
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forester  Adscita statices 
Adult flight period  day-flying mid May to July 
Wingspan mm   male 25-31, female 22-25 
Status  local, probably declining.  UK BAP Priority Species 

 
 

Welsh distribution 
Well distributed but local. Historically recorded from the vice counties of Brecknockshire, Carmarthenshire, 
Denbighshire, Glamorganshire, Merionethshire and Monmouthshire. Since 2000 it has been recorded from only 
Carmarthenshire, Merionethshire and Monmouthshire.  Potentially under recorded. 

 
Identification & similar species 
A small distinctive moth with a strong submetallic green sheen to forewings and body.  

 
There are three British Forester moths, the Forester Moth, Cistus Forester and Scarce Forester.  These 
species are superficially almost identical and difficult to distinguish from each other.  The Scarce Forester is not 
found in Wales.  The Cistus Forester is confined to north Wales and is generally smaller than the Forester.  It is 
often found near its foodplant Common Rock-rose on open chalk and limestone grassland. 

 
Life cycle 
Overwinters as a part-grown larvae, low down in the sward.  Larvae are active between July and early May and 
pupate in a cocoon formed near the ground.  

 
Larval foodplants 
The caterpillar feeds on Common Sorrel and Sheep’s Sorrel in late summer, at first mining the leave. After 
hibernation, they feed again in the spring.    
 
Preferred adult nectar plants  
Ragged Robin, Field and Devil’s-bit Scabious, clovers and Viper’s-bugloss 
 
Habitat 
Despite its name, the Forester is a moth of a variety of open habitats rather than woodland. These habitats 
range from damp neutral grassland to limestone grassland, chalk downland, acid and sandy heathland, mature 
coastal sand dunes and woodland rides and clearings.   
 
Comments 
Well camouflaged and thus not as obvious as the Burnet moths.  Probably named after the “Lincoln Green” 
supposedly worn by foresters in Sherwood Forest. 
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 Provisional distribution from the National Moth Recording Scheme dataset. Photo: David Green 
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