leadership to the role)
· This may be a topic for the next joint GLAMBAG / GGBAG Meeting
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	Gwent Police Update (Rob Maddocks)
· 10 Wildlife Crime Officers in Gwent, plus Rob who coordinates;

· RM to circulate updated list of Local Wildlife Crime Officers;

· LA Officers to ensure that Wildlife Crime Officers are invited to and attending relevant Biodiversity Partnership meetings;

· Group discussed remit of Wildlife Crime Officers. What do we want from Gwent Police and what are they not providing?;

· Rob wants to improve communication between LA and Wildlife Crime Officers, and wider partnerships
· RM will put a Wildlife Crime Officer contact list together to appear in SEWBReCs next newsletter
	RM
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	Environment Agency Wales
Invasive Species Project – Including plants and animals such as mink
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	Gwent Wildlife Trust Update
· Working on Natural Assets project with Monmouthshire County Council.  Looking at new and existing Wildlife Sites, funding through Rural Development Plan.

· Working with Rodney Morris undertaking school visits in Newport, putting together nest boxes and giving educational talks in schools.  RJ also working with University of Wales Newport on environmental education programme.
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	Torfaen Biodiversity Management Systems Presentation (Russell Cryer)
· The Biodiversity Management Systems (BMS) project is developing new ways of working to manage biodiversity issues within planning and project design/inception in Torfaen. The project proposes a four tiered land classification for biodiversity that will provide information targeted on the decisions made within different Service Areas in the Council. This approach could be used to manage all ecosystems services to provide a coherent approach to managing green infrastructure. 
· The presentation turned into a group discussion and a number of points were raised about; whether this type of system could work well for biodiversity; how it fits into GI; how it fits with legislation; the value of biodiversity and offsetting; does it mean less protection for rarer species; and others. 
· It was suggested that the system that we are in now is not working for us as we cannot stop the decline of biodiversity so new ways of thinking should be explored.
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	Any other business

SL, MD, Alys Edwards, SEWBReC, and Gwent Wildlife Trust working on a South East Wales Wildlife Sites Project.  Project very much in its infancy at present.  Mid Valleys SINC group have given support to the project.  Project would involve significant funding, with 1 (possibly 2) Project Officer, landowner incentives, habitat management guidance.  Small number of grassland/heathland sites selected in each LA area to be involved in project.  The project group are looking at gaining support from relevant authorities and organisations over the next few months.

SW - Jerry Lewis looking to retire as Secretary of GGBAG, having given many years of service as secretary.  Steve praised dedication and support Jerry has given to GGBAG over many years.  Now looking for member of GGBAG to take over as secretary.
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	Date of next meeting

?
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